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Attachment 1  


Enhancements of cattle measures in England since 2011  


 


2011 Introduced DNA tagging of bTB reactors to ensure that all reactors 


are removed from farms and that fraudulent identity changes cannot 


take place. 


2012 Reduced statutory bTB compensation for owners of herds with 


overdue tests. 


Tightened pre-movement testing rules including amendments to 


exemption for movements to shows and movements between 


holdings within the same Sole Occupancy Authority (SOA) that spans 


different TB risk zones and movements of cattle that had been in a 


herd for less than 30 days. 


Banned new SOAs and applications to add new holdings to existing 


SOAs. 


Phased removal of Cattle Tracing System (CTS) links between 


holdings in one/two-yearly testing parishes and holdings in three/four-


yearly testing parishes. 


Banned new Approved Quarantine Units which sourced calves from 


TB breakdown herds with existing Units closed by the end of 2013. 


2013 Adopted county-based routine bTB surveillance testing with 


significant extension of annual testing to herds in High Risk/Edge 


Areas and four-yearly testing of herds in Low Risk Area. 


Introduced radial testing of all herds within 3km of a lesion/culture 


positive bTB breakdown herd in the Low Risk Area.   


Cattle movements into non-lesion/culture positive bTB breakdown 


herds only permitted after the first post-breakdown test and subject to 


a satisfactory veterinary risk assessment (to align with policy for 


lesion/culture positive bTB breakdown herds). 


Pre-movement testing window for movements from bTB restricted 


herds reduced from 60 to 30 days. n.b. only a very small number of 


cattle are moved between restricted herds, subject to a veterinary risk 


assessment. 


Increased auditing of Approved Finishing Units (which send cattle to 


slaughter) and enhanced sanctions for non-compliance 


Introduced risk-based bTB testing in Approved Finishing Units with 


higher testing burden remaining in Units with grazing. 







Enhanced the quality assurance programme for Official Vets carrying 


out bTB testing. 


Phased removal of CTS links between High Risk and Edge Areas. 


Rolled-out a voluntary risk-based trading scheme in livestock 


markets. 


Introduced requirement for two consecutive clear herd tests (rather 


than one) at severe interpretation for non-lesion/culture positive bTB 


breakdown herds in the Edge Area before restrictions lifted. 


2014 Introduced mandatory parallel interferon-gamma assay for 


lesion/culture positive bTB breakdown herds in the Edge Area; 


discretionary for non-lesion/culture positive bTB breakdown herds in 


Edge Area. 


Introduced radial testing of all herds within 3km of a lesion/culture 


positive bTB breakdown herd in the Cheshire and Derbyshire Edge 


Area.   


Reduced Common Agricultural Policy Scheme payments for overdue 


bTB surveillance or ‘check’ tests.   


Enhanced the approach for dealing with persistent bTB breakdowns. 


Introduced powers to remove cattle which are unable to be tested for 


bTB. 


Tightened pre-movement testing rules by removing exemption for 


movements to and from common land. 


Tightened pre-movement testing rules by removing remaining 


exemption for cattle moved between holdings that are part of the 


same Sole Occupancy Authority (SOA). 


Stopped the practice of de-restricting parts of some TB-restricted 


(non-OTF) holdings. 


Introduced a power to enable Defra to share TB breakdown location 


details – we aim to start doing that from early 2015. 


Tightened rules for TB Isolation Units (must now be on a separate 


CPH to the main herd).  


Introduced new regulations on TB testing and statutory compensation 


for deer and camelids. 


Increased parallel interferon-gamma testing in breakdown herds in 


High Risk Area by approximately 50%, by enforcing existing policy. 


2015 Extending reduced Common Agricultural Policy Scheme payments 


(cross-compliance penalties) for overdue bTB tests to include all 







 types of TB tests, with very few exceptions. 


In the Edge Area of Cheshire, replaced annual TB herd testing and 


targeted radial testing of all herds within 3km of a lesion/culture 


positive bTB breakdown herd with six-monthly herd testing. 


Launch of a new interactive mapping tool (www.IbTB.co.uk) providing 


up to date information to cattle keepers on bTB incidents in England 


and Wales.  


Publication of regular field epidemiology reports for the Low Risk and 


Edge areas on the www.gov.uk/defra website, to better inform 


decisions when trading cattle.  


Introduction of improved IT data capture system for epidemiological 
investigation outcomes to support targeted enhancement of more 
sensitive testing regimes in the High Risk Area.  


Launch and promotion of new guidance to cattle farmers (agreed with 
key industry groups) on how to protect their herd from TB through 
implementing improved bio-security on farm. 


Introduction of a single web-based hub for bTB information and 
advice on best practice bio-security and trading. Aimed at cattle 
keepers and vets. Delivered by industry groups, supported by Defra.  


www.tbhub.co.uk/ 


2016 Launch of a new ‘TB advantage’ genetic indexing system for dairy 
bulls, to help dairy farmers breed cows with improved resistance to 
TB. First TB breeding index for cattle in the world. 


http://dairy.ahdb.org.uk/technical-information/breeding-genetics/tb-
advantage/ 


Compulsory post-movement testing of cattle entering the LRA of 
England from herds in other parts of England and Wales. 


www.gov.uk/government/publications/bovine-tb-information-note-
0116-post-movement-testing 


 


Introducing a more rigorous and sensitive skin testing regime in all TB 
breakdown herds in the annually tested area of England (two short 
interval tests at severe interpretation as default before they can regain 
OTF status). 


www.gov.uk/government/publications/bovine-tb-information-note-
0216-resolving-tb-breakdowns-in-the-high-risk-area 


Introduction of an optional private gamma testing facility to improve 
detection of infected cattle not eligible for a government-funded test, 
in prescribed circumstances and subject to APHA approval. 


www.gov.uk/government/news/apha-offers-private-blood-testing-to-



http://www.ibtb.co.uk/

http://www.gov.uk/defra

http://www.tbhub.co.uk/

http://dairy.ahdb.org.uk/technical-information/breeding-genetics/tb-advantage/

http://dairy.ahdb.org.uk/technical-information/breeding-genetics/tb-advantage/

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bovine-tb-information-note-0116-post-movement-testing

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bovine-tb-information-note-0116-post-movement-testing

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bovine-tb-information-note-0216-resolving-tb-breakdowns-in-the-high-risk-area

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bovine-tb-information-note-0216-resolving-tb-breakdowns-in-the-high-risk-area

http://www.gov.uk/government/news/apha-offers-private-blood-testing-to-help-diagnose-tb-in-cattle





help-diagnose-tb-in-cattle 


A voluntary pre-sale TB check testing scheme pilot for cattle keepers 
in the LRA whose herds are tested every four years and who are 
planning to sell all or part of their herd. 


www.gov.uk/government/publications/bovine-tb-information-note-
0316-pre-sale-tb-check-tests  


Phase out Sole Occupancy Authorities and Cattle Tracing System 
Links from summer 2016 and summer 2017 and review controls on 
cattle movements within a 10-mile radius of home premises 


www.gov.uk/government/news/new-animal-movement-rules-to-cut-
red-tape-and-boost-resilience  


www.gov.uk/government/publications/livestock-movements-simpler-
rules-from-2016-to-2017  


Further 


planned 


enhancements 


for 2016/17 


 Phasing out of Exempt Finishing Units in the Low Risk Area – 


complete 


 Reducing TB risks from Approved Finishing Units – in progress 


 Launch of a private accreditation scheme for bovine TB (similar 


to schemes for disease such as BVD, IBR and Johne’s 


disease) in close collaboration with Defra and aligned with 


other biosecurity policies promoted by Defra – planned for 


October 2016 


 Introducing stricter rules for default parallel IFN-g testing in 


breakdown herd in the High Risk Area – consultation launched 


August 2016 


 Testing all forward tracing cattle at severe interpretation of the 


SICCT test  – consultation launched August 2016 


 Introducing measures to reduce risk from inconclusive reactor 


cattle – consultation launched August 2016 


www.gov.uk/government/consultations/bovine-tb-controls-in-the-high-
risk-and-edge-areas-of-england  


https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/bovine-tb-improving-
testing-in-the-high-risk-area-of-england  


 



http://www.gov.uk/government/news/apha-offers-private-blood-testing-to-help-diagnose-tb-in-cattle
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Attachment 2 


Statistical figures and tables for England and Wales 


 


Figure 1 – Annual number of tuberculin skin herd tests carried out in Officially TB Free 


(OTF) cattle holdings in England and Wales between 2008 and 2015 (a), new bovine TB herd 


incidents or ‘breakdowns’ (i.e. previously OTF herds with at least one skin test reactor or 


culture-confirmed slaughterhouse case) identified in the same period (b) and total herds with 


OTF status suspended or withdrawn at the end of each year (c). 


 


 


(a) 


 


 


 


 


(b) 
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(c) 


 


 


Figure 2 – Annual number of tuberculin skin tests carried out in animals in England and 


Wales between 2008 and 2015 (a), animals slaughtered as test reactors or direct contacts (b) 


and infected cattle detected at routine post-mortem meat inspection (c). 


(a) 


 


(b) 
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(c)  


 


 


 


 


 


Figure 3 – Quarterly herd incidence, expressed as new herd breakdowns per 100 herd-years at 


risk of infection during the year, in England and Wales (a) and in the three bTB risk areas of 


England (b). Source: Defra bTB National Statistics, published 16 March 2016 


https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/507870/bovine


tb-statsnotice-quarterly-16mar16.pdf 


 


(a) 



https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/507870/bovinetb-statsnotice-quarterly-16mar16.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/507870/bovinetb-statsnotice-quarterly-16mar16.pdf
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(b) 


 


 


 


Figure 4 – Monthly herd prevalence, expressed as the percentage of all cattle herds with OTF 


status suspended or withdrawn at the end of the period due to a TB breakdown, in England 


and Wales (a) and in the three bTB risk areas of England (b). Source: Defra bTB National 


Statistics, published 16 March 2016 


https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/507870/bovine


tb-statsnotice-quarterly-16mar16.pdf 


 


(a) 


 


 



https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/507870/bovinetb-statsnotice-quarterly-16mar16.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/507870/bovinetb-statsnotice-quarterly-16mar16.pdf





6 


 


(b) 
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Figure 5 – Geographic distribution of new total TB herd incidents identified during 2015 in 


each bTB risk regions of England and in Wales.  Herds with OTF status withdrawn (OTFW) 


are shown as red dots.  Herds with OTF status suspended as blue or green dots.  The pink 


area represents the annual testing counties of England. (Note: “LRA” – Low Risk Area, 


“HRA” – High Risk Area).   
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Table 2a – Headline herd-level annual bTB statistics for England 2008-2015. Source: Defra 


bTB National Statistics, published 16 March 2016 


https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/507870/bovine


tb-statsnotice-quarterly-16mar16.pdf 
 


 
 


 
(1) Data from 2008 to date extracted from AHVLA's new IT system (Sam). Data for earlier years were derived 


from the old IT system (VetNet), are not directly comparable and have not been included in this historical series. 


 


(2) OTF herds that suffered a new TB breakdown as a result of animals reacting to a skin test or animals 


disclosed with TB during routine meat inspection at commercial slaughter. 


 


(3) A subset of all new TB breakdowns, in which infection with Mycobacterium bovis (the bovine TB bacillus) 


was confirmed by detection of typical lesions in at least one TB test reactor or by laboratory culture. 


 


(4) An approximate herd incidence estimate calculated as the number of new total (and OTFW) breakdowns 


divided by the number of tests carried out in OTF herds (as in the National statistics). 


 


(5) percentage of active herds with OTF status suspended or withdrawn at the end of the year, due to an ongoing 


TB incident. 


 


(6) Non-reactor animals slaughtered in the course of an OTFW breakdown because they were considered to 


have been exposed to the bovine TB bacterium. 


 


(7) Cases of TB detected during routine meat inspection at commercial slaughter of test-negative animals with 


suspect lesions from which M. bovis was isolated in laboratory culture. 


 


Note - In 2001, the TB testing and control programme was largely suspended due to the Foot and Mouth 


Disease (FMD) outbreak. When herd testing resumed in 2002, resources were concentrated on herds with 


overdue TB tests which would have had a longer period in which to contract the disease. Also the proportion of 


high risk herds tested post-FMD was greater than that prior to the outbreak. Consequently, the number of TB 


incidents since 2002 are not comparable to those in previous years. 


 


 


Table 2b – Herd incidence and herd prevalence in 2014 and 2015. Source: Defra bTB 


National Statistics, published 16 March 2016. 


 
New TB herd breakdowns per 100 herd-years at risk  Herds restricted due to a TB breakdown, as a 


percentage of all registered cattle herds at end  


 12 months to end  
Dec 2014 


12 months to end  
Dec 2015 


Dec 2014 Dec 2015 


     


England  8.4  9.6  5.7  6.1  


High risk area  17.7  18.4  11.5  12.3  


Edge area  4.2  5.5  2.8  3.2  


Low risk area  0.6  1.0  0.2  0.3  


     


Wales  8.1  8.1  5.1  5.2  


Year


Cattle herds 


registered at 


year end


Total herd 


tests 


Total tests in 


officially TB 


free (OTF) 


herds


New TB herd 


breakdowns 


(2)


New OTFW 


TB herd 


breakdowns 


(3)


Herd 


incidence (all 


breakdowns) 


(4)


Herd 


incidence 


(OTFW 


breakdowns) 


(4)


Non-OTF 


herds at 


year's end


Herd 


prevalence at 


year's end 


(5)


2008 58,380 47,417 38,505 3,766 2,448 9.8% 6.4% 2,832 4.9%


2009 57,376 50,141 40,333 3,363 2,283 8.3% 5.7% 2,484 4.3%


2010 56,515 52,955 42,896 3,632 2,483 8.5% 5.8% 2,598 4.6%


2011 54,293 54,122 42,825 3,802 2,628 8.9% 6.1% 2,982 5.5%


2012 53,561 63,499 51,815 3,919 2,867 7.6% 5.5% 3,242 6.1%


2013 53,706 64,428 52,807 3,890 2,806 7.4% 5.3% 3,102 5.8%


2014 51,722 68,908 57,712 3,804 2,790 6.6% 4.8% 2,935 5.7%


2015 51,232 68,997 57,323 3,957 2,855 6.9% 5.0% 3,131 6.1%



https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/507870/bovinetb-statsnotice-quarterly-16mar16.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/507870/bovinetb-statsnotice-quarterly-16mar16.pdf
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Table 2c – Headline animal-level annual bTB statistics for England 2008-2015. Source: 


Defra bTB National Statistics, published 16 March 2016 (footnotes as above). 


https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/507870/bovine


tb-statsnotice-quarterly-16mar16.pdf  


 


 


 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


Table 2d – Annual number of new herd incidents (breakdowns) detected in England in 2012-


2015, by bTB risk area.  Source: Defra bTB National Statistics, published 16 March 2016 


https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/507870/bovine


tb-statsnotice-quarterly-16mar16.pdf 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Year
Total cattle 


tested
Test reactors


Direct 


Contacts (6)


Reactors per 


1,000 tests


Slaughterhouse 


cases (7) 


confirmed by 


laboratory 


culture


2008 4,540,585 26,392 955 5.8 702


2009 4,829,107 25,539 635 5.3 621


2010 5,367,553 23,894 432 4.5 913


2011 5,496,051 25,868 322 4.7 963


2012 5,857,660 27,742 354 4.7 1,090


2013 6,283,185 25,738 721 4.1 1,074


2014 6,926,921 25,660 623 3.7 975


2015 7,301,665 27,381 507 3.7 1,020


Risk % change % change


Area 2012 2013 2014 2015 2014/2015 2012 2013 2014 2015 2014/2015


HRA 3,582 3,480 3,344 3,452 3.2% 2,697 2,609 2,559 2,613 2.1%


Edge 234 301 351 344 -2.0% 131 158 193 176 -8.8%


LRA 103 109 108 158 46.3% 39 39 36 50 38.9%


Total England 3,919 3,890 3,803 3,954 4.0% 2,867 2,806 2,788 2,839 1.8%


OTFW IncidentsTotal Incidents



https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/507870/bovinetb-statsnotice-quarterly-16mar16.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/507870/bovinetb-statsnotice-quarterly-16mar16.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/507870/bovinetb-statsnotice-quarterly-16mar16.pdf

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/507870/bovinetb-statsnotice-quarterly-16mar16.pdf






Attachment 3 
Bovine TB risk and surveillance areas of England  
(in effect from January 2013, as set out in the strategy for achieving Officially Bovine 
Tuberculosis Free status for England) 
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Attachment 4 


 History of bovine TB controls in Wales from 2008 
 
2008 – 1,198 new TB incidents and 11,401 cattle slaughtered due to TB. 
  


 The Deer Initiative is tasked with investigating bovine TB in wild deer in 
Wales. From the samples provided, the overall prevalence of M. bovis is 
found to be 3.1%. 


 The final report of the Rural Development Sub-committee inquiry into 
bovine TB recommends, amongst other things, the establishment of 
further ITAs. 


 The TB Eradication Programme structure is established, including a 
Programme Board and Technical Advisory Group, to vigorously pursue a 
programme of bovine TB eradication in Wales. The Wales TB Action 
Group is discontinued. Its responsibilities are assumed by the Animal 
Health and Welfare Strategy Steering Committee. 


 Three Regional bovine TB Eradication Delivery Boards are established to 
consider regional approaches to dealing with the disease. 


 The Tuberculosis (Testing and Powers of Entry) (Wales) Order 2008 
grants powers for inspectors to enter land and to obtain a warrant for the 
purposes of testing non-bovine animals for the disease. 


 TB Health Check Wales is undertaken to test all cattle herds in Wales for 
bovine TB. Upon completion (in 2009) the number of overdue tests is 
greatly reduced and there is a better understanding of the overall disease 
picture. 


 
2009 – 1,186 new TB incidents and 11,671 cattle slaughtered due to TB. 
 


 Inconclusive Reactor policy is changed in Wales to remove potentially 
infected animals sooner - inconclusive reactors are removed following one 
re-test, rather than two which was previously the case. The target for the 
time taken to remove reactor cattle is also reduced to 10 working days. 


 The North Wales Regional TB Eradication Delivery Board sets up a 
biosecurity ITA in a region of low recorded incidence of the disease. 
Biosecurity visits, undertaken using the scoring tool developed for use in 
the previous biosecurity ITA, take place in 2009 and 2011. 


 
2010 – 1,039 new TB incidents and 7,618 cattle slaughtered due to TB. 


 


 The Intensive Action Area (IAA) is established in North Pembrokeshire. 
Biosecurity visits to all landowners in the IAA are undertaken using the 
scoring tool. Enhanced cattle controls, including six-monthly surveillance 
testing intervals and increased PrMT requirements are also established.  


 All cattle herds in Wales are now subject to an annual surveillance testing 
regime and, as a result, PrMT for bovine TB is mandatory across Wales 
(except where exemptions apply). 


 The Tuberculosis (Wales) Order 2010 removes some PrMT exemptions. It 
also includes the requirement to present cattle for removal to slaughter 
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and allows for an animal that has not been tested to be treated as though 
it has tested positively for bovine TB and for it to be slaughtered on farm.  


 The Order also introduces Veterinary Improvement Notices, which give the 
Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) in Wales the legal authority to 
issue cattle keepers with a notice to take certain actions to reduce the risk 
of spreading TB either within their own herd or to others. Compensation 
payments to cattle keepers who do not adhere to regulations, do not follow 
advice provided in Veterinary Improvement Notices or allow their TB test 
to become overdue may now be reduced. 


 The Order also revises the terminology of the disease status of cattle 
herds to improve clarity. Herds are now described as Officially TB Free 
(OTF) Officially TB Free Suspended (OTFS) and Officially TB Free 
Withdrawn (OTFW).  


 The South East Wales Regional TB Eradication Delivery Board sets up a 
project on Gower peninsula to eradicate the disease locally through 
biosecurity measures and enhanced cattle controls. 


 The Veterinary Laboratories Agency produces a report, following sampling 
of feral goats in North Wales. No bovine TB is found in the samples 
submitted. 


 A Welsh Badger Vaccination Technical Group is established to consider 
the use of injectable BCG vaccine in badgers as part of a comprehensive 
approach to TB eradication in Wales. 
 


2011 – 1,046 new TB incidents and 8,068 cattle slaughtered due to TB. 
 


 The Tuberculosis (Wales) Order 2011 introduces further controls for non-
bovines which allow for compensation and powers to test camelids, goats 
and deer. It also requires that keepers of these animals keep a record of 
their movement. 


 Cattle testing positive for bovine TB are DNA tagged to further strengthen 
controls preventing spread of the disease. This helps to clearly identify 
reactor cattle for removal and to verify that the correct cattle have been 
slaughtered. 


 An independent panel undertakes a review of the scientific evidence base 
regarding the eradication of bovine TB in Wales. 


 The Badger Vaccination Technical Group recommends the implementation 
of badger vaccination in areas of high TB incidence and high cattle 
density. The recommendations are agreed by the Programme Board. 
 


2012 – 1,109 new TB incidents and 9,289 cattle slaughtered due to TB. 
 


 The Strategic Framework for bovine TB Eradication in Wales is launched. 


 A five year badger vaccination project begins in the IAA in South west 
Wales. 1,424 badgers are vaccinated in the first year. 


 All known goat and camelid keepers located within the IAA have their 
animals TB tested. No bovine TB infection is detected in any of the goats 
or camelids tested. 


 The Welsh Government hosts an international workshop to advance 
thinking on the role that a cattle vaccine should play in TB eradication. 



http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/120320-tb-strategic-framework-en.pdf

http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/ahw/disease/bovinetuberculosis/intensive-action-area/?lang=en
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2013 – 877 new TB incidents and 6,102 cattle slaughtered due to TB. 
 


 A project board is formed jointly between Welsh Government and the 
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA). The 
purpose of the project board is to oversee the design and implementation 
of trials to evaluate the performance of the vaccination of cattle and the 
test to differentiate between infected and vaccinated animals (DIVA) in the 
field. 


 Changes to cattle movements, including changes to the PrMT (PrMT) 
exemptions and the removal of approved quarantine units are 
implemented across Wales. Further changes require that the movement of 
cattle from TB restricted herds must be made within 30 days of a clear 
test. 


 A project is established to evaluate the epidemiology of the disease within 
six defined study areas. A lead TB field epidemiologist for Wales is also 
appointed to oversee the cluster project and make recommendations for 
future adoption across the wider country. 


 Some of the cattle controls in place within the IAA are simplified and 
harmonised with national policies, where these have been strengthened. 


 A survey of M. bovis infection in badgers found dead in the IAA takes 
place. From the samples provided in the first year, the overall prevalence 
of M. bovis is found to be 19%. 


 Cymorth TB, a project to provide additional advice and support to farmers 
in order to clear up breakdowns quickly and to support herds in 
maintaining disease freedom, is developed and piloted for six months in 
six areas across Wales. 


 The Badger Vaccination Grant, to support privately delivered badger 
vaccination projects in Wales, is established. 


 1,352 badgers are captured and vaccinated during the second year of the 
badger vaccination project in the IAA. 


 A further review of all PrMT exemptions takes place. 
 
2014 – 854 new TB incidents and 6,379 cattle slaughtered due to TB. 
 


 New cross compliance penalties for overdue TB tests come in to force. 
Any farmer inspected who is found to be between one day and three 
months late for a whole herd test receives a 1% penalty of their single farm 
payment. 


 Following an earlier pilot project, the enhanced management of persistent 
TB breakdowns is adopted as business as usual by APHA. Additional 
measures are used to decrease the number and length of long-term 
breakdowns.   


 In the second year of the badger found dead survey in the IAA, the overall 
prevalence of M. bovis is found to be 7%. 


 An evaluation report of Cymorth TB is published by Cardiff University. It is 
a positive assessment of the pilot and makes a number of 
recommendations to areas that might be improved. A decision is made to 
continue the project beyond the end of the pilot. 



http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/ahw/disease/bovinetuberculosis/intensive-action-area/badger-found-dead-survey/?lang=en

http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/ahw/disease/bovinetuberculosis/biosecurity/cymorthtb/?lang=en

http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/141120-cymorth-tb-evaluation-report.pdf
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 The Badger Vaccination Grant provides funding for seven projects. 


 World experts attend the sixth annual International Mycobacterium Bovis 
conference in Cardiff. The event showcased innovative new ideas being 
used across the world and highlights Wales’ achievements so far in 
dealing with bovine TB.  


 Cattle moving within a Sole Occupancy Authority (SOA) are no longer 
exempt from PrMT 


 Restrictions on groups of cattle within a herd are no longer lifted before the 
whole herd regains its Officially TB Free (OTF) status. 


 A consultation takes place on the introduction of a table valuation system 
for TB compensation. After considering the responses, the Deputy Minister 
for Farming and Food decides to keep the system of individual on-farm 
valuations and to introduce measures which will penalise cattle keepers 
who are undertaking risky practices. 


 1,316 badgers are captured and vaccinated during the third year of the 
badger vaccination project in the IAA. 


 A badger found dead survey is established across the whole of Wales.  
 
2015 – 837 new TB incidents and 8,103 cattle slaughtered due to TB. 
 


 Cross compliance penalties are introduced for all overdue TB tests 
(regardless of whether the overdue test was identified at inspection or not).  


 Following a consultation the TB (Wales) Order 2010 is changed to allow 
the publication of information on bovine herds affected with TB.  


 TB testing performed by Official Veterinarians (OVs) is formally procured 
through the Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU). All TB testing 
in Wales is now delivered by two Delivery Partners.  


 Two new areas are established as part of the TB epidemiology project, 
taking the total number of study areas included in the project up to eight, to 


improve our understanding of TB at a local level. Measures on a local and, 
in some cases, national level are implemented following the findings from 
the first six areas. 


 A TB dashboard is launched to present TB data visually and make the 
information easy to understand. 


 Work is undertaken to assess badger social group sizes in the IAA through 
a badger hair trapping project. 


 The former Carmarthen Veterinary Investigation Centre is upgraded to 
conduct gamma interferon testing in Wales. 


 To help farmers to make more informed buying decisions, we established 
a grant to help livestock markets to upgrade their facilities to enable them 
to prominently display TB information of the cattle being sold. 


 Badger vaccination project in the IAA is suspended due to the 
unavailability of badger BCG and a global shortage of human BCG 
vaccine. Modelling work is commissioned to assess impacts of four years 
of vaccinating along with an assessment of a variety of options for next 
steps. 


 The Cymorth TB Veterinary Programme is rolled out across Wales. 


 1,118 badgers are captured and vaccinated during the fourth year of the 
badger vaccination project in the IAA. 



http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/ahw/disease/bovinetuberculosis/bovinetberadication/badgers-and-tb/badger-found-dead-survey/?lang=en

http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/ahw/disease/bovinetuberculosis/bovinetberadication/tb-dashboard/?lang=en
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 The PrMT exemption for cattle movements to and from common land in 
Wales is removed. 


 It is announced that badger vaccination in Wales will be suspended in 
2016 due to BadgerBCG production and supply problems. Modelling work 
is commissioned to assess a variety of future options. 


 
2016 
 


 Application of OTFW status as the default for all new herd breakdowns is 
introduced. 


 Publication of the independent report on the likely impact the lack of 
available BCG vaccine. The report concluded that despite not being able 
to complete the fifth and final year, four years of badger vaccination would 
achieve a reduction in prevalence of TB in badgers in the IAA. 


 Information on cattle herds affected with TB is made be available on a 
website called information bovine TB (www.ibTB.co.uk). 


 The TB (Wales) Order 2010 is amended to provide further powers to 
reduce compensation where a person has not followed the rules on testing 
and cattle movements. 


 Publication of latest report on badger vaccination operations in the IAA in 
2015, the IAA comparison report covering 2010-2015 and the third year 
report of the IAA Badger Found Dead Survey. 


 Valuers who undertake TB valuations are formally procured. 
 


Further planned enhancements for 2016 - 2017 and long standing, 
ongoing commitments 
 


 Continuation of the annual herd testing regime. 


 Following a review of the TB Eradication Programme, WG is in the 
process of developing a refreshed strategy which will build upon the 
measures and progress made as part of the Strategic Framework for TB 
Eradication in Wales. It is anticipated that the refreshed strategy will be 
published in the spring of 2017.  


 A key initiative of the refreshed Programme includes the establishment of 
3 TB Areas based on regional TB incidence (see attachment 7 of the 2017 
Programme).  


 To inform the approach in the refreshed Programme, and to help shape 
the measures to apply in each TB Area, a consultation will be launched in 
October 2017. The consultation will also seek views on other aspects of a 
refreshed Programme, for example, longer term initiatives such as 
development of an Informed Purchasing scheme based on herd risk 
scores similar to the arrangements in place in Australia and New Zealand 
and work towards development of a biosecurity scoring tool. 


 Linked with the establishment of a regionalised approach to TB 
eradication, further roll out of agreed recommendations emerging from the 
TB Epidemiology project to reflect local disease conditions. 


 Consideration of applying Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) Scheme 
penalties to breaches of the Tuberculosis (Wales) Order 2010 (as 



http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/160203-iaa-vaccine-modelling-report.pdf

http://www.ibtb.co.uk/

http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/ahw/disease/bovinetuberculosis/intensive-action-area/badger-vaccination-iaa/?lang=en

http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/ahw/disease/bovinetuberculosis/intensive-action-area/badger-vaccination-iaa/?lang=en

http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/160404-iaa-cattle-comparison-report.pdf

http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/ahw/disease/bovinetuberculosis/intensive-action-area/badger-found-dead-survey/?lang=en

http://gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/ahw/disease/bovinetuberculosis/intensive-action-area/badger-found-dead-survey/?lang=en
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amended) on top of current penalties applied to overdue test cases. 
Overdue tracings tests will be included as breaches from 1 January 2017. 


 Review of the Inconclusive Reactor policy and roll out of necessary 
enhancements, including removal of all IRs (IRx1) in chronic herd 
breakdowns. 


 Development of bespoke action plans for each chronic herd breakdown to 
expedite TB freedom in these herds. Consideration of the future of badger 
vaccination in Wales. 


 Continuation of the National Badger Found Dead Survey up until at least 
the end of December 2016 in addition to that being taken forward 
specifically in the IAA.  


 Continuous monitoring and review of the circumstances in which the IFN- 
gamma test is deployed in parallel with the tuberculin test in Wales. 


 Review of the remaining exemptions to the PrMT policy. 


 Appropriate enforcement action, alongside Local Authorities, in respect of 
farmers who fail to test their cattle on time and those suspected of carrying 
out illegal activity. 


 Continuation of reactive surveillance for TB in camelids, goats and deer 
and other non-bovines.  


 A watching brief on bovine TB in wild deer populations in Wales (samples 
taken as part of population management culls across a number of 
locations). 


 Through GB research projects, WG continues to invest in new tools to 
eradicate bovine TB in Wales. 
 








 








Attachment 6 


Northern Ireland - Significant TB programme developments since 2011: 


2011 Measures reflecting evidence from wildlife studies 


Biannual revision of TB Staff instructions introduced 


2012 Organised and hosted Wildlife Vaccination Symposium 


2013 Announcement of TB Strategic Partnership Group (TBSPG) 


Test Vaccinate or Remove (TVR) precursor surveying 


Wildlife Biosecurity advice leaflets and distribution plan 


TB Implementation Team established to further integrate Field veterinary staff with 


HQ based TB Policy Team 


Regularly updated VNTR data available to DARD vets via the intranet 


Strengthening of Approved Veterinary Surgeon approval process 


Ability to maintain McClintock TB syringes a requirement before becoming an 


Approved Veterinary Surgeon 


Veterinary and administrative support staff have received training, including induction 


training for new staff 


2014 Introduction of TB heat maps showing relative herd incidences across NI sent to all TB 


testing practices annually https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/node/1240#toc-3  
 


Biosecurity communications strategy implemented to promote a better 


understanding of how TB spreads. This is aimed at both Approved Veterinary 


Surgeons and herd keepers. 
 


Publication of the first ‘Bovine Tuberculosis in Northern Ireland’ Annual Report. The 


latest report is at https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-tuberculosis-


northern-ireland-2014-annual-report  
 


Wildlife biosecurity advice leaflet for herdkeepers and vets. https://www.daera-


ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dard/tb-wildlife-biosecurity-leaflet.pdf 


 


 


 


 


 


 



https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/node/1240#toc-3

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-tuberculosis-northern-ireland-2014-annual-report

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-tuberculosis-northern-ireland-2014-annual-report

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dard/tb-wildlife-biosecurity-leaflet.pdf

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/dard/tb-wildlife-biosecurity-leaflet.pdf





Recently completed TB research: 


2011 Literature Review on cattle-cattle transmission, risk factors and susceptibility 


https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-tuberculosis-tb-review-cattle-


cattle-transmission-risk-factors-and  


Literature Review on badger-cattle transmission 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-tb-review-badger-cattle-
transmission  
 


Literature Review on cattle bTB tests and effective deployment 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-tb-review-diagnostic-tests-m-
bovis-infection-cattle  
 


Literature Review on bTB tests in badgers 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-tb-review-diagnostic-tests-m-
bovis-infection-badgers  
 


2012 BCG vaccination against tuberculosis in European badgers (Meles meles) 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bcg-vaccination-against-tuberculosis-
european-badgers-meles-meles  
 


IFN-gamma Project 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/review-international-application-
interferon-gamma-test  
 


2013 TB Biosecurity Study 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/tb-biosecurity-study  
 


2014 Badger-Cattle Proximity Study 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/interactions-between-badgers-and-cattle-rural-
environment  
 


Literature Review on the role of slurry in spreading TB 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/review-potential-role-cattle-slurry-spread-
bovine-tuberculosis  
 


Badger Sett Survey 
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/field-survey-presence-badger-setts-co-
down-northern-ireland  
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-tuberculosis-tb-review-cattle-cattle-transmission-risk-factors-and

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-tuberculosis-tb-review-cattle-cattle-transmission-risk-factors-and

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-tb-review-badger-cattle-transmission

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-tb-review-badger-cattle-transmission

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-tb-review-diagnostic-tests-m-bovis-infection-cattle

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-tb-review-diagnostic-tests-m-bovis-infection-cattle

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-tb-review-diagnostic-tests-m-bovis-infection-badgers

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bovine-tb-review-diagnostic-tests-m-bovis-infection-badgers

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bcg-vaccination-against-tuberculosis-european-badgers-meles-meles

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/bcg-vaccination-against-tuberculosis-european-badgers-meles-meles

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/review-international-application-interferon-gamma-test

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/review-international-application-interferon-gamma-test

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/tb-biosecurity-study

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/interactions-between-badgers-and-cattle-rural-environment

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/interactions-between-badgers-and-cattle-rural-environment

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/review-potential-role-cattle-slurry-spread-bovine-tuberculosis

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/review-potential-role-cattle-slurry-spread-bovine-tuberculosis

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/field-survey-presence-badger-setts-co-down-northern-ireland

https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/field-survey-presence-badger-setts-co-down-northern-ireland





‘Heat map’ showing herds with TB reactors in 2015: 
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Updated response to Report ref. DG(SANTE)/2015-7570-MR of the audit carried out from 01 June 2015 to 05 June 2015 in order to evaluate the 


effectiveness of and progress made by the programmes co-financed by the European Union to eradicate bovine tuberculosis in Northern Ireland (January 


2016) 


 


Date: 06 September 2016 


 


N° Recommendation Action Proposed by the CA September 2015 Enhanced Action Proposed by the CA 


January 2016 


1 To ensure that submission rates of suspected 


lesions of bTB and detection rates of animals with 


confirmed tuberculous lesions are adequate to 


increase the sensitivity of surveillance for bTB in 


cattle slaughterhouses and detect promptly 


potentially infected animals. 


Commission Implementing Decision 2013/722/EU 


(programme for 2014) and Grant Decision 


Number SANTE/VP/2015/UK/SI2.700838 


(programme for 2015), Commission Working 


Document SANCO/10067/2013. 


Based on conclusions (24), (93) and (100), and 


associated findings (20), (21), (99) and (105). 


DAERA will by 31st Dec 2015 conduct a 


review of its post-mortem inspection and 


verification process at all cattle 


slaughterhouses in order to standardise and 


optimise procedures for suspect lesion 


detection, sample collection and submission.  


Further to our Veterinary Epidemiology Unit 


report on PM surveillance, DAERA has 


arranged for feedback to our Meat Inspection 


teams on their lesion submission rates.  


DAERA is investigating (i) possible 


contributing factors for the lower submission 


rates in specific slaughterhouses and (ii) any 


steps that can be taken to increase submission 


rates.  


DAERA will by 31st Mar 2016 re-examine 


the submission rates in 6 months and annually 


thereafter. DAERA will monitor these 


submission rates to see if recent progress has 


improved submission rates.   


The Food StanDAERAs Agency in Northern 


Ireland will consider the inclusion of a 


DAERA appointed a veterinary manager to 


lead a review of its post-mortem inspection 


and verification process at all cattle 


slaughterhouses in order to standardise and 


optimise procedures for suspect lesion 


detection, sample collection and submission.  


Discussions were held with Official 


Veterinarians (OVs), Senior Meat Inspectors 


(SMIs), Meat Inspectors (MIs) and industry.  


The review has concluded and recommended 


an enhanced inspection protocol and 


enhanced verification, recording and 


reporting. DAERA Veterinary Public Health 


Programme (VPHP) and TB Programme have 


decided to take forward a pilot enhanced 


inspection protocol, with work to commence 


by 1 May 2016.   


September 2016 update – Along with the 


formation of a new government department, 


the Department of Agriculture, Environment 


and Rural Affairs (DAERA), there has been 


internal reorganisation and VPHP has now 
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Updated response to Report ref. DG(SANTE)/2015-7570-MR of the audit carried out from 01 June 2015 to 05 June 2015 in order to evaluate the 


effectiveness of and progress made by the programmes co-financed by the European Union to eradicate bovine tuberculosis in Northern Ireland (January 


2016) 


 


Date: 06 September 2016 


specific performance indicator as part of the 


post mortem verification key performance 


indicators being developed for the revised 


Service Level Agreement between FSA in NI 


and DAERA. 


 


become the Veterinary Public Health and 


Trade Programme (VPHTP).  DAERA started 


to plan the pilot to take forward an enhanced 


inspection protocol to assess whether incision 


of lungs improved detection of TB, but a 


comparison study could not proceed as lung 


lesion data is not currently available.   


Currently 5 of the 10 approved bovine 


slaughter plants already incise lungs as part of 


their normal process.  


Actions to enhance verification, recording 


and reporting are described below. 


OVs, SMIs, and MIs are DAERA employees 


and the importance of sampling suspect 


lesions has been reinforced at management 


meetings to maximise submissions. TB 


sampling and awareness training is planned 


for the VPHP Seminar in February 2016 and 


performance monitoring and supervision 


forms have been revised to enhance 


verification procedures and records. The new 


versions will be introduced for routine use 


after the training. 


September 2016 update- TB sampling and 


awareness training was delivered by a 


Veterinary Pathologist at the VPHTP Seminar 
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Updated response to Report ref. DG(SANTE)/2015-7570-MR of the audit carried out from 01 June 2015 to 05 June 2015 in order to evaluate the 


effectiveness of and progress made by the programmes co-financed by the European Union to eradicate bovine tuberculosis in Northern Ireland (January 


2016) 


 


Date: 06 September 2016 


on 20 February 2016 . An updated Official 


Veterinarian Post Mortem Verification and 


Checks Report Form (VPH 22) was finalised 


and issued in August 2016. 


The deployment of inspectors on line is the 


subject of a Food Standards Agency review 


(due to be completed in February 2016). 


Furthermore the line management of 


inspectors forms part of a separate internal 


review of VPHP management (due to be 


completed March 2016). The 


recommendations from both reviews will also 


be considered including the impact on TB 


surveillance. 


The reviews were implemented from  


01/07/16, and TB surveillance & sampling 


have been considered and optimised  by : 


(i) FSA and DAERA agreeing on the 


appropriate numbers of on-line and 


off-line MIs to undertake FSA tasks 


including TB surveillance;  


(ii) VPHTP introducing a new MI 


Planner which specifically identifies 


DAERA tasks including TB for 


deploying/prioritising additional 


DAERA resource as appropriate 


(iii) VPHTP introducing an enhanced 


management structure including all 
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2016) 


 


Date: 06 September 2016 


MIs now managed by a substantive 


SMI and SMIs are now responsible 


for the meat inspector teams in more 


than one slaughter establishment 


which will ensure greater 


consistency and fairer MI resourcing 


for TB surveillance/sampling and 


other DAERA tasks. 


VPHP management will evaluate submission 


rates, for all abattoirs each quarter. 


Feedback on the laboratory results of 


submitted samples will be provided to each 


MI team every quarter.  This will start by 


April 2016.  


A new management information report is in 


the late stages of development by DAERA’s 


Veterinary Epidemiology Unit (VEU).  It will 


make it easier to gather the information 


required to assess post mortem examination 


outcomes, disease indicators and provide 


feedback to MI teams.  Early indications, 


based on data extracted during the 


development process, are that submission 


rates have already increased. 


 September 2016 update – This work has 


been completed, DAERA Veterinary 


Epidemiology Unit provides quarterly 
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Date: 06 September 2016 


submission rate reports and laboratory results 


for each MI team.  Information is evaluated 


and appropriate actions taken. There has been 


an overall increase in the submission of 


suspect lesions found at routine slaughter.   


 The VEU will conduct a statistical analysis 


of  the submission rates for the 6 months up 


to 31st March 2016, as a follow up to their 


original report, and annually thereafter. 


DAERA will monitor these submission rates 


to see if recent progress has improved them.   


September 2016 update - The complete data 


set for the period to the end of March has 


only recently been available and the quarterly 


report format agreed.  A statistical analysis 


comparing the submission rates between 


abattoirs and between comparable quarters 


will be included within each future quarterly 


report.  This is possible as within abattoir 


variation was the main factor with little 


influence from external factors.  A full 


analysis replicating the original paper will be 


completed once three years of new data have 


been collected.       


The Food Standards Agency in Northern 


Ireland (FSANI) is currently considering the 
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Date: 06 September 2016 


inclusion of a specific performance indicator 


as part of the post mortem verification key 


performance indicators being developed for 


the revised 2016-17 Service Level Agreement 


between FSANI and DAERA.  


September 2016 update – this has been 


completed.  Performance indicators are now 


included in the DAERA – FSA Service Level 


Agreement. 


2 To ensure that all available evidence supporting a 


more extensive use of the IFN-gamma in herds 


where bTB has been confirmed is fully taken into 


account, and that all necessary arrangements are 


made to facilitate that use in order to accelerate 


detection and elimination of infected animals from 


those herds. 


Commission Implementing Decision 2013/722/EU 


(programme for 2014) and Grant Decision 


Number SANTE/VP/2015/UK/SI2.700838 


(programme for 2015), Commission Working 


Document SANCO/10067/2013. 


Based on conclusions (51) and (93), and 


associated findings (48), (49), (50) and (105). 


AFBI have recently written a series of reports 


to address specific IFNg questions asked by 


DAERA.  The content of these are under 


consideration and DAERA is preparing an 


options paper in relation to our future 


deployment of IFN-gamma testing. This 


includes reviewing limiting factors such as 


lab capacity and the cost of the analysis to see 


if the IFNg can be used more effectively. 


DAERA is currently facilitating consideration 


of the potential role of IFNg in the context of 


the review by the TB Strategic Partnership 


Group (TBSPG). The published TBSPG 


Interim Report is currently the subject of a 


public consultation exercise. It discusses the 


possible way forward regarding the IFNg 


testing programme. It is anticipated that 


specific IFNg recommendations will be 


The Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute 


(AFBI) have recently written a series of 


reports to address specific IFNg questions 


asked by DAERA.  The content of these have 


been considered and limiting factors, such as 


laboratory capacity and the cost of the 


analysis, have been reviewed. DAERA has 


made recommendations, which have been 


agreed with the TB Strategic Partnership 


Group (TBSPG), to improve IFNg coverage.  


 


 As a result of consideration of the AFBI 


reports and additional data analysis, changes 


to IFNg will be introduced from February 


2016.  These include IFNg testing of 


epidemiologically linked groups within a herd 


(instead of the whole herd), cessation of 


testing high turnover beef finishing herds, 


changing the cut off to Net Optical Density 


PPDB (OD PPDB-ODPBS)-Net Optical 


Density PPDA (OD PPDB-ODPBS) >/=  0.1 
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Date: 06 September 2016 


included in their final strategy and 


implementation action plan. The TBSPG 


have been tasked to produce their final report 


and implementation plan by 31st Dec 2015. 


The TBSPG report and plan will return to 


DAERA, as the Competent Authority, for 


appropriate implementation. 


 


(currently 0.05), stopping ESAT6 and moving 


to one well per test.  These changes will 


increase the number of herds that can be 


sampled, the effectiveness of the testing and 


reduce unit costs immediately.  TBSPG is 


supportive of these changes and in addition is 


considering the introduction of  longer term 


changes that would enable sustained 


increased capacity and coverage.  The 


outcome of these considerations will not be 


known until the publication of their final 


report. 


 


September 2016 update – the changes to 


IFNg testing, as described above, were 


introduced from February 2016.  As a result 


the number of samples that can be tested has 


been increased from 16,000 to 18,000.  Early 


indications are that the voluntary removal of 


IFNg positive / skin test not positive animals 


has increased from 70% to 92%. 


 


With further changes in mind, a proposal has 


been made, for inclusion in the DAERA 2016 


Evidence and Innovation programme, for a 


research proposal to assess the potential 


impact of extending sample transit times to 


24 hours post sampling and of the effect of 


recent tuberculin injection on  diagnostic 


IFNg testing here. 


 


September 2016 update - The research project 







ANNEX     Programme Attachment 8 


 


Updated response to Report ref. DG(SANTE)/2015-7570-MR of the audit carried out from 01 June 2015 to 05 June 2015 in order to evaluate the 


effectiveness of and progress made by the programmes co-financed by the European Union to eradicate bovine tuberculosis in Northern Ireland (January 


2016) 


 


Date: 06 September 2016 


started on 1 August 2016 and is scheduled to 


complete in July 2019. 


  


 


3 To ensure that results and analyses carried out as 


part of the epidemiological investigations 


performed on bTB breakdowns are properly 


documented and used to: a) substantiate the 


conclusions reached and the adaptation of 


eradication measures to the herd and local 


situation, and b) contribute to the assessment of 


risk factors necessary for the shaping up of future 


disease eradication strategies. 


Commission Implementing Decision 2013/722/EU 


(programme for 2014) and Grant Decision 


Number SANTE/VP/2015/UK/SI2.700838 


(programme for 2015), Commission Working 


Document SANCO/10067/2013. 


Based on conclusions (40) and (93) and associated 


findings (38) and (103). 


DAERA has been developing investigation 


report forms that can be easily analysed and 


will be used in all offices.  A bid for resource 


has already been made to pilot these up to 


31st Mar 2016. With the new forms we will 


be better able to consistently record the 


conclusions reached for each breakdown, 


identify disease risks at herd, local and 


provincial levels and use those risks to shape 


future strategies.   


 


DAERA has progressed the development of a 


TB breakdown investigation report form that 


can be analysed centrally and will be used in 


all offices.  With the new form DAERA will 


be better able to consistently record the 


conclusions reached for each breakdown, 


identify disease risks at herd, local, regional 


and national levels and use that information 


to shape future strategies.   


September 2016 update – the report form has 


been in use in all Divisional Offices since 13 


June 2016. It is hoped to avail of mobile 


technology at a later stage, depending on the 


availability of skilled specialist resource. 


TB breakdown investigation procedures are 


also currently under review to allow the most 


effective use of veterinary resource in 


conducting disease investigations. 


September 2016 update – new procedures are 


in place and the staff involved have been 


fully trained. AHWIs were selected and 
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subsequently trained on 25 May 2016 in 


breakdown mapping and gathering 


epidemiological information. Veterinary 


Officers were trained in the revised 


procedures on 13 April 2016 and 5 May 


2016. Inspectors are completing the technical 


aspects of the investigation leaving VOs more 


time to deal with the veterinary elements.  


The procedures will be reviewed after 4 


months to identify and implement any further 


changes that are needed. 


A database is being developed to record data 


from completed investigation reports and this 


is well progressed.  It will facilitate analysis 


at local, regional and national levels.  This 


will also improve our ability to investigate 


breakdowns, apply tailored control measures 


and provide specific evidence based advice to 


farmers and vets in an area. 


September 2016 update – the database has 


been completed.  Investigations take place 


over a number of months so the first data will 


be entered in the database from December 


2016 onwards. 


The new report form is expected to be in use 
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from the start of April 2016.  


September 2016 update - Form implemented 


since 13  June 2016 


DAERA also hopes to make elements of  the 


data collected from the report form available 


to a new Geographic information System 


(GIS) that is currently being tested by VS.  


This will also improve the range and the 


quality of the information available to vets 


conducting epidemiological investigations 


and assessments. 


The new GIS viewer is now available and is 


being used to map TB breakdowns. User 


training is scheduled for September and a 


user group has been established to consider 


how best to develop the application of the 


system.  


This is a matter of particular interest to the 


TBSPG. 


4 To introduce effective measures to manage the 


risks of transmission of bTB between cattle and 


from cattle to wildlife that are associated with 


movements of animals between land fragments in 


herds where the presence of bTB has been 


confirmed. 


DAERA is currently facilitating detailed 


consideration of this issue by the TB Strategic 


Partnership Group (TBSPG). As indicated 


above, the published TBSPG Interim Report 


is currently the subject of public consultation 


DAERA will implement the use of notices in 


TB breakdown herds to specify where 


animals must be kept thereby preventing 


movement of high risk animals in breakdown 


herds to grazing in areas removed from the 
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Articles 16(2) and 20 of Directive 78/52/EEC, 


Commission Working Document 


SANCO/10067/2013. 


Based on conclusions (64), (65) and (93) and 


associated findings (52), (53), (55), (59) and (63). 


and it is anticipated that specific 


recommendations will be included in their 


final report and implementation action plan. 


The TBSPG have been tasked to produce 


their final report and implementation plan by 


31st Dec 2015. The report and plan will 


return to DAERA, as the Competent 


Authority, for appropriate implementation.  


In the meantime DAERA will review the 


epidemiological study on Pre-Movement 


Testing in light of the FVO’s comments. 


 


main breakdown.  It is anticipated that this 


will be introduced by the end of June 2016.  


September 2016 update – draft notices and 


instructions have been developed and initial 


stakeholder engagement has taken place. In 


addition to reducing risk to other areas, this 


procedure will also reduce risk to contiguous 


cattle herds around the main breakdown 


location. TBSPG requested that the 


introduction of the notices is held until after 


they have published their report (expected by 


November 2016.  Please refer to Question 2 


of the accompanying annex for an update on 


the progress of the TBSPG)    


 DAERA has progressed a review of the 


epidemiological study on Pre-Movement 


Testing in light of the FVO’s comments and 


this work is expected to be completed by the 


end of September 2016. 


In parallel DAERA is currently facilitating 


detailed consideration of this issue by the 


TBSPG. As indicated above, the published 


TBSPG Interim Report was the subject of 


public consultation and it is anticipated that 


specific recommendations will be included in 


their final report and implementation action 
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plan. 


September 2016 update – It is anticipated that 


TBSPG will cover this issue in their final 


report (See Question 2 of the accompanying 


annex for an update on the progress of the 


TBSPG.) 


 


5 To ensure that movements of susceptible animals 


into cattle herds where the presence of bTB has 


been confirmed are prohibited with the exception 


of those that are authorised by the CAs on the 


basis of obvious animal welfare reasons. 


Article 14 of Directive 78/52/EEC, Commission 


Working Document SANCO/10067/2013. 


Based on conclusions (64) and (93), and 


associated findings (54) and (55). 


DAERA is currently facilitating detailed 


consideration of this issue by the TB Strategic 


Partnership Group (TBSPG). As indicated 


above, the published TBSPG Interim Report 


is currently the subject of public consultation. 


It is anticipated that the TBSPG strategy and 


implementation action plan will provide the 


context for progress in this area. The TBSPG 


have been tasked to produce their final report 


and implementation plan by 31st Dec 2015. 


Their final report and plan will return to 


DAERA, as the Competent Authority, for 


appropriate implementation.  


Any movement of animals into herds 


currently under restriction is subject to 


epidemiological consideration.  


Any movement of animals into herds 


currently under restriction is subject to 


epidemiological consideration.  


DAERA is currently facilitating detailed 


consideration of this issue by the TBSPG. It 


is anticipated that the TBSPG strategy and 


implementation action plan will provide the 


context for progress in this area.  


September 2016 update – no change from 


above 


6 To ensure that decisions on full depopulation of A recent draft epidemiological paper by VEU A recent draft epidemiological paper by VEU 
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cattle herds with recurrent bTB breakdowns are 


based on clear guidelines and substantiated by a 


sound epidemiological evaluation of the possible 


long-term benefits for the elimination of infection 


with M. bovis in the herd and the local area. 


Commission Implementing Decision 2013/722/EU 


(programme for 2014) and Grant Decision 


Number SANTE/VP/2015/UK/SI2.700838 


(programme for 2015), Commission Working 


Document SANCO/10067/2013. 


Based on conclusions (74) and (93), and 


associated findings (66) and (73). 


on Herd Depopulation will be considered by 


DAERA. 


DAERA will by 31st July 2016 improve its 


guidelines on depopulation in our Staff 


Instructions.   


The removal of Negative in-contact animals 


in our partial depopulations policy will 


continue. The FVO also suggest the use of 


severe interpretation and IFNg testing as 


alternatives to depopulation and this may be 


more cost effective to implement.  These 


measures are being considered by the 


TBSPG. The TBSPG’s public consultation on 


its published Interim Report will afford an 


appropriate policy context to effect 


appropriate adjustment.  


 


on herd depopulation has been considered by 


DAERA, and will inform our guidelines. 


DAERA will by 31July 2016 improve its 


guidelines on depopulation in our Staff 


Instructions, including a record of the reason 


for any decision in cases where depopulation 


is considered.  


September 2016 update – to implement this 


recommendation a new chapter entitled 


“Further Actions to Eliminate Infection” has 


been written for our Staff Instructions and has 


been in use from 1 July 2016.  It brings 


together sections on severe/supersevere 


interpretation, negative in contact animals, 


animals with significant history, IFNG, 


BT25C No Moves In, partial/herd 


depopulation, biosecurity controls and high 


incidence areas, all in one chapter. The new 


chapter provides the guidelines for the 


implementation of this recommendation. 


The removal of negative in-contact animals in 


our partial depopulations policy will 


continue. The FVO also suggest the use of 


severe interpretation and IFNg testing as 


alternatives to depopulation and this may be 


more cost effective to implement. The use of 
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severe and super-severe interpretation is 


widely applied currently and the changes to 


the IFNg protocols are as outlined in 2 above, 


particularly the sampling of 


epidemiologically linked groups. Further 


application of these measures is being 


considered by the TBSPG.  


September 2016 update – it is anticipated that 


these aspects will be included in the TBSPG 


final report. 


 


7 To give adequate advice and provide effective 


guidance to farmers and PVPs in relation to good 


preventive and biosecurity practices, including on 


mitigation of risks related to animal movements, 


so as to encourage their active role as contributors 


to reduce the spread of bTB. 


Commission Implementing Decision 2013/722/EU 


(programme for 2014) and Grant Decision 


Number SANTE/VP/2015/UK/SI2.700838 


(programme for 2015), Commission Working 


Document SANCO/10067/2013. 


Based on conclusions (64), (65), (86) and (93), 


and associated findings (82), (83), (84), (90) and 


(105). 


DAERA is very aware of the importance of 


this and is concerned that it did not 


adequately describe to the FVO the degree of 


its current input in this regard.  


All farmers have on-line access to TB advice. 


This is  supported by a programme of on-


farm biosecurity advice delivered personally 


by Animal Health and Welfare Inspectors at 


BR herd tests (approx 16,000 per year).  


In addition TB breakdown farmers receive a 


printed copy of DAERA’s “TB in your herd” 


booklet and bespoke VO advice for the 


DAERA is very aware of the importance of 


this and is concerned that it did not 


adequately describe to the FVO the degree of 


its current input in this regard.  


All farmers have on-line access to TB advice. 


This is supported by a programme of on-farm 


biosecurity advice communicated personally 


by Animal Health and Welfare Inspectors at 


Brucellosis herd tests.  


In addition TB breakdown farmers receive a 


printed copy of DAERA’s “TB in your herd” 


booklet and bespoke VO advice during the 
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breakdown herd.  


DAERA published a webinar in Aug 2015 to 


further assist the dissemination of targeted 


advice to PVPs and farmers regarding good 


preventative and biosecurity practices. See 


link below: 


http://www.DAERAni.gov.uk/bioexclusion-


webinar 


The above aspects of biosecurity advice 


include mitigation of risks relating to animal 


movements. 


A number of staff has been trained to give 


bespoke advice in relation to badgers and 


have provided training to VOs, PVPs, etc. 


DAERA will by 31st Mar 2016 review the 


epidemiological study on Pre-Movement 


Testing and by 31st July 2016 the wording of 


the biosecurity booklets in light of the FVO’s 


comments. 


In the epidemiological investigation reports 


being developed, DAERA will consider 


including sections recording the biosecurity 


practices that were seen as risk factors and 


course of any breakdown.  


DAERA published a webinar in August 2015 


to further assist the dissemination of targeted 


advice to PVPs and farmers regarding good 


preventative and biosecurity practices. See 


link below: 


https://www.DAERAni.gov.uk/articles/tb-


bioexclusion-webinar 


The above aspects of biosecurity advice 


include mitigation of risks relating to animal 


movements. 


Staff from all Divisional Veterinary Offices 


have been trained to give bespoke advice to 


farmers in relation to identifying where 


badgers may have direct or indirect contact 


with cattle and the practical steps that can be 


taken to reduce the risk. 


At the DAERA College of Agriculture Food 


and Rural Enterprise (CAFRE) TB 


biosecurity training is delivered by a DAERA  


vet to students as part of the animal health 


modules of the relevant courses being 


delivered there. DAERA’s ‘TB & 


Biosecurity’ information leaflet and its ‘TB in 



https://www.dardni.gov.uk/articles/tb-bioexclusion-webinar

https://www.dardni.gov.uk/articles/tb-bioexclusion-webinar
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advice given to the farmer about preventing it 


from happening again (see Recommendation 


3 above). 


The TBSPG also recognises the importance 


of appropriate engagement with PVPs and 


farmers in its Interim Report. They are 


considering the delivery of herd biosecurity 


audits and bespoke biosecurity advice. The 


TBSPG have been tasked to produce their 


final report and implementation plan by 31st 


Dec 2015. The TBSPG report and plan will 


return to DAERA, as the Competent 


Authority, for appropriate implementation  


 


Wildlife’ leaflet are also disseminated at 


CAFRE - organised events at its Greenmount 


Campus. TB biosecurity training will be 


funded under the 2014-2020 Rural 


Development Programme (RDP). It is 


anticipated that this will be delivered by both 


DAERA vets and PVPs to farmers 


participating in the Business Development 


Groups (~ 3,300) and under the Farm Family 


Key Skills measure of the RDP. 


DAERA will by 30 September 2016 complete 


its review of the epidemiological study on 


Pre-Movement Testing and, by 31st July 


2016, will review the wording of the 


biosecurity booklets in light of the FVO’s 


comments. 


September 2016 – the biosecurity booklets 


have not yet been updated but will be taken 


forward as soon as practicable. 


The issue of informed purchasing is under 


consideration by TBSPG 


September 2016 – – it is anticipated that this 


will be covered in the TBSPG final report. 


(See Question 2 of the accompanying annex 
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for an update on the progress of the TBSPG.) 


In the epidemiological investigation report 


being developed, DAERA will consider 


including sections recording the biosecurity 


practices that were seen as risk factors and 


the specific advice given to the farmer about 


preventing it from happening again (see 


Recommendation 3 above). 


September 2016 update – see 


recommendation 3. Part of the form details 


the VO assessment of the breakdown 


allowing the VO to deliver bespoke 


biosecurity advice when visiting the farmer. 


A new contract for the provision of TB 


testing services is due to be in place from 11 


April 2016.  Supplier information events were 


held on 20 and 21 January 2016. The new 


arrangements will include training and 


updates for PVPs and potentially more PVP 


involvement in TB breakdowns.  Thus they 


will be better informed and in a better 


position to give good disease control advice 


to farmers.   


The TBSPG also recognised the importance 


of appropriate engagement with PVPs and 
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farmers in its Interim Report. They are 


considering the delivery of herd biosecurity 


audits and bespoke biosecurity advice.  


September 2016 – the new TB testing 


services contract was introduced on 11 April. 


Under the new contract PVPs have to attend 


at least one training event per year and 


complete a generic biosecurity advice form at 


every annual TB test.   The form has been 


developed and it is expected to be available 


for use after the TBSPG report has been 


finalised and agreed. 


It is anticipated that TBSPG will have 


considered further involvement of PVPs in 


TB breakdowns and provision of more 


tailored biosecurity advice in their final 


report. An update on some of the potential 


measures to be recommended by TBSPG is 


provided in the response to Question 2 in the 


accompanying Annex.   


 


8 To ensure that all key stakeholders are fully 


engaged and committed with the bTB eradication 


programme and that they assume and fulfil their 


responsibilities in that respect. 


The FVO notes that stakeholders have mainly 


been recipients of advice (as well as 


expressing the views of their members) rather 


than being proactively engaged as equal 


The FVO notes that stakeholders have mainly 


been recipients of advice (as well as 


expressing the views of their members) rather 


than being proactively engaged as equal 
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Commission Implementing Decision 2013/722/EU 


(programme for 2014) and Grant Decision 


Number SANTE/VP/2015/UK/SI2.700838 


(programme for 2015), Commission Working 


Document SANCO/10067/2013. 


Based on conclusions (85) and (94) and associated 


findings (75) and (76). 


partners in the eradication programme, 


particularly at a local level. Enhanced 


engagement is seen as a priority by DAERA.  


DAERA is currently facilitating consideration 


of stakeholder engagement by the TBSPG, 


the make-up of which includes key 


stakeholders from the industry. The TBSPG 


was established by the DAERA Minister. In 


their published Interim Report the TBSPG 


have devoted a chapter to this issue. This is 


presently the subject of public consultation 


and ongoing discussion with the main 


industry players with the aim of achieving 


greater engagement and commitment. The 


TBSPG have been tasked to produce their 


final report and implementation plan by 31st 


Dec 2015. The TBSPG report and plan will 


return to DAERA, as the Competent 


Authority, for appropriate implementation, 


alongside key stakeholders in the industry. 


 


partners in the eradication programme, 


particularly at a local level. Enhanced 


engagement is seen as a priority by DAERA.  


DAERA is currently facilitating consideration 


of stakeholder engagement by the TBSPG, 


the make-up of which includes key 


stakeholders from the industry. The TBSPG 


was established by the DAERA Minister. In 


their published Interim Report the TBSPG 


devoted a chapter to this issue. This is 


presently the subject of consultation and 


ongoing discussion with the main industry 


players to achieve greater engagement and 


commitment.  


 


September 2016 update – it is anticipated that 


this will be extensively covered in the 


TBSPG final report within a dedicated 


section looking specifically at Culture and 


Communication. 


9 To ensure that available evidence and 


epidemiological intelligence that substantiate the 


incorporation of additional measures into the 


eradication programme are fully taken into 


account and acted upon in order to increase the 


sensitivity of bTB surveillance and adapt 


DAERA will by 31st Mar 2016 review the 


epidemiological study on Pre-Movement 


Testing in light of the FVO’s comments. 


When additional evidence becomes available 


DAERA will by 30 September 2016 complete 


its review of the epidemiological study on 


Pre-Movement Testing in light of the FVO’s 


comments. This process is ongoing, 


especially regarding moves from herds with a 
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preventive and eradication interventions to the 


dynamics of the disease at herd, local and country 


level. 


Commission Implementing Decision 2013/722/EU 


(programme for 2014) and Grant Decision 


Number SANTE/VP/2015/UK/SI2.700838 


(programme for 2015), Commission Working 


Document SANCO/10067/2013. 


Based on conclusions (65), (91) and (108), and 


associated findings (15), (42), (43), (44), (59), 


(63), (72), (78), (90), (104) and (105). 


on the impact of the level of infection of the 


badger population and the limited measures 


available to reduce it, DAERA will use that 


information to adapt the programme. 


Available statistical evidence will be used to 


target supervision of testing officers. An 


enhanced supervision protocol is being 


developed currently and will be in use in 


2016. 


The available evidence on the IFNg tests 


completed to date is being considered 


currently and will be used to target the future 


use of IFNg testing. 


DAERA will consider how best to utilise its 


epidemiological resources in a targeted and 


real time way. This will be taken forward in 


parallel with any relevant TBSPG 


observations. 


 


chronic history of bTB infection.  


September 2016 update  – see 


recommendation 4 above 


When additional evidence becomes available 


on the impact of the level of infection of the 


badger population and the limited measures 


available to reduce it, DAERA will use that 


information to adapt the programme. 


September 2016 update – this is a major area 


of consideration in the TBSPG interim report 


and it is anticipated that wildlife will be 


covered the final report. 


As part of the new arrangements for 


procurement of TB testing services, available 


statistical evidence will be used to target 


supervision of testing officers. The current 


TB testing audit and supervision protocol has 


been reviewed and recommendations for 


enhancement will be included in the new 


contractual arrangement. 


September 2016 – statistical evidence is now 


being used to rank TB testers’ performance 


and the lowest ranked will be selected for 


targeted supervisions. Details of the 
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methodology used and the first quarterly 


individual performance reports were issued to 


practices at the end of July 2016. A new 


approval processes for Approved Veterinary 


Surgeons (AVS) has been implemented, 


including a computer based assessment to 


further test procedural knowledge, increased 


practical experience required pre-assessment, 


and a more stringent practical assessment. A 


new protocol for compliance assessment of 


those already approved is at an advanced 


stage of development .Supervision teams 


were trained in new procedures on 29 June 


2016.   


 The available evidence on the IFNg tests 


completed to date has been considered and 


changes are to be introduced as described in 


the response to recommendation 2.  


DAERA will continue to consider how best to 


utilise its epidemiological resources in a 


targeted and real time way. The development 


of the new report form and investigation 


process, as described in the response to 


recommendation 3, and the continuation of 


the research project on chronic herds, are 


starting points for this and will be taken 
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forward in parallel with relevant TBSPG 


recommendations. 


September 2016 – considerations are on- 


going and it is anticipated that this will be 


included in the TBSPG final report and action 


plan. In the interim Veterinary 


Epidemiologists have led on the use of data to 


rank TB testers, provision of post-mortem 


inspection data (by slaughter house, 


divisional office and test officer) and disease 


indicators.  They have also been a key source 


of data, data analysis and epidemiological 


advice to the TBSPG.  


10 To carry out an analysis of the effectiveness of the 


various measures contained in the eradication 


programme in order to understand the limited 


progress made with their implementation during 


recent years and to adapt them accordingly. 


Commission Working Document 


SANCO/10067/2013. 


Based on conclusions (6), (92), (93) and (107), 


and associated findings (3), (5), (16), (38), (76), 


(99), (101) and (102). 


DAERA’s consideration of the key elements 


of the programme will continue. Recent draft 


reports from the VEU on the effectiveness of 


important disease control elements in the 


eradication programme are being actively 


considered. These analyses and reports have 


also been discussed with TBSPG to consider 


the way forward e.g. the use of IFNg, role of 


PVPs, use of severe interpretation.  


Both VEU and AFBI are currently examining 


recurrence of TB in chronic herds and will 


provide a series of papers with advice and 


DAERA’s consideration of the key elements 


of the programme will continue to be 


developed. Draft reports from the Veterinary 


Epidemiology Unit on the effectiveness of 


important disease control elements in the 


eradication programme have been considered, 


including the following; 


Severe interpretation of the skin test 


Herd testing protocols 


Post Mortem Surveillance 2014 
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