
Commission Notice on the implementation of 

Regulation (EU) 2017/625 - Official Controls Regulation 

(2022/C 467/02)

SANTE Advisory Group, 12 May 2023

Eleni Zafeiropoulou, Unit G4, DG SANTE



OCR Guidance - new elements

Entry of 
consignments in the 

Union

Official certification

The role of the 
official veterinarian 

and auxiliary

Delegation of tasks 
(complemented)



Consignment entering the Union

• The definition of consignment
• Certification rules – products of animal origin, compound products
• Certification rules – plants and plant products
• Consignments entering the Union

General rules

• Use of CHED
• Illegal introduction in the Union
• Use of CN codes

Official Controls at the BCPs

• Before/after release
• Risk/no risk present
• Intensified Official Controls (IOC)

Handling of non-compliant consignments



Consignment – General rules

Article 44 Article 47

Differences

Physical 
checks

Identity Checks

Documentary checks

Positive lists: 
• Reg. (EU) 2019/632
• Reg. (EU) 2019/630 (exc.)
• Reg. (EU) 2019/1793
• Reg. (EU) 2019/2072



Consignment – Use of CHED

Operator

• Identification of consignment
• Destination
• Prior notification of BCP of first arrival

BCP 
authorities

• Outcome of checks
• Decision on the consignment
• Finalisation of CHED

Custom 
authorities

• Selection of customs procedure in line with 
the decision of the BCP

• Release for free circulation or transit 
procedure upon finalisation of CHED

BCP Decision – Customs procedure



Consignment – Illegal Introduction

Presented without CHED 
at customs declarations –

Different MSs

BCP at the point of entry

No BCP at the point of 
entry

Not presented at BCPs Notification

Communication

Measures



Consignment – Use of CN codes

Exemption from 
BCP

Redirect by customs 
to BCP

Illegal entry – Art. 
66(6)

Present at BCP

Consultation with 
operator, customs

Customs at a later 
stage

Operator declares wrong CN codes

Role of custom authorities



Consignment – Handling of non - compliances

Destruction

Special treatment

Re-dispatch

Allocation for other 
purposes

Other

Non - compliant Art. 66
Operator to be heard on 

measures (if no risk)
Presence of risk Art. 67

Within 60 days
Partial rejection

Detention, Rejection

Risk scenarios

Re-dispatch



the Official veterinarian

At the BCPs 
Art. 49, 55 OCR

At establishments producing 
products of animal origin 

Art. 17, 18 OCR



the Official veterinarian
Art. 17

Specific definitions: under the supervision
or the responsibility of the OV, ante- and
post-mortem inspection

Art. 18

Specific rules on official controls for
products of animal origin:

• WHAT and WHO

• Legal basis for Delegated
(supplementing and derogating) and
Implementing Regulation (practical
arrangements)



the Official veterinarian
Guidance tables
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Game-handling 
establishment

Cutting plant

Ante-mortem

Post-Mortem

Other

Official 
veterinarian

Official Auxiliary 
under the 
supervision

Official Auxiliary 
under the 
responsibility

 Staff designated by the 

competent authorities

 Slaughterhouse staff



Official certification
Articles 86-91 OCR

Components

Authorities and staff

Examples

Official certificate



Official certification
Articles 86-91 OCR

Authorities and staff

Examples

Official attestation



Accreditation Art. 28-33 OCR

Preferred standard:

EN ISO/IEC 17020 for inspection tasks

Unless another standard :

• required by sectoral legislation 

• corresponding better to nature 

of the delegated tasks 

Delegation of tasks

 EN ISO/IEC 17065, Certification 

 EN ISO/IEC 17021-1, Audit

 ISO 22003-1, Audit FSMS

Accreditation Art. 34-41 OCR

EN ISO/IEC 17025 
Designation of official labs

Articles 28-33 OCR



Thank you!
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