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Background

• Pig castration is legal but remains a welfare issue 

• Pilot project in the 2017 Budget:
“Establishment of a harmonised internal market 

for pigmeat obtained from pigs that have not 

been surgically castrated”
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Specific objectives

• For entire pigs (uncastrated):

• How to reduce boar taint at farm level

• How to detect boar taint at slaughterhouse

• How to deal with meat with detectable boar taint

• How to increase market value of meat from

uncastrated pigs
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Specific objectives (2)

• For vaccinated pigs (immunocastrated):

• How to vaccinate pigs

• How to ensure at farm level that vaccinated pigs will not 

have boar taint

• How to trust farmers that vaccinated pigs will not have 

boar taint

• How to increase acceptance of meat from vaccinated pigs
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Phase 1: Study

“Establishing best practices on the 

production, the processing and the 

marketing of meat from uncastrated 

pigs or pigs vaccinated against boar 

taint (immunocastrated)”  

- Final report  14 March 2019 -
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Results

• Transition to entire males or vaccination depends on 

the whole supply chain

• Farmers’ costs versus others’ costs    

(slaughterhouses, food processors, retailers)

• Transition is ultimately based on market demand

• Retailers and food services are essential in the process
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Background (2)

Phase 2 - from August 2019 to December 2020 - :

Dissemination of the best practices established in phase 1

- Factsheets, Video 

- Infographics, Infosheet
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• Francois-Regis Huet
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• Thomas Sanchez 

/COPA-COGECA

• Annalisa Scollo /Suivet

Business and Professional 

organisations

• Hans-Peter Schons

/FESASS

• Giulia Tarsitano

/euro-coop

Organisation from civil society: 

• Elena Nalon 

/Eurogroup for Animals 



Educational materials (1)

• 12 Factsheets

General (1) 

Farmers (4) 

Slaughterhouses (3) 

Food Processors (1) 

Retailers & Food Service Operators (3) 

• 24 languages: 22 EU + RU + ZH
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Educational materials (2)

• 1 Video addressing the whole production chain

EN plus 23 with subtitles (total 22 EU+RU+ZH) 

• Info graphics, Info sheets, Posters

• USB sticks for dissemination
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Retailers 
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Food 
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operators
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Factsheets
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Info graphic and 
Info sheet
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Dissemination

• Physical dissemination (paper prints, USBs) 

e.g. to ntl. + EU org. and MS central comp. 

authorities 

• Electronic dissemination (e.g. Commission website)

• Information 
16



Where to find the materials?
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Thank you!
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