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2. Historical data on the epidemiological evolution of the disease

2.1 Historical overview

African swine fever or its suspicion never occured in Hungary so far, Hungary is historically free from ASF. According to the provisions of Decree No 98/2003. (VIII. 22.) of Ministry of Agricultural and Rural Development (MARD) on the protection against African swine fever and to Decree No 113/2008. (VIII. 30.) of MARD on notifying animal diseases, African swine fever is a notifiable disease in Hungary. Taking into consideration the epidemiological situation of ASF in some Member States and a neighbouring third country (Ukraine) since 2013, we have to face the threat of the introduction of ASFV. Hungary started African swine fever targeted surveillance programme in wild boars in March 2014.

The target population of the present programme is the domestic pig and wild boar population of Hungary. The estimated size of wild boar population in 2016 is slightly above 100 thousand heads. The passive surveillance programme in domestic pigs and wild boars, and the targeted surveillance programme in wild boars covers the whole territory of Hungary.

Since 2011, the NRL carries out virological tests from every domestic pig or wild boar suspicious for CSF to exclude ASF as well. From the same year a number of corpses or organs of dead pigs and wild boars sent to the NRL for other reasons were also examined for ASF.

In October 2013 a real-time nationwide simulation exercise was held in Hajdú-Bihar county.



2.2 Epidemiological situation

Sample collection from Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg, the county neighbouring Ukraine and thus at the higher risk to the introduction of the disease, was started in January 2014. In Hajdú-Bihar and Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, the two counties neighbouring Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg county, sampling and testing has been started with the beginning of hunting season 2014/2015, which is as of 1st March 2014. In the other counties the examination of wild boar samples has been started at the end of March 2014. In 2014, 8417 wild boars were tested serologically and 8299 virologically by the National Reference Laboratory, all found negative for ASFV. 800 domestic pigs were tested with PCR in 2014. There have been no positive results. In 2015, 6606 serological and 6699 virological tests were performed in wild boars, all with negative results. In the framework of passive surveillance, 39 wild boars and 664 domestic pigs were tested for ASFV with negative results. In 2016, up to end of October 4800 serological and 4590 virological tests were performed in wild boars (active surveillance), and in the framework of passive surveillance 500 domestic pigs and 50 wild boars have been tested negative.



In June 2016 the Community Veterinary Emergency Team (CVET) visited Hungary and recommended strengthening passive surveillance in both wild boar and domesdtic pig population. On 28 September 2016 the National Classical and African Swine Fever Expert Group held a meeting and concluded the following:

1. Risk assessment

· Risk assessment of the introduction of the disease should be performed by a Working Group appointed by the Chief Veterinary Officer of Hungary, with the involvement of various experts from veterinary and hunting services, epidemiologists, wildlife biologists, the NFCSO and the University of Veterinary Science of Hungary.

· The epidemiological situation in the wild boar population in the western part of Ukraine, an infected Third Country, is unknown. The nearest outbreak of African swine fever in domestic pigs, reported by the Ukrainian authorities to the OIE, occured appr. 230 km away from the Ukrainian-Hungarian border. Until the result of the risk assessment performed by the Working Group, the risk of introduction of the disease is considered the highest in Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg county, due to its geographical location, being neighboured by an infected Third Country, Ukraine.

· The County Chief Veterinary Officer of Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg county identified the hunting grounds and settlements along the Ukrainian border, where the wild boar population and therefore the domestic pig population is mostly endangered by the introduction of the disease.  This area is considered as a „Specific Risk Area”. This shall be the area, where certain measures recommended by the Expert Group shall be introduced. According to the result of the risk assessment performed by the Working Group, or the development of epidemiological situation, the extent of this area shall be revised.



2. General provisions of ASF surveillance programme

· A Working Group has been established in order to prepare a guideline for veterinarians regarding the „suspicion” of African swine fever (clinical and pathological features, case definition according to the relevant legislation, sampling, reporting chain and operation procedure). All suspects of CSF should be considered suspicion of ASF at the same time, and ASF should be exluded as well in case of CSF suspicion. In order to strengthen passive surveillance in domestic pigs, samples of pigs will be tested for ASFV as well when there is no suspicion of ASF but the  pigs died suddeenly without characteristic clinical signs and pathological findings or pigs having fever after treatment.

· The same Working Group shall prepare an information sheet on ASF for pig owners, containing information on epidemiology and clinical signs of the disease, biosecurity measures to be applied, and quoting their duty (already laid down in legislation) to report all sick and dead animals to the veterinary services.

· In the framework of passive surveillance in wild boars, reporting the finding of a wild boar carcass shall be the obligation of hunters, and for this activity, 50 EUR shall be paid to the hunters. Sampling shall be the obligation of veterinarians (or sometimes other qualified persons) appointed by the County Government Office, and 33 EUR shall be paid for this activity.

· In the „Specific Risk Area”, wild boars found dead shall be buried on the spot following taking samples and disinfection, and for this activity 75 EUR shall be paid.



3. Surveillance programme in wild boars

· Active surveillance in wild boars shall be maintained as long as due to the measures introduced and the awareness campaign the number of wild boars tested in the frame of passive surveillance will reach appr. 1% of the estimated wild boar population. Once this is achieved, active surveillance programme shall be revised.

· Based on the experiences gained in infected Member States, serological testing of wild boar samples will not be performed as of the hunting season 2017/2018, unless the epidemiological situation changes.



4. Suveillance programme in domestic pigs

· For PCR testing clotted blood samples shall be submitted from hunted wild boars instead of tonsils, based on the recommendation of the expert of the CVET team.

· Measures in the „Specific Risk Area”: a census of the domestic pig population shall be performed. All dead domestic pigs shall be tested for ASFV. To increase the effectiveness of this measure, veterinarians shall be appointed by the County Government Office to perform the task of sampling, and 12 EUR shall be paid for this activity. When the veterinarian can not exclude the suspicion of ASF, he shall immediately take samples and report the suspicion of the disease to the district chief veterinary officer. However, samples for ASF testing should be also taken if the examination of the dead domestic pig does not suggest the suspicion of ASF.

· Measures in the other territories of Hungary: all pig keepers shall be informed about the risk, clinical signs and preventive measures of ASF via the spreadsheets (the guideline prepared by the Working Group). When the veterinarian can not exclude the suspicion of ASF, he shall immediately report the suspicion of the disease to the district chief veterinary officer, who orders official movement control for the holding and takes samples for laboratory tests. However, samples for ASF testing should be also taken if the examination of the dead domestic pig does not suggest the suspicion of ASF. In large scale holdings, the owner of the holding and the private veterinarian shall report to the district chief veterinary officer in case of increased mortality (over 20% in piglets, over 10% in weaners, over 5% in fattening or breeding pigs).



5. Measures in wild boar population:

· In Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg county, sustained feeding will be banned (based on Working Document SANTE/7113/2015-Rev4); baiting, for hunting purposes will be allowed up to an amount 10kg feed/km2/month. The control of this ban will be performed with the involvement of the hunting authority.

· The shooting of adult females in order to reduce wild boar population shall be considered based on the outcome of the risk assessment performed by the appointed Working Group.

· In the „Specific Risk Area”, wild boars found dead shall be buried on the spot following taking samples and disinfection, and for this activity 75 EUR shall be paid.



6. Biosecurity:

· District Veterinary Offices shall assess the pig holdings located in their area of competence and keep a register of holdings where animals are permanently or temporarily kept in an open-air area. Owners of such holdings shall be obliged to prevent the possibility of any contact with wild boars. According to the epidemiological situation, the Chief Veterinary Officer of Hungary may order the double fencing of such holdings in the infected areas. In the Specific Risk Area, all open-air holdings shall be surrounded by the establisment of a double fence within 6 months.

· A guideline of Minimum Biosecurity Requirements will be compiled by the NFCSO and distributed to pig keepers.

· Hunters shall be informed about biosecurity measures as well. The spreadsheet issued in 2014 has been widely distributed among hunters and contains the relevant biosecurity measures. However, raising awareness of hunters via all possible channels is continuous conferences, hunting magazines etc.)



3. Description of the submitted programme

The main objective of our programme is prevention of introduction of the ASFV and early detection of its presence in the country. The main fields covered by the programme:

• targeted surveillance in wildlife (wild boars)

• passive surveillance in domestic pigs and wild boars

• sampling and laboratory examination of food stuff of animal origin seized from personal consignments at the Hungarian-Ukrainian border

• strengthening biosecurity on the border(s) of Hungary (disinfection)

• awareness campaign (conferences, information sheets, information boards)

The main measures of our programme started in March 2014 include a targeted surveillance programme in the wild boar population to be able of early detection of the presence of the disease or infected wild boars; prevention of introduction of the virus into the country by an enhanced control of transport of live animals and animal products and disinfection of vehicles at the entry points on the Ukrainian-Hungarian border, and an awareness campaign for all stakeholders. As a part of the campaign, two conferences had been organized in March 2014, one for veterinarians and another one for hunters. Information sheets for pig keepers, hunters and citizens have been issued by the central authority and are spread in the country.



3.1. Surveillance programs

The present epidemiological situation does not require an active (targeted) surveillance programme in domestic pigs. According to the provisions of Decree No. 98/2003. (VIII. 22.) of Ministry of Agricultural and Rural Development (MARD) on the protection against African swine fever and of Decree No. 113/2008. (VIII. 30.) of MARD on notifying animal diseases, African Swine Fever is notifiable disease in Hungary, passive surveillance system is in operation. The problem with the passive surveillance in wild boars is the difficulty of finding the carcases in the field. With a programme based on just passive surveillance, at the time of detection of the dead wild boars the epidemic may have widely spread. Passive surveillance in wild boars is much less effective than in domestic pigs, therefore it is necessary to supplement it with a targeted (active) surveillance, which will be able to detect the presence of the virus much earlier and with a much higher sensitivity than a programme based on just passive surveillance.



Passive surveillance in domestic pigs:

Due to the recent unfavourable changes of the ASF epidemiological situation, we strengthened the passive surveillance in domestic pigs, meaning the examination for ASF of corpses of animals dead on journey from abroad. The central authority also called for a raised number of samples of dead domestic pigs to be sent in the laboratory by private veterinarians from the whole territory of Hungary.

For the sake of early detection of the presence of the disease, and to enhance passive surveillance system, in the settlements next to the Ukrainian border samples must be sent to the National Reference Laboratory from all reported dead domestic pigs to exclude ASF. This measure concerns 56 settlements with a domestic pig population of approximately 1800 animals. The estimated yearly number of dead pigs in the area is 200 (including piglets).

Domestic pigs which are tested for ASF in the framework of passive surveillance are mainly not suspects of ASF, but animals dead for other reasons. The estimated number of tests to be carried out in 2017 is based on the number of tests performed in the recent years.

The methods used by the laboratory of National Food Chain Safety Office Veterinary Diagnostic Directorate are in accordance with ASF Diagnostic Manual:

- PCR from organs

- virus isolation (haemadsorption test) from organs (tonsil, mesenteric lymph nodes, spleen and kidney) for confirmation of positive or doubtful results



Passive surveillance in wild boars:

The number of animals found dead and tested can be hardly estimated, because of the reasons described above. It is also impossible to make an exact estimation of the number of animals tested divided by region. However, our aim is to test at least 0,5% of the estimated wild boar population in each county. At the present epidemiological situation a mass mortality of wild boars is not likely to occur.

Dead wild boars shall be reported by the hunters and samples shall be taken by veterinarians appointed to perform this task by the County Government Office.

The methods used by the laboratory of National Food Chain Safety Office Veterinary Diagnostic Directorate are in accordance with ASF Diagnostic Manual:

- PCR from organs

- virus isolation (haemadsorption test) from organs (tonsil, mesenteric lymph nodes, spleen and kidney) for confirmation of positive or doubtful results



Targeted surveillance in wildlife (wild boars)

Target population and implementation area

Active surveillance in wild boars shall be maintained as long as due to the measures introduced and the awareness campaign the number of wild boars tested in the frame of passive surveillance will reach appr. 1% of the estimated wild boar population. Once this is reached, active surveillance programme shall be revised. The target population of the present programme is the wild boar population and the surveillance programme covers the whole territory of Hungary. In three Eastern counties (Hajdú-Bihar, Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén and Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg county) an enhanced surveillance programme is performed. 



Determination of sample numbers

The counties are divided into sampling units. Sampling units were established as written in African Swine Fever Diagnostic Manual Chapter IV., H. 2., counting with 700 wild boars per unit. In Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg county, sampling units were established calculating with 400 wild boars per unit.

In three counties (Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg, Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, Hajdú-Bihar) investigations are carried out with a higher sensitivity, at a level of 5% prevalence and 95% confidence, which means 59 samples per unit. In all the other counties testing regime is set to detect 10% prevalence with 95% confidence, which means 28 samples from each sampling unit. The total sample number of each county is finally corrected according to the estimated wild boar density of the county, decreasing or increasing it with a maximum of 59 or 28,.

For practical reasons (effective organization and data collection) the programme refers to hunting year (1st March – 28th February), however, our financial report will refer to calendar year.

Sampling and testing regime

The samples are collected by licensed hunters: clotted blood sample must be taken for the virological test, if possible from the heart, otherwise from the thoracic cavity. The tonsil a must also be sent to the laboratory of the National Food Chain Safety Office Veterinary Diagnostic Directorate, because if for some reason the blood sample is not suitable for testing, the tonsil will be tested for ASFV (tonsils are tested for CSF as well).

These samples shall be accompanied by an identification form containing the following information:

- name and address of hunting organization

- name and address of the sampler

- big game identification number

- circumstances of sample taking (healthy shot; shot because of abnormal behaviour; found dead)

- geographical area where the animal was found dead or shot

- date on which the animal was found dead or shot

- estimated age of the wild boar

- in case of healthy shot, destination of carcase (name and address)

- date of sampling

- signature of sampler

Licensed hunting organizations deliver the samples to the competent County Government Office. The National Reference Laboratory transfers the samples to the laboratory and performs the virological tests.

The methods used by the laboratory of National Food Chain Safety Office Veterinary Diagnostic Directorate are in accordance with ASF Diagnostic Manual:

- antibody ELISA from blood sample for serological examination (Chapter VII. B.) – the method is available but not applied in 2017 in wild boars, unless the virus is not present in the wild boar population.

- PCR from each blood sample for virological examination (Chapter VI. C.)

The NRL immediately forwards the test results to

- the sample taker

- the competent County Government 

- National Food Chain Safety Office

In case of a positive result, notification is sent also to the National and the Local Disease Control Centre, the Chief Veterinary Officer, the EU and the OIE.

Definition of ASF case

Articles 1 to 17 of the Decree No. 98/2003 (VIII. 22.) of Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development contain the detailed rules of the measures to be implemented in case of suspicion or confirmation of ASF. These measures are in accordance with the relevant Articles of Council Directive 2002/60/EC.  The definition of ASF case is the same as it is written in Article 2(f) of the Council Directive. The confirmation of the disease is based on the point D) of the Chapter VI of the ASF Diagnostic Manual (Commission Decision 2003/422/EC).

Disposal

All animal by-products shall be disposed in accordance with Regulation 1069/2009/EC

3.2. Strenghtening biosecurity on the border(s) of Hungary

The National Tax and Customs Authority takes part in control measures taken on the borders and public roads. Hungary has 5 crossing points on the Ukrainian border. On these locations the method of disinfection of vehicles is in accordance with Commission Implementing Decision 2013/426/EU. Although the Annex I of 2013/426/EU does not list Ukraine, we apply the same measures at the Ukrainian border.

Since the beginning of year 2015, sampling and laboratory examination of food stuff of animal origin seized from personal consignments at the Hungarian-Ukrainian border is ongoing in the National Reference Laboratory. From the samples examined so far, no ASFV has been detected with PCR method.



3.3. Awareness campaign

As no specific protection is available for African swine fever, the only effective method of prevention is avoiding the introduction of ASFV into the country, the early detection of the presence of the disease, and rapid eradication in case of an outbreak.


To achieve this goal, providing up-to-date information to official and private veterinarians, pig keepers, hunters and public is extremely important. The main routes of information flow are the official website of National Food Chain Safety Office, information sheets spread by the County Government Offices, information boards on the crosspoints of the Ukrainian border, and conferences held for veterinarians, hunters and pig keepers. Information will be given to local residents via local government by the usual local way (e.g. public address system, billboards).

With a view to prevent the introduction of the disease we cooperate with the hunting authority and the Hunting Chamber.  Hunters can be informed of the current status of the disease and preventive activities via the hunting journals too.

Leaflets have been issued to pig keepers and hunters in 2014 informing them of the outbreak of African swine fever in the EU and explaining the clinical symptoms of the disease and their own responsiblities, with particular regard to reporting requirements, the regulations applicable and methods of prevention. In 2017, we plan to issue a revised leaflet about ASF.

NOTE:

Our submitted programme refers to the present epidemiological situation, and the targeted surveillance covers only wild boars. In case of an outbreak of ASF in Hungary, we will have to apply for modification of this Communitiy co-financing programme. The modified programme shall contain extended measures to eradicate the disease, concerning both wild boars and domestic pigs, in accordance with EU and national legislation requirements.



4. Measures of the submitted programme

4.1 Organisation, supervision and role of all stakeholders involved in the programme

National Food Chain Safety Office, Animal Health and Animal Welfare Directorate Epidemiology Department and Live Animal Trade Supervisory and Traceability Department performs professional control and management tasks, provides and coordinates supervising and monitoring activities in national targeted surveillance programme of African swine fever. 

On county level the County Government Office is responsible for the programme.

In the framework of active surveillance in wild boars, sampling is the task of the licensed hunters, while the County Government Office organizes on local level the collection of samples and their transportation to the laboratory. In the framework of passive surveillance in domestic pigs and wild boars, sampling is the task of veterinarians appointed by the County Government Office. The virological investigations (PCR) and virus isolation tests are carried out by the the Veterinary Diagnostic Directorate of National Food Chain Safety Office in Budapest (NRL). Serological examinations could be carried out also in the two regional laboratories of the VDD (Debrecen and Kaposvár).

The National Tax and Customs Authority takes part in control measures taken on the borders and public roads.

Cooperation with the Hungarian Chamber of Agriculture and the Hunting Chamber is continuous.



4.2 Description and demarcation of the geographical and administrative areas in which the programme is to be implemented

The programme will be implemented in all counties of Hungary (please find the map of Hungary attached)

In three counties (Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg, Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, Hajdú-Bihar) the sample number is calculated with 5% prevalence and 95% confidence, which means 59 samples per unit. In all the other counties testing regime is set to detect 10% prevalence with 95% confidence, which means 28 samples from each sampling unit. 

4.3 Description of the measures of the programme

4.3.1 Notification of the disease

According to the provisions of Decree No. 98/2003. (VIII. 22.) of Ministry of Agricultural and Rural Development (MARD) on the protection against African swine fever and of Decree No. 113/2008. (VIII. 30.) of MARD on notifying animal diseases, African swine fever is notifiable disease in Hungary.

Hungarian Act No. XLVI of 2008 on the Food Chain and its Official Control (AFCOC):

Article 18., paragraph (1), point f):

Keepers of animals shall:

f) notify forthwith the food chain supervisory authority and the private veterinarian of any animal infected with a disease, or suspected to be infected, and shall have the infected or suspected animal examined and, in the case of epizootic animal diseases, carry out the instructions given by the food chain supervisory authority or the private veterinarian for the treatment of the animal or animals in question, or to prevent any further spreading of the disease, and to carry out the obligations prescribed in the emergency measures applied; 

Article 51., paragraph (1): The notifiable animal diseases are specified in legislation adopted for the implementation of this Act.

Decree No 113/2008 of Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD) on the order of the notification of animal diseases:

Article 1., paragraph (3): Annex 1 contains the notifiable animal diseases.

Article 3., paragraph (2): the notification is obligation of all person working with, or being in contact with animals at holdings, slaughterhouses or rendering plants. 

Annex 1 to Decree No 113/2008 of MARD: Notifiable animal diseases,

Section A: Diseases affecting terrestrial animals 

point 2. African swine fever.

In case of wild boar, the passive surveillance practically means the examination for ASF and CSF of all animals found dead or shot because of abnormal behaviour.

4.3.2 Target animals and animal population

Target animal population of the targeted surveillance programme is the wild boar population of Hungary. The programme also includes passive surveillance in both wild boar and domestic pig population.

NOTE:

Our programme submitted refers to the present epidemiological situation, and the targeted surveillance covers only wild boars. In case of an outbreak of ASF in Hungary, we will have to apply for modification of this Communitiy co-financing programme. The modified programme shall contain extended measures to eradicate the disease, concerning both wild boars and domestic pigs, in accordance with EU and national legislation requirements.



4.3.3 Identification of animals and registration of holdings including detailed reference to relevant Union legislation and its implementation in the Member State for this disease

As the main target population of the surveillance programme is the wild boar population, identification of animals is not relevant. However, all shot wild boars are labelled with game identifier.

4.3.4 Rules of the movement of animals including detailed reference to relevant Union legislation and its implementation in the Member State for this disease

In the relation of the main target population (wild boars), the question is not applicable.

In domestic pigs the epidemiological situation does not make necessary any restrictions of animal movement at the moment. The rules of Commission Implementing Decisions 2014/709/EU and 2013/426/EU are in force and applied also regarding Ukraine.



4.3.5 Tests used and sampling and testing schemes including detailed reference to relevant Union legislation and its implementation in the Member State for this disease

Tests used

The methods used by the laboratory of National Food Chain Safety Office Veterinary Diagnostic Directorate are in accordance with ASF Diagnostic Manual:

- antibody ELISA test from each blood sample for serological examination (Chapter VII. B.)

- PCR test from each tonsil for virological examination (Chapter VI. C.)

- virus isolation (haemadsorption test) from organs for confirmation of positive or doubtful results (Chapter VI. B.)



Sampling schemes

The veterinary authority and the hunting authority reviews the estimated size of the wild boar population in each county yearly. The counties are divided into sampling units. Sampling units were established as written in African Swine Fever Diagnostic Manual Chapter IV., H. 2., counting with 700 wild boars per unit. In Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg county, sampling units were established calculating with 400 wild boars per unit.

The minimum sample sizes of the national ASF targeted surveillance programme had been determined as follows: in three counties (Szabolcs-Szatmár-Bereg, Borsod-Abaúj-Zemplén, Hajdú-Bihar) investigations are carried out with a higher sensitivity, at a level of 5% prevalence and 95% confidence, which means 59 samples per unit. In all the other counties testing regime is set to detect 10% prevalence with 95% confidence, which means 28 samples from each sampling unit. The total sample number of each county is finally corrected according to the estimated wild boar density of the county, decreasing or increasing it with a maximum of 59 or 28. For the targeted sample numbers for year 2017 detailed by county, please see Table B2. 

For practical reasons (effective organization and data collection) the programme refers to hunting year (1st March – 28th February), however, our financial report will refer to the calendar year 2017.

The samples are collected by licensed hunters: clotted blood sample must be taken for the serological test, if possible from the heart, otherwise from the thoracic cavity. For the virological test, a tonsil must be sent to the laboratory of the National Food Chain Safety Office Veterinary Diagnostic Directorate.



These samples shall be accompanied by an identification form containing the following information:

- name and address of hunting organization

- big game identification number

- circumstances of sample taking (healthy shot; shot because of abnormal behaviour; found dead)

- geographical area where the animal was found dead or shot

- date on which the animal was found dead or shot

- estimated age of the wild boar

- in case of healthy shot, destination of carcase (name and address)

- date of sampling

- signature of sampler



Beyond the terms indicated above, examination of all wild boars found dead, or shot because of showing abnormal behavioural symptoms is performed continually in the framework of the passive surveillance system. All wild boars found dead or shot because of showing abnormal behavioural symptoms have to undergo the whole laboratory examination. In case of dead wild boars, hunters shall report the fact of finding a dead wild boar to the veterinary authority and a veterinarian appointed by the County Government Office shall take the samples.



4.3.6 Vaccines used and vaccination schemes including detailed reference to relevant Union legislation and its implementation in the Member State for this disease

Not applicable.



4.3.7 Information and assessment on bio-security measures management and infrastructure

in place in the holdings involved.



Decree No. 41/1997. of the Minister of Agriculture on issuing the Animal Health Code gives details regarding the biosecurity measures to be taken in animal holdings.

Animals shall only be kept in places complying with the building standards.

Buildings, holdings (animal keeping facilities) shall be established and technologies of livestock farming and animal keeping (hereinafter to be referred to as technologies) shall be applied in such way that the healthy environment free from infections and the suitability of products of animal origin directly for human consumption and the manufacturing of foodstuffs is ensured. The keeping of animals shall not endanger human and animal health and not damage the environment.


According to the national legislation, there are two types of pig holdings:

• small-scale holdings

• large-scale holdings: where the number of animals is at least 100 pigs

In large-scale holdings there are stirct additional requirements further to the basic biosecurity measures. 

In case of the settlement, erection, reconstruction, extension, taking over, retention and destination-modification of facilities and additional buildings the Directorate shall deliver its professional authoritative consent on the basis of the examination of schemes submitted to the permitting authority, which is to be undertaken according to the specific requirements detailed in the Annex of the Decree. Building permit is issued by the municipality (mayor’s office) based on expert opinion of the CAs (soil conservation authority, veterinary authority, fire department, etc.), the occupancy permit also, but the operating permit is issued by the veterinary authority.

The professional opinion of the veterinary authorities concerning the animal keeping facilities

The veterinary authority examines the fulfilment of the following conditions:

In case of large-scale holdings:

• in holdings for the free keeping of cattle or in case of pastoral keeping, treatment corridor or for individual treatment equipment for binding and pinning down (pinfold suitable for the aforesaid purpose);

• in case of treating diluted manure, officially authorised forest or tillage area appointed in the neighbourhood of the holding for the decontamination of manure;

• for the necessary cleansing and disinfection on holdings, at least one high pressure disinfection machine – as far as possible one working with hot water or blast of steam;

• the holding – with the exception of pastoral keeping – is surrounded by a fence adequate for the obstruction of intrusions by humans or animals;

• dressing room of black-and-white system, in which the outer section for the storage of street wear is separated from the inner dressing room for the placing of work wear by a lavatory and shower room;

• the shaping of the pavement in the gateway allows the cleansing and disinfection of the wheels of vehicles (e.g. a basin for the disinfection of wheels /6.5 metres x 3 metres x 0.35 metres/ with drainable liquid or a machine suitable for the disinfection of vehicles has been installed;

• mortuary suitable for dissection, supplied with cold and hot water and conduits and with washable and disinfectable walls and floor;

• container storage room or place for the gathering and transporting of carcasses and/or terminating pit or crematory for carcasses;

• buildings connected with the outer traffic of passengers or vehicles (e.g. dressing room, loading platform, dairy, milk delivery room, room for compulsory slaughter, mortuary) are situated in the line of the fence;

• the floor and sidewalls of the animal keeping buildings are easy to clean and disinfect, the emerging sewage water, manure, dung water can be removed completely, adequate slip-proofness, ventilation and lighting is provided, the equipment are easy to control, cleanse and disinfect, do not damage the health and corporal integrity of animals and do not carry the risk of accidents;

• pinfolds and paddocks for the satisfaction of the motional needs of animals are provided;

In case of small-scale holdings:

• rooms for the changing of the clothes, washing and the disinfection of persons are provided for;

• the animal keeping building was situated so that, in case of epidemic danger, the organisation of vehicle and passenger traffic adequate from the aspects of protection is ensured.



Furthermore, in case of large holdings the keeper shall prepare an epidemic prevention plan including the list and quantity of disinfectants and the equipment constantly available. The County Goverment Office approves the plan and supervises its implementation. Stocking can only take place with the prior authorisation of the district office.

In large scale holdings, specific establishments have to be built on the holding, such as:

• fencing and gating system

• dressing room of black-and-white system

• animal loading platforms

• place for emergency slaughter

• feed mixer

• disinfection facility for vehicles

• well, cisterns for drinking water

• storage of feedingstuffs and litter (building, shed, barn-yard)

• facility for the treatment of manure and its fence

• mortuary (carcass collection room, dissection room)

• facilities for the treatment and placement of sewage water

• facilities for the treatment of manure

• other underground or overground facilities for the storage of solids or liquids,

• facilities for the gathering, treatment and decontamination of waste



Our programme does not refer to domestic pigs so there are no pig holdings involved in the programme. However the general biosecurity measures described above - fences around the large scale farms, disinfection at the entry points, control of movements of vehicles and people, prevention of direct or indirect contact with other pigs or wild boars - are in force in whole Hungary. The competent authorities keep the pig keepers informed on the situation of ASF. The business operators involved in pig sector shall pay increased attention to certain biosecurity measures above general rules laid down in legislation in force (i. e. persons who have or may have been in contact with wild boars are only allowed to enter the farm if the appropriate hygiene precautions are taken, i.e. change of clothes, hand and foot disinfection; appropriate disinfecting materials (wheel disinfectant, handwashing facilities) have to be kept in pig housing and at farm entry and exit points; etc.)



4.3.8 Measures in case of a positive result including detailed reference to relevant Union legislation and its implementation in the Member State for this disease

In accordance with the point (e) of Article 2 of the Council Directive 2002/60/EC a seropositive result found in the frame of the targeted ASF surveillance programme is qualified as suspicious for ASF. The measures described in Article 15(1) of the Council Directive  2002/60/EC must be carried out, including the further serological and virological investigations of the affected animal in the NRL. The confirmation of the disease is based on point D) of Chapter VI of the ASF Diagnostic Manual.

Articles  1 to 17 of the Decree No 98/2003 (VIII. 22.) of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development contain the detailed rules of the measures to be taken in case of suspicion or confirmation  of ASF.



4.3.9 Compensation scheme for owners of slaughtered and killed animals

Not applicable.

4.3.10 Control on the implementation of the programme and reporting including detailed reference to relevant Union legislation and its implementation in the Member State for this disease

National Food Chain Safety Office (NFCSO), Animal Health and Animal Welfare Directorate, Department of Epidemiology performs professional control and management tasks, provides and coordinates supervising and monitoring activities in national targeted surveillance programme against African swine fever and prepares all reports for the Commission. On county level the County Government Office is responsible for the programme.

According to the order of the deputy president of the NFCSO, the Veterinary Diagnostic Directorate regularly informs the Animal Health and Animal Welfare Directorate about the examinations performed. Based on these data the AHAW continuously controls the implementation of the programme.



5. Benefits of the programme

The benefits of the programme include receiving up-to-date information on the epidemilogical situation, analyse them, and being able to take the necessary steps in time in case of any unfavorable changes. Taking into consideration that recently there were ASF cases in Ukraine, Moldova, Poland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, we can calculate with some risk of introduction of the disease into Hungary and other EU Member States.

In case of wild boars, detecting the presence of the disease based on passive surveillance 