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Entry into the EU of captive birds:

Issues related to their identification

AOB



Background 

(a) the code of the third country or territory of origin conforming with ISO Standard 3166 in the format of

two-letter (CA for Canada);

(b) a unique serial number.

Article 53

Requirements concerning the identification of captive birds

Consignments of captive birds shall only be permitted to enter the Union if the animals of the consignment are

identified with an individual identification number by means of a unique marked closed leg-ring or an injectable

transponder, which contains at least the following information:

Article 53 of Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/692 provides for the 

requirements concerning the identification of captive birds subject to 

entry into the EU 



Problems detected  

• Captive birds from several third countries are identified by a leg-ring or 

transponder witch contains the code of the third country in the format 

of three-letter (CAN for Canada)

BUT traceability is ensured with a two or three-letter code

• Captive birds are sometimes identified in one third country and 

afterwards moved to another third country; this second third country 

becomes the country of origin if they stay there longer than the 

residency period of 3 weeks. This should imply re-identification 

BUT re-identification is not necessary if correctly done in the first TC



Actions

• Acceptance at BIPS of consignments of captive birds

• Identified with the code of the third country or territory where they were initially identified

• Identified with the code of the third country conforming with ISO Standard 3166 in the 

format of two-letter or three letter code;

Suggested approach 



Thank you

© European Union 2020

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are 

not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

Slide xx: element concerned, source: e.g. Fotolia.com; Slide xx: element concerned, source: e.g. iStock.com

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

