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Occurence of HPAI in Slovakia

- season 2022/2023 – HPAI H5N1

 Wild birds

 4 cases (swans)

 Poultry

 2 backyard flocks (Prešov and Levice district)

 1 commercial farm (Galanta district)

 Captive birds

 1 outbreak – ZOO Bratislava





HPAI in Slovakia – wild birds – H5N1

 Wild birds – 4 cases

 Senec district (western part of Slovakia)

 Jakubov 23.1. – swan SK-HPAI (NON-P) 2023-00001

 Doľany 26.1. - swan SK-HPAI (NON-P) 2023-00004

 Budmerice 26.1. – swan SK-HPAI (NON-P) 2023-00003

 Košice – okolie district (eastern part of Slovakia)

 Turňa na Bodvou 31.1. – swan SK-HPAI (NON-P) 2023-00005

 Infected zone – up to 3 km 

 ↑ monitoring of wild birds

 Biosecurity (kept birds) – keeping the kept birds in the interior premises if possible, avoiding

the contact with wild birds, dezinfection after contact with wild birds, information for the

citizens in villages within the zones, movements of the kept birds or products – previous

notice to the DVFA, immediate reporting of the suspicion of the disease in the kept birds to 
the DVFA



HPAI in Slovakia – backyard flock No. 1

 1st outbreak in the winter season 2022/2023

ADIS refference – SK-HPAI(P)-2023-00001

small backyard flock - village Bzenov (Prešov district, eastern
part of Slovakia)

Suspicion (after 10 hens in the flock died suddenly without
previous visible clinical signs)

 on 12.1.2023

 official samples taken (sent to the NRL for AI – VI Zvolen)

Confirmation - on 17.1.2023 HPAI subtype H5N1

 Gallus gallus – 23 laying hens – all of the hens died up to the
date of the confirmation

 2 ducks have been killed on the spot

 Preliminary C and D – 18.1.2023

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/tracesnt/adis/standalone-outbreak/SK-HPAI(P)-2023-00001






• Epidemiological investigation

covered by the officials from the

CA

• Eggs used for own consumption

of the owner; no

movements/trade of products

outside Slovakia

The most probably route of 

introduction of virus

into the holding via wild birds

• DVFA Prešov ordered veterinary

measures in accordance with

AHL and the delegated

regulation 2020/687 for:

- outbreak

- protection zone 3 km

- Surveillance zone 10 km



HPAI in Slovakia – backyard flock No. 2

 ADIS refference – SK-HPAI(P)-2023-00003

small backyard flock - village Ipeľské Úľany (Levice district,

southern part of Slovakia)

Suspicion (after 30 of 46 chickens in the flock died

suddenly without previous visible clinical signs)

 on 30.1.2020

 official samples taken (sent to the NRL for AI – VI

Zvolen)

Confirmation - on 31.1.2020 HPAI subtype H5N1

 Depopulation on 31.1.2023 – birds killed on the spot

16x Gallus gallus, 4x waterfowl



• Epidemiological investigation

covered by the officials from the CA

The most probably route of introduction

of virus

into the holding via wild birds

• DVFA Levice ordered veterinary

measures in accordance with AHL 

and the delegated regulation

2020/687 for:

- outbreak

- protection zone 3 km

- surveillance zone 10 km

- Surveillance zone extends to the 

territory of Hungary
- CA of Hungary has been informed on 

2.2.2023



HPAI in Slovakia – ZOO Bratislava
 ADIS refference – SK-HPAI(NON-P)-2023-00002

ZOO in the city of Bratislava – south-western part of Slovakia

Suspicion - after 1 goose (domestic, kept in the ZOO) was found
dead with bloody dicharge around the beak

 on 21.1.2023

 official samples - sent to the NRL for AI – VI Zvolen

Confirmation - on 27.1.2023 HPAI subtype H5N1

Birds in the ZOO on 26.1.2023:

50 species – 210 birds in total – mostly kept inside the
buildings for the winter season

Positive goose was kept in exterior enclosure – direct
contact with wild birds on the pond





Measures for the ZOO outbreak 1/2
1. Closure of the ZOO Bratislava grounds to the public until further notice.

2. Immediate killing of all birds with clinical signs of the disease.

3. Safe disposal of carcasses through rendering plant.

4. To ensure the search for dead wild birds in the whole area of ZOO Bratislava and to 
immediately report any finding of a dead wild bird to DVFA Bratislava - city. Persons who 
search for dead wild birds and come into contact with dead or clinically ill wild birds should 
not be the same persons who provide care for captive birds in the ZOO.

5. Ensure, under official supervision, the preliminary cleaning and disinfection of parts of the area 
(including water bodies) to which waterfowl showing clinical symptoms had free access.

6. To secure, as far as possible, water areas in the area in such a way that prevents the detention 
of wild waterfowl in the ZOO area as much as possible (draining ponds, covering them, etc.).

7. Ensuring biosecurity in connection with the kept birds in ZOO Bratislava, especially the 
housing/wintering of the kept birds in such a way that prevents direct and indirect contact 
with wild birds - i.e. in indoor spaces. Tools used for the care of birds, as well as feed intended 
for birds have to be stored indoors.

8. To keep the birds that were not winterized indoors before the issuance of these measures and 
came into contact with wild birds, as well as birds that came into contact with positive 
individuals, in quarantine separately from other birds for at least 21 days and monitore daily 
their health status.



Measures for the ZOO outbreak 1/2

 9. The owner or to the holder to immediately notify DVFA Bratislava - mesto of any 

symptoms of the disease in kept birds according to the criteria: sudden death or any 

clinical manifestation or post-mortem change that could indicate avian influenza.

 10. Use of personal protective equipment when handling the birds.

 11. Do not feed birds with water from surface water reservoirs accessible to wild birds. 

Feed the birds only with drinking water.

 12. Use effective disinfectants (disinfectant mats) at the entrances and exits from each 

separate breeding area (object, building) in which susceptible animals - birds are kept, 

and also at the entrance to the area (for people and vehicles).

 13. At the entrances and exits of the breeding areas where the birds are kept, in 

addition to disinfecting mats, provide hand disinfection for ZOO employees and instruct 

them on the necessity of hand disinfection before and after handling the kept birds.

 14. Disposal of equipment, materials that are or may be contaminated with avian 

influenza virus and that cannot be effectively cleaned, disinfected or treated. director 

of ZOO Bratislava



ZOO outbreak - Prohibitions

 It is prohibited:

 1. Transfer of birds within the premises of ZOO Bratislava without 

permission of DVFA Bratislava - city.

 2. Delivery and removal of birds to and from the premises of ZOO 

Bratislava from other farms and facilities.

 3. Handling of used litter and manure without permission.

 4. Gathering/collecting of the kept birds.



HPAI in Slovakia –

Commercial farm

 ADIS refference – SK-HPAI(P)-2023-00002

Commercial farm - village Pusté Úľany
(Galanta district, south-western part of
Slovakia)

Suspicion - after sudden increased mortality
of the laying hens in one flock on 27.1.2023

 official samples taken (sent to the
NRL for AI – VI Zvolen)

 Confirmation - on 31.1.2023 HPAI
subtype H5N1

 Depopulation on 2.2.2023 – birds
remaining alive killed on the spot by the
Specialized mobile unit for the
eradication (trained personel with the
truck with the mobile gas chamber)

 Poultry on the farm – 5665 pcs of poultry in total

 2 flocks of laying hens, 1 flock of broilers, 2 flocks of 
fattening ducks

 On the date of confirmation 31.1. – 1550 dead birds

 Laying hens – 1st flock 100% mortality, 2nd flock + broilers
more than 50% mortality till that day

 Ducks - only few birds showed clinical signs (letargy, ruffed
feathers, nasal discharge)

 2.2. – depopulation on the spot  - CO2

 Specialized mobile unit for the eradication (= trained
personel with the truck with the mobile gas chamber)

 3676 killed (more than 3000 ducks)

 Carcases, eggs and other poultry products – disposed
by the rendering plant



Clinical signs

HPAI

G. gallus





Clinical signs

HPAI - ducks



Depopulation – mobile gas chamber

(CO2)







Surveillance programme for AI in Slovakia 

In the Slovak Republic the “Avian influenza surveillance

programme for poultry and wild birds for 2023” is being

implemented in compliance with the requirements of AHL

and its delegated and implemented acts.

In 2022  

• 2.239 samples investigated in poultry for H5/H7 (active

monitoring) – positive serological test – LPAI H7N9

• Passive monitoring poultry – 1 backyard flock

– HPAI H5N1 (May 2022)

• 34 wild birds (dead) investigated

– 13 positive swans – H5N1 (january + february 2022)

– 1 positive heron – Influenza A subtype not identified

(august 2022)



Thank you for your

attention!




