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Derogation for movements of kept equine animals to other Member States
The competent authority of the Member State of origin may authorise the movement to another 
Member State of registered equine animals not complying with animal health certification 
requirements laid down in Article 143(1) of Regulation (EU) 2016/429, provided that:
• (a) the competent authority of the Member State of destination established the conditions based 

on the requirements referred to in points (b) and (c) and has informed the Commission and the 
other Member States that such movements are authorised;

• (b) the animals kept and moved on the respective territories of the Member State of origin and 
of the Member State of destination fulfil at least the animal health requirements for movement of 
kept equine animals to other Member States, and in particular the specific animal health 
requirements laid down in Article 22;

• (c) the competent authority of the Member State of origin fulfils the condition, established by the 
competent authority of the Member State of destination, for the traceability of the animals moved 
and notifies the competent authority of the Member State of destination about the intention of 
using the derogation.

Article 69 of Regulation (EU) 2020/688



• Frequent movement of racehorses and horses used as a hobby to 
participate in various events between neighbouring Member States.

• Insignificant health risk because of high health status.
• Trotters do not have FEI passports, which means that they cannot take 

advantage of the derogation provided for in Article 92 of Regulation (EU) 
2020/688 and they cannot use the health certificate valid for 30 days
with multiple entries.

• Lessen administrative burden on competent authorities and horse 
keepers issuing of health certificates.

• Restrict the use of the derogation to:
• Registered equine animal;
• Temporary movement, obligation to come back.

Why?



• the registered equine animal comes from a MS without category D 
disease within the past 36 months,

• the animal complies with the general requirements for movements,
• the MS of origin has authorized the movement of the registered

equine animal back to the establishment of origin from Estonia 
without animal health certificate after the equestrian event,

• the registered equine animal returns to the MS of origin within ten 
days after departure accompanied by a DOCOM,

• the operator at the place of origin in the MS of origin has signed a 
DOCOM (named 2020/688 Article 69 - to Estonia) prior to the 
movement to the equestrian event.

Conditions for movement of registered equine animals to
participate in an equestrian event in Estonia



• the registered equine animal comes from a MS of origin without 
category D disease within the past 36 months,

• the animal complies with the general requirements for movements,
• the MS of origin has authorized the registered equine animal to be

moved from Estonia to the equestrian event without animal health
certificate,

• the animal returns to the establishment of origin in Estonia within ten 
days after departure from that establishment accompanied by a 
DOCOM,

• the operator at the place of origin in Estonia has signed a DOCOM
(named 2020/688 Article 69 to Finland/Norway) prior to the movement to 
the equestrian event.

Conditions for movement of registered equine animals returning to
Estonia after participating in an equestrian event



• Accidents or change of plans can be the reason why the
horse is not returning within 10 days. 

• Further movement is under ordinary provisions (AHL and 
OCR).

• Operator is responsible for additional costs.

Measures if conditions cannot be fulfilled during journey



• Notification to authorities in Estonia by 1 May.
• If conditions are fulfilled, applicable for Member State of origin in 

first quarter of following year.
• The situation in the Member State of origin as regards category D 

diseases listed in Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 
2018/1882 for equine animals, with the exception of those that are 
only relevant for breeding (CEM, EVA), will be verified using the 
ADIS. 

• At this state the eligible MS of origin are Finland and Norway.
• Estonia intends to apply the derogation from 1 May 2025.

Procedure to establish which countries the derogation applies to 
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