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• Feb 2015: Mission to Adana and 
Hatay for 3 experts from BG to 
learn more about LSD; 

• Acknowledgements to the 
Turkish colleagues, EuFMD, Eeva 
Tuppurainene. 

 



Trainings and awareness campaigns in 2015 

• Trainings of all official vets;  

• Cascade training to private vets and farmers;  

• Access of all stakeholders  to all materials and presentations; 

• Instruction for farmers for disinsection; 

• Participation of Bulgarian vets to workshop on LSD organized by 
the Greek authorities (acknowledgments to the Drs. Spiros 
Doudounakis and Dimitrios Dilaveris and all the other Greeck 
colleagues) and a BTSF workshop on LSD in Alexandroupolis. 

• Meetings in all 28 administrative regions of Bulgaria with 
farmers, private and official veterinarians 





LSD outbreaks in 2014 – 20.10.2015 (Sources: ADNS) 



Measures under Order РД 11-1054/22.06.2015 
• Enforced epidemiological preparedness in the regions of Burgas, Yambol, 

Haskovo and Kardjali; 

• Weekly clinical examinations in the municipalities bordering Turkey and Greece; 

• Ban for animal markets in border municipalities; 

• Enforced controls on the identification of all cattle and update in National 
electron database; 

• Regional and municipal epizootic commissions; 

 • Information for mares, farmers and 
all stakeholders about clinical 
signs, biosecurity measures and 
their obligations in case of 
suspicions; 

• Enforced controls on animal 
movements and biosecurity 
measures;  

• Weekly reports to be provided to 
BFSA HQ . 

 



• Smolyan and Blagoevgrad regions included in the enforced control 
under Order РД 11-1054/22.06.2015; 

• Ban on movements of large and small ruminants in the regions of 
Burgs, Yambol, Haskovo, Kardjali, Smolyan and Blagoevgrad; 

• Reports about the clinical examinations, identification and all other 
controls to be provided to BFSA HQ on daily basis. 

 

Measures under Order РД 11-1388/20.08.2015 



06 Apr 2016: Outbreak in Serres – less than 10 km  
from the Bulgarian border 

• The Greek colleagues immediately reported about the suspicion 

• Immediately enforced surveillance and animal movement control 
in Blagoevgrad region…….. 

• but however……….. 

• Date of suspicion: 04.04.2016 
• Date of confirmation: 06.04.2016 
Source (ADNS) 



12 April 2016 – suspicions for LSD 
in two farms in Haskovo region 



Six outbreaks confirmed the same week 



31 LSD outbreaks confirmed by 02 May 

• 15 in Haskovo region 

• 7 in Stara Zagora region 

• 1 in Plovdiv region 

 

• 1 in Kjustendil region 
(27.04.2016) 

 

• 7 in Blagoevgrad region 
(First outbreak of 20.04.2016) 

 

• In total 967 cattle culled and destroyed 



The situation as at 02 May 2016 



Control Measures imposed in Bulgaria  
in respond to the LSD outbreaks 

Based on: 

● Council  Directive 92/119/EEC of  17  December 1992  introducing general 
Community measures for the  control of  certain animal diseases and  specific 
measures relating to  swine vesicular disease; 

● Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2016/645 of 22 April 2016 
concerning certain protective measures against Lumpy skin disease in 
Bulgaria; 

● National legislation  - Bulgarian Veterinary Law. 

● National contingency plan 

 

● Experience of Greece and Israel 
 



Control Measures imposed in Bulgaria in respond to the LSD outbreaks (2) 



4. Restricting the movement/transport of susceptible species (including small 
ruminants in case of mixed ruminants farming) in the whole country, as: 

• movement/transport of bovine animals, small ruminants and captive wild 
ruminants is allowed only within the region where they are reared, as in 
the restricted zone these species could be dispatched only for direct 
slaughter; 

• by way of derogation, the dispatch of bovine animals, small ruminants 
and captive wild ruminants  outside the region may be allowed only to 
neighboring region and it is a subject of a prior authorization by the CCA. 

• no bovine animals are allowed to be dispatched from South (restricted 
zone) to North and vice versa (no derogation is applied). 

5. Strengthening the control of movement/transport of all other animals in the 
entire country. 

Control Measures imposed in Bulgaria in respond to the LSD outbreaks (3) 



Control Measures imposed in Bulgaria in respond to the LSD outbreaks (4) 



Control Measures imposed in Bulgaria in respond to the LSD outbreaks (5) 



Emergency vaccination plan 

• Plan submitted to EC; 

• Vaccination to be performed in all affected regions plus such 
considered at risk; 

• Vaccination strategy dependent on the evolution of the disease; 

Vaccination area 

• Any movement to other Member States of 

bovine animals vaccinated against lumpy 

skin disease is prohibited; 

• Any movement to other Member States of 

bovine animals younger than 6 months and 

not vaccinated against lumpy skin disease 

but born to dams vaccinated against lumpy 

skin disease is prohibited; 

• Special rules and restrictions for vaccination 

areas. 



Delivery of the vaccine 
• An initial tranche of 150 000 doses of LSD vaccine (Homologous live 

attenuated virus vaccine against LSD (Neethling strain), ‘Lumpy Skin Disease 
Vaccine For Cattle’, Onderstepoort Biological Products, South Africa) was 
delivered on 27.04.2016 from the EU LSD vaccine bank recently created by the 
European Commission services.  

• Apart from the present and possible future deliveries from the EU LSD vaccine 
bank a procedure was started by the Bulgarian authorities to proceed with 
procurement of 275 000  doses of LSD vaccines (live attenuated virus vaccine 
against LSD (SIS type), ‘Lumpyvax’, MSD Animal Health, Intervet, South Africa).  
The delivery is expected to be completed as follows: 

 - 1 750 vials x 100ds  (175.000 doses) - delivery 16 - 20 May 2016 

 - 5.000 vials x 20dds (100.000 doses)  - delivery  27 June - 01 July 2016 

 



• Emergency vaccination started on 28 April; 

• The first 150 000 doses designated for  ring vaccination around 
the outbreaks (20 km zone at least); 

• Vaccination campaign during Easter; 

• First vaccination round expected to be completed by 5 May. 

Vaccination area for the first round 



Desinsection activities 
First round – 23 – 28 April – completed 



Second round – May 2016 



Thank you! 

Bulgarian Food Safety Agency, 

http://babh.government.bg/ 

e-mail: d_iliev@bfsa.bg;  

 00359 2 915 98 20 

 

 

Animal Health, Welfare &  

Feed Control Directorate  

E-mails: g_chobanov@bfsa.bg  

t_alexandrov@bfsa.bg  

 00359 2 915 98 42 
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