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We ask your endorsement today for:

• Supplementary guidance doc. on socialisation of puppies

• Supplementary guidance doc. on socialisation of kittens

 Intended to help breeders, also in conjunction with the Responsible Breeding guidelines
endorsed nov 2020

 Breeders should ensure puppies and kittens have a good start in life – they are well socialised
and behaviourally healthy -

 Competent authorities may wish to use these guidances to verify whether breeders are
keeping puppies/kittens in suitable environments



Socialisation of puppies, kittens
CONTENT

• Description of stages of development

• Description of sensitive period(s) for socialisation

• Guidance on socialisation and early experiences

- General guidance

- Socialisation programme

- Transitioning puppies/kittens into new homes





General guidance

• Breeders should have a socialisation and habituation plan

• Regularly & appropriately handle puppies/kittens to habituate them

• Gradually habituate puppies/kittens to different textures, sounds, sights

• Gradually introduce puppies/kittens to a carrier (transport)

• Gradually introduce puppies/kittens to other animals 

• Etc.



Socialisation programme

• Puppies/kittens must be monitored throughout the socialisation
programme

• Keep track of each puppy’s/kitten’s progress





Transitioning into new homes

• Short periods of separation from the mother

• New owners should be provided with a copy of the socialization plan + guidance 
on continuation

• A list of things the puppy/kitten likes



Received comments

• Consultation via the digital tool:  one comment on the guidance doc. on kittens 
(kittens should be introduced also to harnesses & nail-clippers and should be 
offered foods with many different compositions and textures)

• However: There are already recommendations on variation of foods in the 
guidance

• Suggestion: further look at these comments in a future review/update of the 
document



Other documents (for info & promoting use)

• Shorter /summary version of Responsible dog breeding guidelines
• Shorter /summary version of Responsible cat breeding guidelines

• summary version of the Guidelines on commercial movement of cats and dogs 
by land.



Please utilize the 
documents at home

All translations welcome!

Todas las traducciones
son bienvenidas!

Всички преводи са 
добре дошли!

Alle oversettelser er 
velkomne!
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