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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

1. Identification of the programme

Member state: DANMARK

Disease : avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

Request of Community co-financing from beginning of : {2013 toendof (2013

1.1  Contact

Name : Birgitte Beck Jargensen, Danish Veterinary and Food Administragg
Phone: + 4572 27 65 22
Fax.: +457227 6501

Email : brb@fvst.dk

2. Description and implementation of the surveillance programme in
poultry

2.1.1 Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and
coordinating the departments responsible forimplementing the
programme

(max. 32000 chars) :

The central coordination activities at the DVFA are placed in the Animal Health Division. The Animal
Health Division coordinates with the Veterinary Control Offices, The National Veterinary Institute and
Danish Agriculture and Food Council.
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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

2.1.2 System in place for the registration of holdings

(max. 32000 chars) :

Commercial holdings with poultry like holdings with cattle, pigs, sheep, goats, and commercial holdings
with deer, foxes, minks and fish are recorded in a central database, called the Central Husbandry Register
(CHR), which is owned by the Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries. The rules for registration are
laid down in an Order on registration of holdings in CHR. The CHR stores information on the unique
holding code, the address and the geographic coordinates of the holding, data on the farmer, number of
animals of all species and veterinary information. Commercial poultry farmers are obliged to register
their holding in the CHR. Likewise poultry farmers are obliged to report if the holding is closed down. It is
voluntary for owners of backyard flocks to register their holding in CHR. However, if outbreaks of HPAI
H5N1 occur in wild birds or AIV H5 or H7 in a poultry holding, then it is also mandatory for owners of
backyards flocks in zones to register their holding.

2.1.3 Design (risk based or surveillance based on representative sampling)

(max. 32000 chars) :
Risk based surveillance will be implemented for the entire Denmark.

Requirements and criteria stated in Commission Decision of 25 June 2010 (2010/367/EU) on the
implementation of surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild birds will be
complied with.

All laboratory results from the surveillance will be transferred to a poultry database at the Danish
Agriculture and Food Council, where the results are recorded. The DVFA has on line access to the
database. Positive results are also send by e-mail directly from the National Veterinary Institute to the
DVFA and the Veterinary Control Offices.

2.1.3.1 Short description of predominant poultry population and types of
poultry production

(max. 32000 chars) :
135 million hatching eggs are being produced for the broiler production.
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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

102 million broilers are being produced for slaugther in Denmark.
10 million broilers are being produced for slaugther in Germany or the Nederlands.

2,6 million layers are being produced and app. 930 million table eggs are being produced.

800.000 hatching eggs are being produced for duck production.
630.000 ducks are being produced for slaugther in Germany.

1 million turkeys are being produced for slaugther in Germany.
1.4 million hatching eggs are being produced for production of partridges and pheasants.

Source: Danish Agriculture and Food Council

2.1.3.2 Criteria and risk factors for risk based surveillance(1)

(max. 32000 chars) :

By virtue of its geographical location, Denmark is a node on migration routes for many waterfowl that
breed in particular Scandinavia, Russia and Siberia and winters in Europe and Africa. The shallow inlets
and marine areas are important feeding areas, which are ice-free in most winters and several waterfowl
are wintering. Denmark is therefore identified as a high risk area where preventive measures against Al
in poultry holdings according to Commission Decision 2005/734/EC are in force all year round, including
the early detection system.

Commercial holdings with more than 100 animals in a target group will be included in the surveillance
program and tested once or more frequently. Breeder flocks will be tested once a year, pullets before
release to egg production, outdoors layers four times a year and outdoor slaughter poultry before
slaughter. In addition, turkeys are tested before slaughter. In risk areas, breeder flocks and indoor layers
are tested twice a year. Risk areas are defined as areas 3 km from the coastal line and around large lakes.
Holdings with game birds for restocking will be tested four times a year during the season from February
to August. The first test is on blood samples from breeding animals and the three other tests are PCR test
on offspring. Further, when poultry and game birds are traded, they had to be accompanied by a
certificate stating that the herd had been tested within the preceding three months for poultry and two
months for game birds.

The DVFA consider the inclusion of game birds for restocking in the programmes to be very important,
due to the fact that especially mallards are known to be asymptomatic carriers of avian influenza virus.
Evaluation of previous data from the Danish programme indicates that game bird holdings, which are
tested 4 times during the breeding season, may be tested negative for LPAI subtype H5 or H7 in the first
serological test (which is performed on breeding animals) but may test positive in one of the following
routine tests in offspring (offspring are tested with PCR). The strategy with multiple samplings of game
bird holdings has been justified as Denmark during the summer 2006 detected LP H5 on three locations
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Standard requirements for the submission of
surveillance programmes for avian influenza

in the last of the four samplings. This strategy will be continued.

(1) Including maps showing target sampling sites identified as being particularly at risk for the introduction of avian
influenza virus, taking into account criteria set out in point 4 of Annex | to Commission Decision 2010/367/EC.

2.2 Target populations (2)

(max. 32000 chars) :

Commercial holdings with more than 100 animals in a target population will be included and tested
once or more frequently. The target populations will be:

a) chicken breeders

b) laying hens (indoor flocks in risk areas)
¢) free range laying hens

d) free range broilers

e) fattening turkey

f) duck breeders

g) fattening ducks

h) geese breeders

i) fattening geese

i) farmed game birds (gallinaceous)
j) farmed game birds (waterfowl)

2) including MS specific exceptional circumstances as described in Annex | point 3 of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU)
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