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Denmark – Livestock statistics
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Species Animals Establishments

Goats 18.091 3.030

Sheep 134.703 5.538

Cattle 1.422.066 13.605

*26/8/2024 



History of bluetongue in Denmark

• The first outbreak of bluetongue (serotype
8) in Denmark was in 2007 in a sheep
holding. 

• A total of 15 establishments tested positive 
in 2008 (13 cattle and 2 sheep
establishments). 

• From 2008 to 2010 vaccination campaigns
were conducted.

• No further outbreaks and since 1 January
2011, Denmark was recognised as free from 
bluetongue.
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First outbreak

• 8.8.2024 - clinical suspicion in sheep

• Clinical signs: Excessive salivation, lesions in 
the mouth and on the tongue, and a blue tongue. 
The sheep died.

• 9.8.2024 outbreak confirmed by national 
reference laboratory (SSI) – antibody and PCR-
positive - Serotype 3

• Mixed holding with 180 sheep and 41 cattle 

• The holding is located in Tønder municipality 
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- Pictures by veterinary

practicioner Susanne 

Sommerlund, LVK 



Suspended disease-free status

• Free status → suspended 9.8.2024 by the DVFA

• Due to the outbreak on the 9th of August 2024, and as a transitional measure, the DVFA 
– on the same date - suspended Denmark’s disease-free status for bluetongue virus in 
accordance with article 82, paragraph 3 of Regulation (EU) 2020/689.

• In order to maintain the suspended disease-free status and with the aim to restore the 
disease-free status, we will fulfil the requirements of article 82, paragraph 3 of 
Regulation (EU) 2020/689 and keep the Commission informed on the situation. 
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Current situation in DK as per the 27th of August 2024 at 12:00 PM

Outbreaks Suspicions

24 12
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• Information on outbreaks, suspicions and affected holdings is available on our 

homepage (in English). Data is updated daily.

Bluetongue - Danish Veterinary and Food Administration (foedevarestyrelsen.dk)

https://en.foedevarestyrelsen.dk/animals/animal-health-/animal-diseases/bluetongue


Current situation in DK as per the 27th of August 2024 at 12:00 PM
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Pink dots = confirmed outbreaks

Blue dots = suspicions



Vector surveillance - www.myggetal.dk
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http://www.myggetal.dk/


Latest risk assesment (DK-VET) and rapid risk assesment (DVFA)
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- It is likely that BTV-3 will spread to northern and 

eastern Denmark within the next 3 months

https://dkvet.dk/raadgivning/raadgivningssvar/bluetongue-virus/Den_aktuelle_mittesituatuin_in_Danmark_15-08-2024.pdf
https://foedevarestyrelsen.dk/Media/638598485065391800/Trusselsvurdering%20for%20BTV%20pr.%20august%202024%20i%20Danmark%20og%20Europa.pdf


Vaccines

• As per the 19th of August 2024, the DVFA has 
permitted vaccination against BTV-3.
o BULTAVO-3 (Boehringer Ingelheim).

• Marketing permit has not yet been obtained, 
therefore a derogation has been made 
according to Art. 110, point 2 in Reg. 2019/6.

• Vaccination is voluntary but recommended 
by the DVFA for sheep, goats and cattle and 
for healthy animals in BTV affected 
establishments.

• Vaccination is ongoing. As per the 27th of 
August 2024, more than 62.100 doses have 
been distributed.
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Surveillance due to outbreak

Passive:

• Operators’ notification duty (clinical 
signs, increased mortality etc.).

• AM/PM inspections in slaughterhouses.

• Inspections in relation to export.

• Other inspections.

• Suspicion in laboratories.

Active (proposed scheme by the DVFA still 
on the drawing board):

• Sampling scheme based on bulk milk 
samples from unvaccinated sentinel 
dairy cattle establishments.

• Sampling prevalence 5 % with a 95 % 
confidence interval from each of the 
three areas covered by the veterinary 
inspection units. 

• Frequency: Monthly in the vector active 
period (April through to November).

• Expected number of samples: Monthly 
90 samples / yearly 630 samples.

• Now → up to the industry.
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Communication

• The European Commission and CVOs.

• Specific EU member states (Germany, 
The Netherlands etc.) and third countries.

• Letters to all relevant holdings and 
veterinary practicioners (approx. 20.000).

• New BTV website in spring 2024 with FAQs, 
daily updates, and press releases.

• SoMe-awareness May-June (first two
graphics = 1,1 million people).

• Press and live TV-interviews (72 references 
to BTV in media 9/8-20/8).

• Physical handing out of infographic in May –
in collaboration with the industry.
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Questions?


