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https://twitter.com/Food_EU/status/1640343811250429955

Audits and guestionnaires

The main objective of the audits was to assess the
effectiveness of official controls to ensure the

protection of the welfare of laying hens at all the
stages of production.



Official controls

Control plan:
» Risk factors identification / justification (data)
 Stratification: size, stage (hatcheries, pullets), farming system
» Quality Assurance Schemes not used yet

» Liaison between authorities/bodies (egg marketing, organics)

Instructions and training for officials

Implementation of controls:
* Proportion of farms per year. Very variable.

* Frequency of inspection per farm. Usually not pre-established.

» QOverstocking

Randomly selected farms for validation of the control plan:
V * As a proportion of the planned controls

» As regular projects

.
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Beak trimming

 Variety of national rules
 From total ban...
... to generic and uncontrolled authorisation.
/;/@ « Authorities’ verification weaknesses
e Trimming procedure

e Use for preventing feather pecking
« Authorities’ knowledge gaps

» Records (at hatcheries, at farm, commercial documents)

* Prevalence of feather pecking
e Potential of use for risk-based controls.

« Farms with higher risk of feather pecking



 Limiting factor

e Verandas

e Temporal confinement

 End-of-lay hens
e Forced moulting
* Transport & slaughter

 Alternatives to culling male day-old-chicks
 In-ovo sexing

e Dual-purpose
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