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UNGA RESOLUTION 74/209

On 19 December 2019, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted
Resolution 74/209 proclaiming an
International Day of Awareness of Food
Loss and Waste (IDAFLW), calling FAO
and UNEP to lead observance of the
Day.

Fourth Observance of the  International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste 

➢ Theme: Reducing Food Loss and Waste:  Taking Action to 
transform agrifood systems.

➢ Call to Action for public and private entities to take action to
reduce food loss and waste (FLW) toward transforming agrifood 
systems to contribute to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda.

…………………………

http://www.fao.org/international-day-awareness-food-loss-waste/en/
https://www.unenvironment.org/events/un-day/international-day-awareness-food-loss-and-waste


Fourth observance of the IDAFLW in Numbers

Hundreds of events to mark the day convened in all geographic regions

Hundreds of news articles published across the globe 

#FLWDay reached over 154.3 million accounts globally

1,172 participants joined the hybrid IDAFLW global event, hosted by FAO 
and UNEP.



Global Hybrid Event in observance of the IDAFLW

Hosted by FAO and UNEP



Speakers contributing remotely  to the Global Event

Round-Table Panelists

Partners

Senior Level UN Officials



Key Messages From Leaders 

▪ Global agrifood systems must be transformed to be more efficient, more
inclusive, more resilient and more sustainable. - QU Dongyu, FAO Director-
General.

▪ The fourth observance of the International Day of Awareness of Food Loss 
and Waste provides an opportunity to remind us of the need for a radical 
paradigm shift in how the world deals with wasted food. - Pope Francis

▪ We need profound changes in the way we produce, handle, store, process 
and consume food if we are serious in tackling food waste. -Amina 
Mohammed, U.N. Deputy Secretary General.



Launch of the Food Losses Application (FLAPP): Knowledge for action and targeted results

Main objective of the FLAPP

To support the design of targeted policies and
incentives that in the future would contribute to the
reduction of food losses, directly impacting UN
Sustainable Development Goal Target 12.3.

▪ FLAPP will enable crowd-sourcing of information 
from farmers and enhance FAO’s ability to analyze 
where and why food losses take place at the farm 
level to bring concrete solutions to the reasons 
behind the losses. 

https://flapp.fao.org/users/sign_in



Events Organised by FAO and Partners

LATIN AMERICA

Brussels: FAO-UNEP

Unlocking Food Loss and 
Waste: A Behavioral 

Perspective

EUROPE

INDONESIA KENYA

Regional Office for Europe



Thank You



International Day of Awareness
Food Loss and Waste 2023

Clementine O’Connor, EU Platform on Food Losses and Food Waste
November 7th 2023



29 September 2023,
Fourth annual IDAFLW



Lead up: #EveryPlateCounts Challenge



Lead up: #EveryPlateCounts Shareable Assets

[link to Trello]

https://trello.com/b/7mkSZ0dE/international-day-of-awareness-of-food-loss-and-waste-social-media-activation


Announced UNEP's soon-to-be launched
2023 Food Waste Index Report

Lead up: Champions 12.3 Strategy Session



Lead up: #EveryPlateCounts Launch at Refettorio Harlem



Farm to Feed: surplus/imperfect produce to benefit nutrition

Taka Taka solutions: composting and FW collection

LilaBare: FW for textiles

City Fresh: circular economy and waste management

Lead up: Nairobi In-house Food Loss and Waste Event

Featuring talks from Kenya-based organizations:



Official IDAFLW Event, Rome

Remarks by UNEP 

D.E.D Elizabeth 
Mrema



Deputy Executive Director's remarks

"Halving food waste and reducing losses, as called 
for in SDG target 12.3, would bring massive gains. 
Food security. Climate mitigation. Protection for 

nature and biodiversity. A reduced burden on 
water."



Three ways to hit our targets:

1) Stronger consumer education and policies
• 17% of food produced is wasted at retail + consumer level, mostly happening in 

household. Not just a high-income country problem
• Food businesses can do a lot to enable food waste reduction at home
• UNEP Regional Food Waste Working Groups host capacity-building workshops

2) Better cold chain management
• Lack of refrigeration = vicious cycle of food and income loss
• Scale up cold chain infrastructure, powered by clean energy
• UNEP supporting on national cooling action plans

3) Boosting Data
• UNEP Food Waste Index Report 2023 launching at COP28



Cooking demo by Chef Leyla Fathallah

Official IDAFLW Event, Rome



Promoting IDAFLW Events Around the World & Online

Brussels, Belgium. 
Debate, farm tour, demo, film screening.

Shinyanga, Tanzania. #ChakulaHakitupwi Campaign, a youth-led initiative

Intellidigest Webinar

Brussels, Belgium. Lunchtime Discussions to reduce Food Loss and Waste

Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 
International 
seminar on 
sustainable 
urban food 
systems

Erasmus 
Mundus 
Association.
Social Media 
Campaign



See the complete list of 
IDAFLW events, and 
other information on 
food loss and waste at

www.stopfoodlosswaste.org

UNEP’s Food Loss and Waste portal



IDAFLW 2024

What kind of resources for IDAFLW would be most helpful 
to participants for 2024?

Opportunities for joint activities

The Food is Never Waste Coalition
will provide an interactive webinar to prepare 

for IDAFLW in late June 2024 to facilitate 
collaboration on this



Thank you 

Clementine O'Connor
www.stopfoodlosswaste.org
clementine.oconnor@un.org



European Commission
IDAFLW 2023 activities: Social media campaign



Thank you for helping us spread the word!



Publication of new EU food waste data (2021)



Special edition of the Hub’s newsletter



• Roundtable on actions to reduce food 
loss and waste – coffee table-style 
discussion with concrete examples @ 
BE-HERE sustainable village

• Speakers from the European 
Commission, UNEP, FAO, Belgian 
Federal Parliament, Brussels 
Environment, the European Economic 
and Social Committee, Soft Drinks 
Association

Lunch debate in Brussels organized by FAO and 
UNEP



Public event by the Representation of the European 
Commission in Belgium
@BIGH Aquaponic farm in Brussels

• A debate on food waste with 
representatives from international 
organisations and Belgian civil society 
at the Brussels Aquaponic Farm

• Visit of the farm

• Zero waste and "recycled" food cooking 
demonstration by the chef Isabelle 
Arpin

• Film screening



Thank you
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