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FMD Lesvos Island 

43 outbreaks since 16 March 2026

Establishment of :
• 3 km Protection Zone, around the outbreaks
• 10 km Surveillance Zone, around the outbreaks
• Further Restricted zone covering the rest of the 

island of Lesvos



Outbreak animals, n animals showing clinical signs PCR ELISA

Ref.
date of 
susp.

date of 
confirmation cattle

sheep and 
goats

cattle (age of oldest 
lesion) sheep & goats

n, 
tested

n, 
positive

n, 
tested

n, 
positive

ADIS 1 15/3/2026 16/3/2026 38 250 9 0 11 6 13 0

ADIS 2 18/3/2026 20/3/2026 15 309 0 0 0 0 28 16

ADIS 3 20/3/2026 23/3/2026 0 350 0 1 60 0 30 16

ADIS 4 18/3/2026 23/3/2026 0 550 0 45 30 0 15 1

ADIS 5 18/3/2026 23/3/2026 23 0 9 0 6 0 3 1

ADIS 6 21/3/2026 24/3/2026 0 198 0 22 22 2 22 5

ADIS 7 18/3/2026 23/3/2026 13 203 1 10 22 1 11 0

ADIS 8 21/3/2026 24/3/2026 1 120 0 12 0 0 12 5

ADIS 9 21/3/2026 24/3/2026 0 272 0 19 38 0 19 13

ADIS 10 21/3/2026 24/3/2026 0 94 0 14 0 0 10 4

ADIS 11 21/3/2026 24/3/2026 0 227 0 15 0 0 15 11

ADIS 12 21/3/2026 24/3/2026 0 254 0 16 0 0 10 3

ADIS 13 19/3/2026 24/3/2026 34 297 1 24 0 0 25 18

ADIS 14 19/3/2026 24/3/2026 9 190 1 10 20 0 10 7

ADIS 15 22/3/2026 26/3/2026 0 210 0 19 19 1 0 0

ADIS 16 24/3/2026 27/3/2026 2 202 1 20 42 0 15 6

ADIS 17 21/3/2026 26/3/2027 5 43 1 4 14 1 5 1

ADIS 18 26/3/2026 30/3/2026 0 565 0 28 56 0 28 16

ADIS 19 26/3/2026 30/3/2026 0 321 0 27 54 0 27 21

ADIS 20 25/3/2026 2/4/2026 0 408 0 24 48 6 24 0

ADIS 21 25/3/2026 2/4/2026 0 413 0 28 56 8 28 0

ADIS 22 29/3/2026 3/4/2026 80 225 1 48 98 0 49 4

ADIS 23 19/3/2026 26/3/2026 35 481 0 28 68 4 28 1

ADIS 24 2/4/2026 6/4/2026 0 284 0 50 20 0 49 34

ADIS 25 3/4/2026 8/4/2026 2 162 0 70 20 0 70 6

ADIS 26 3/4/2026 8/4/2026 0 180 0 120 20 0 70 1

ADIS 27 6/4/2026 8/4/2026 0 306 0 70 20 0 70 2

ADIS 28 7/4/2026 9/4/2026 0 90 0 1 20 0 62 4

ADIS 29 8/4/2026 14/4/2026 0 140 0 1 20 0 65 34

ADIS 30 8/4/2026 14/4/2026 0 100 0 1 20 0 46 31

ADIS 31 8/4/2026 15/4/2026 0 400 0 1 20 0 90 5

ADIS 32 7/4/2026 15/4/2026 0 230 0 0 20 0 81 8

ADIS 33 14/4/2026 16/4/2026 0 135 0 0 N/A N/A 66 39

ADIS 34 14/4/2026 16/4/2026 0 120 0 0 N/A N/A 60 44

ADIS 35 14/4/2026 17/4/2026 1 1000 0 0 N/A N/A 110 80

ADIS 36 14/4/2026 17/4/2026 0 120 0 60 20 0 60 2

ADIS 37 14/4/2026 17/4/2026 0 249 0 81 20 0 81 5

ADIS 38 15/4/2026 17/4/2026 0 250 0 79 20 0 79 79

ADIS 39 16/4/2026 17/4/2026 0 144 0 65 20 0 65 32

ADIS 40 16/4/2026 17/4/2026 0 333 0 87 20 0 87 11

ADIS 41 15/4/2026 17/4/2026 0 93 0 54 20 0 54 34

ADIS 42 16/4/2026 17/4/2026 0 26 0 26 20 0 26 11

ADIS 43 15/4/2026 17/4/2026 0 100 0 55 20 0 55 53

Number of holdings examined 426

Number of outbreaks 43

Number of animals tested 11.652

Number of samples 21412

Holdings  examined

Species Number

Bovine 13

Sheep 337

Goats 12

Mixed 64

Total 426



cattle sheep & goats pigs

Number of holdings
examined

Number of positive holdings
farms, n cattle, n farms, n sheep & goats, n farms, n pigs, n

Prorection zone
309=(19)+290

19 170 2568 971 142.428 16 182

Surveilance zone
104=(23)+81

23 52 476 502 71.734 1 13

FRZ 13=(2)+11 2 224 1480 2784 259.089 6 53

Total 426 43 446 4462 3253 473.251 24 258

Surveillance 16.03.2026-17.04.2026 



Measures

• Strict measures are still in place

• Ban on movement of animals, products, by-products and feeding-
stuffs, including personal luggage items of animal origin outside the
island of Lesvos

• Ban on slaughter



Additional Measures

• Immediate mobilization and strengthening of veterinary services with additional
personnel and partnerships, where required (a legislative intervention allows
regions to recruit private veterinarians, while arrangements have also been made
to enable the contribution of military veterinarians).

• Close cooperation among all involved authorities (Ministry of Rural
Development and Food, Regions, Hellenic Police, Coast Guard, European
authorities), aiming at full traceability and containment of the spread.

• Expanded coverage of operational costs for the Regional Units, ensuring full
compensation not only for interventions in areas with confirmed cases, but also
for preventive measures across the entire country.

• Activation of the European Civil Protection Mechanism (Germany, Austria) ,
securing critical equipment and personal protective gear (disinfection sprayers,
masks, protective suits, etc.), significantly supporting field operations.



Additional Measures

• Legislative Act No. 5292 –Article 4: Compensation of cheese-producing
businesses on the island of Lesvos

• Deployment of 10 veterinarians from ELGO-DIMITRA to support clinical
surveillance, following the Minister’s directive.

• Furthermore, 14 military veterinarians have been assigned to Lesvos, while the
Regional Units of Evros, Samos, Kos and Rhodes will be reinforced with two
veterinarians each.

• Biosecurity guidelines for raw milk and dairy products originating from areas
under restrictions due to foot-and-mouth disease is under process by the General
Directorate of Veterinary Service.



Additional National Measures (Disinfection Stations)

Installation of Disinfection Stations at Strategic Points

• To prevent mechanical transmission of FMD virus 
through vehicles, equipment, and personnel moving 
between zones and through the island’s main 
transport hubs.

• Disinfection Station at Mytilene port.

• Stations installed at entry/exit routes connecting:

• the Protection Zone (3 km)

• the Surveillance Zone (10 km)

• the Further Restricted Zone

• These stations ensure controlled, disinfected 
movement between zones.

• Awareness of the remaining islands in the area 



National Reference Lab- Sampling

• Lesvos is considered as high-risk area for FMD circulation, due the dense livestock and dairy 
network.

• Clinical inspections and sampling in all holdings within the Protection and Surveillance Zones are
ongoing due to the enlargement of the zones. Sampling has started in the FRZ.

• After the EU-VET mission, sampling has been revised and proportionate

• The National Reference Laboratory receives a high number of samples daily

• The average number of samples arriving at the lab is approximately 1200 daily

• The daily testing capacity is of 800 serological and 500 molecular tests for FMD.

• Highest priority for FMD samples but also SGP samples are carried out by the same lab.



National Reference Lab- Sampling

• Currently there are discussions for the sampling of milk originating from holdings within the FRZ 
so as to early detect the virus  (PCR)

• The most recent relevant research arises in 2007 and was related to milk from bovine animals

• Contact with the EU-reference lab for the existing protocol

• Useful screening tool 









FMD Expert Mission to Lesvos
EU VET 24 – 27 March 2026

• Providing on-the-spot assistance

• Identified critical  bottlenecks

• Identified points for improvement, some already addressed (refine 
sampling plan), others under development

• Recommendations made



Special thanks to:

• Experts of the EU-VET team for their valuable support and help in
identifying and improving the critical points and as well the
European Commission for the support and quick response in
organizing the mission in a short notice

• To the European Civil Protection Mechanism (Germany, Austria)
for the equipment and personal protective gear (disinfection
sprayers, masks, protective suits, etc.) provided to support the field
operations.
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