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Unit G2 — Animal Health

MINUTES

Meeting of the Animal Health Advisory Committee, the sub-group of the Advisory group on the food
chain and animal and plant health held 24 January 2025.

1. Introduction, opening - Unit G2 Animal Health (Chair: Head of Unit G2)

The Commission welcomed the Members of the Animal Health Advisory Committee and the Members of
the Council of the European Union Presidency Trio — Hungary, Poland, and Denmark, and briefly
explained the purpose of the meeting and then proceeded with the approved agenda.

2. Foot and mouth disease in Germany - information on the disease situation from the
Commission (DG SANTE G2)

The Commission provided an update on the recent foot and mouth disease (FMD) outbreak in Germany
and the measures taken. It noted the swift containment of the outbreak and highlighted the importance of
coordinated EU measures. Germany referred to diagnostic aspects and trade restrictions following the
outbreak.

e FESASS noted and welcomed the rapid and organized response to outbreaks. It requested
clarification on how and from where the virus arrived. It expressed concerns on trade aspects with
third countries and stressed the importance of ensuring sufficient budgetary resources to maintain
veterinary capacity and transparency.

e FVE emphasised the importance of early detection and notification of suspicious cases, drawing
attention to concerns around the origin of the outbreak.

e CEFIC underlined how sectors such as gelatine and collagen manufacturing should be considered
as safe because of their manufacturing process. Possibly having a list of safe commodities would
help to maintain safe trade.

e UECBV raised issues concerning testing regimes as well as the export of natural casings. Specific
authorisations are now required for certain products and confirmed that the export of salted
casings remains compliant with WOAH standards.

e EFFAB referred to the regionalization approach and how linking it with WOAH standards was an
important component in the process of recognition by third countries from the trade perspective.

The Commission invited the stakeholders to foster contact between authorities and economic operators to
promote optimal cooperation and effectiveness of implemented measures.

All the possible origins for the outbreak, including human wrongdoing were considered, from the
epidemiological investigation it appeared that no contact with other susceptible animals took place in the
few weeks before the confirmation of the outbreak.

The Commission agreed on the need to secure adequate funding for animal health preparedness and crisis
response even though the right timing and procedures needed to be followed for advocating for further
funding and that this point would be further pursued in the future.

e FVE reiterated the importance of disease control measures, including vaccination as a tool
available to control FMD.

The Commission repeated that emergency vaccination remains a tool available under specific
epidemiological conditions and in line with EU legislation.

e EFFAB underlined the strategic role of EUFMD in providing regional preparedness tools and
technical support. The Commission informed the Committee on the significant support provided



to EuFMD by the EU and the crucial role, at regional level, of the EUFMD to support Member
Nations in their preparedness and risk monitoring activities.

3. Highly Pathogenic avian influenza in the EU and Americas— State of play and update from the
Commission (DG SANTE G2)

The Commission presented the HPAI situation in the EU and in the North America, including on the
detections of HPAI virus in dairy cows in the US. It also informed on the current EU rules for HPALI in
mammals and on the EFSA activities on assessing the risks from Al viruses in mammalian animals.

Based on the information presented by the Commission questions were asked by stakeholders as follows:

e Eurogroup for animals asked if the Commission is considering the need to change the system of
production in the EU, in particular related to density of farms, due to many outbreaks of animal
diseases.

e FESASS asked if the spread of the HPAI virus between dairy farms is due to movements of
animals and if the animals of mammalian species should be added as listed species for HPAL.

e AVEC stressed the need to work with the sector for its preparedness and informed that the
International Poultry Council has called a working group to work on farm crisis management
(communication + management). They also asked if the mandate that the Commission sent to
EFSA on the risk posed by the HPAI virus currently circulating in the US will be extended to the
risk that the virus might pose to public health. In addition, they asked if more controls are made on
the imported US products.

The Commission replied that high density of animals in farms is a known risk for the spread of animal
diseases and a complication concerning the disease management, in particular concerning the quick
containment of a category A diseases. This has to be taken into consideration by the industry when
assessing the need of structural changes in the animal production.

The Commission confirmed that movement of animals has been mentioned by the US competent
authorities as an important factor of spreading the HPAI virus between dairy cows in the US,

and confirmed that it closely monitors the development of the HPAI detections in the US and will react
accordingly if a risk is identified for animal or public health in the EU with the animal products imported
from the US.



