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ARTICLE 4 REQUEST 

Regulation (EU) 2015/2283 

 

Consultation request to determine the status of UV-treated wine pursuant to Article 

4(2) of Regulation (EU) 2015/2283 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 

25 November 2015 on novel foods 

Recipient Member State: Denmark, Danish Veterinary and Food Administration (DVFA). 
 
Validation Date: 3 October 2025 
 
Name and description of the novel food:  
 
The request concerns wine treated with ultra-violet (UV)-C-light-dosages up to 3kJ/L. The pur-
pose of the UV-treatment is to microbiologically stabilize the wine at various stages of the produc-
tion process (must, end of alcoholic fermentation, after malolactic fermentation, during ageing, 
etc.).  
 
Status – Not novel food   

 
Reasons statement 
The application of UV-C-treatment with dosages up to 3 kJ/L aims to stabilize the microbial con-
ditions in must and wine by reducing spoilage-related yeasts and bacteria in winemaking. UV-C-
treated wine was not used for human consumption to a significant degree within the Union before 
15 May 1997. 
 
The evaluation of the analyses and references in the dossier indicate that UV-C treatment of must 
and wine with dosages up to 3 kJ/L at various stages of the production process does not give rise 
to significant changes in the composition or structure of the wine, affecting its nutritional value, 
metabolism or the level of undesirable substances. Consequently, the product does not fall under 
the category specified in Article 3(2)(a)(vii) of Regulation (EU) 2015/2283, nor any other catego-
ries in Article 3(2)(a), and therefore it is not considered a novel food. 
 
Although the product is not novel food, national regulations regarding UV-treatment of food may 
restrict the use in some EU Member States, meaning that the use of the UV-treatment for the de-
scribed purpose may need to be authorized by the responsible national authority. 
 
Conclusion 
Wine treated with UV-C light at dosages up to 3kJ/L is not considered a novel food. 
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