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822.000 wild boar hunted in 
DE in 2017/2018

-> ∅ 20 h to hunt a wild boar

-> 16,4 Mio h in total

-> 145 Mio € (based on 
German minimum wage)  

Wild boar reproduction rate 
of 250%



Conclusions of the study
 Localized analyses indicate that wild

boar populations have increased
significantly across Europe over the past
30 years
 This increase is affecting the distribution

of diseases, affecting human and AH,
contributing to negative wild boar
interactions, and causing damage to
agricultural crops and biodiversity
 Hunting has not prevented the growth of

wild boar populations. However, it is likely
that without hunting the problem would
be worse.



Conclusions of the study
Decreasing trends in hunters, changing hunting practices,

reforestation, increased food availability (mast, agricultural
crops) drive wild boar population growth
Primary factor responsible increased wild boar populations is

climate change (milder winter strongly -> reproduction,
juvenile survival)
Changing agricultural practices have created favorable

conditions: Availability of multiple food sources & tranquility
and shelter



FACE work on ASF…
• Technical knowledge base:

• Management
• Biosecurity
• Monitoring 

• Communication: 
• With members
• Public 
• Other land user stakeholders

• Sharing best practices
• Engagement in policy discussions 



FACE coordinating between Benelux 
hunting associations…



FACE members engaging with governments on ASF…



FACE ASF video coming soon on…



FACE very thankful for collaboration with EC…





ASP: always on agenda of FACE lobbying in EP



The role of hunters…
• Hunters are the eyes and ears of 

the countryside
• Deep understanding of wildlife 

management 
• Often the first to find evidence 

of AH issues in the wild:
• Providing samples of carcasses
• Assisting in managing diseases: 

surveying, information exchange
• Shooting
• Biosecurity awareness: essential 

for containing ASF



What’s needed now for ASF?
• EFSA recommendation 2017: “Drastic depopulation, targeted 

hunting of female wild boar and carcass removal implemented 
as only measure to control ASF in the WB population need to 
be implemented in a highly effective manner (at or beyond the 
limit of reported effectivity in wild boar management) to 
sustainably halt the spread of ASF”

• But we need clarity actions hunters should do:
• Searching and dealing with carcasses 
• Which method to use for reducing wild boar populations? 
• Emergency plan for first case in the region? (good example: 

CZ)
• Follow-up measures



WANTED
ONLY 

DEAD!!!
100 €



FACE Recommendations
• Improving our knowledge base: new science, surveys, funding for 

wildlife biology research activities 
• Modern Wild Boar Management Plan:

• Cross territory driven hunts, targeted hunt for female wild boars
• Use of modern hunting equipment: night vision, silencers,…
• Allocating resources (50 Euro/wild boar, cooling equipment,…) 
• Compensation for agricultural damages
• Biosecurity courses 
• Hunting in non-huntable areas (e.g. nature reserves)
• Better international collaboration (e.g. with Belarus)

• Integration of hunters’ delegates in ASF crisis management 



Risk of ASF
• WILD BOAR: Infected pig

spreads the virus with all
the secretions;

• CARCASS: dead wild boar
remains infectious in
nature for months;

• MAN - carries the virus/
transmits with footwear,
clothing, equipment

• VEHICLE - inadequate
cleaning of vehicles that
have been in contact with
contaminated material;

• ADDITIONAL FEEDING -
stocking of grain and food
waste in the forest.





INFOGRAPHICS: BIOSECURITY IN FOREST TO ERADICATE ASF
• Each wild boar is a potential carrier of infection and spreads the virus with all secretions

(blood, faeces, secretions from nose and mouth)
• In risk areas, all hunted wild boars must be tested for ASF and The local Veterinary office

must be informed of all wild boars found dead
• The location of the dead wild boar carcass must be determined accurately
• The carcass found must be buried as close to the finding site as possible or

transported/delivered to the to the container
• To test the wild boar a blood sample must be taken from the heart or lung.
• Label and pack the sample correctly and deliver to the laboratory as fast as possible. Before

delivery to the laboratory, the blood samples must be stored at temperature +4…+6°C. Do
not freeze the samples!

• Extract carcasses separately ensuring no infectious material is left (blood, offal, …)
• The vehicle used for transportation must be cleaned and disinfected
• Carcasses must be stored separately to avoid contamination, hanging in a room where the

temperature is 0-7 degrees Celsius and can only be skinned or cut into pieces once the test
shows to be negative

• Carcase must be identifiable AND ASF positive carcass must be taken into the container



INFOGRAPHICS: BIOSECURITY IN FOREST TO ERADICATE ASF
• When hunting, it must be taken into account that each hunted and dead hunted

wild boar is a risk of infection, and it is therefore very important to ensure
biosecurity at every step.

• The use and marketing of wild boar meat is prohibited. Until the results of the tests
are receives, the carcasses of wild boar must be stored in one piece in a hunting
house fully equipped for primary handling of meat. To handle small quantities of
game meat an economic activity report must be submitted to the Veterinary Board.

• After hunting, all surfaces exposed to possible contaminants must be cleaned and
disinfected - clothing, footwear, weapons, vehicles and other hunting equipment.
Within 48 hours after hunting, it is prohibited to enter the territory of a pig farm.

• Ask for instructions for disinfection from the Veterinary Office. The blood sample
must be delivered to the Veterinary Laboratory office. Samples can be taken into
the Veterinary and Food Laboratory 24/7, to the VTA county veterinary offices on
working days from 8AM to 4PM and on weekends by agreement.



MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS 



FACE on Common Agricultural Policy 
Defining biodiversity as a production objective
Promoting concrete measures to restore and protect

habitats for huntable, non-huntable species as well as field
birds: multiannual flowered areas, energy from wild plants,
abolition of mulching, set-aside, reducing pesticides, etc.
 Linking direct payments to concrete and effective agri-

environmental measures



EC/FACE ASF Conference at 
Jagd und Hund, Dortmund

• “Jagd und Hund”: largest hunting 
fair in Europe (90.000 visitors)

• 30 January 2019 
• Focus on the role of hunters 

eradicating ASF 
• Leading experts from EC, MS and 

stakeholders are invited 
• Press briefings, panel discussions



Thank you very much for your attention!

Ceterum censeo:
Wolves must be hunted and NOT strictly protected!
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