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1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : BULGARIA

Disease Classical swine fever

Species : Domestic pigs and wild boar

This program is multi annual : no

Request of Community co-financing from 
beginning of :   

2012
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1.1  Contact

Name : Dr Tsviatko Alexandrov

Phone : +359 2 915 98 42

Fax. : +359 2 915 98 42

Email : tsv_alexandrov@nvms.government.bg

2. Historical data on the epidemiological evolution of the disease

A concise description is given with data on the target population (species, number of herds and animals present and under the programme), the 
main measures (testing, testing and slaughter, testing and killing, qualification of herds and animals). The information is given for distinct periods 
if the measures were substantially modified. The information is documented by relevant summary epidemiological tables, graphs or maps.

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Despite prophylactic overall vaccinations which have been performed in the whole country for many 
years, sporadic outbreaks of CSF have occurred in Bulgaria every year.  After a gradual drop in the 
number of CSF outbreaks between 1996 and 1999 down to just one outbreak per year in 2000 and 2001, 
the CSF situation changed drastically in 2002. 
Because of serious deficiencies in performing prophylactic vaccination (due to various reasons) and 
illegal trade in live pigs, 32 outbreaks of CSF were registered in 14 of the 28 administrative districts of 
Bulgaria in 2002.  
Then, in 2003 16 CSF outbreaks in 4 districts were observed, while in 2004 the number of CSF cases was 
only 2 in the domestic pig population. However and for the first time since 1996, there were 48 cases of 
CSF identified in the wild boar (wild pigs) population of 2 districts. 
In 2005, serious measures for confinement and containment of CSF were taken. Besides the continuation 
of regular prophylactic vaccination of all domestic pigs in the country these included the ban of animal 
markets under an Order issued by the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry. Furthermore, a vaccination 
campaign (two placing of baits within two weeks) was performed within the wild boar (wild pig) 
population, because 88 CSF cases found in wild boar of 7 administrative districts of the country. As a 
result of the measures taken, no outbreak was detected in the domestic pig population of Bulgaria in 
2005. 
However, during 2006 seven outbreaks of CSF were found in domestic pigs of which six happened in the 
administrative district of Yambol and one in the administrative district of Bourgas. On the other hand, no 
CSF cases in the wild boar (wild pig) population have been observed since the beginning of the last 
hunting season in 2006 until now. The oral vaccination was continued in 2006 by performing two 
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vaccination campaigns within wild boar population.  
During the first 3 months of 2007, there were 3 outbreaks of CSF of which two were observed in East-
Balkan pig herds in the region of Shumen and one in domestic pigs (family farm of category B) in the 
region of Yambol. 
   In 2008 CSF was detected in one category B farm – without bio security measures applied, located in 
the village of Trekliano, region of Kustendil, 6 km from the Serbian border. The disease was found out 
during clinical investigation to the farm with check list in the framework of implementation of the 
programme for control and eradication of CSF. All sick and contact were killed under the animal welfare 
requirements and buried. 
Since May 2008 no cases of classical swine fever have been detected in domestic pigs on the territory of 
the country. 
In 2009 8 CSF cases were detected in wild boar in forest are close to Danube river (State hunting area 
Karakuz, Tutrakan municipality, Silistra region) 
No CSF cases either in domestic pigs and wild boar were detected in 2010. 
 Since 2006 virus isolates from various regions of the country were generally sent for genome typing to 
the Community Reference Laboratory (CRL) for Classical Swine Fever at Hanover. This included also a 
2004 isolate from wild boar of the Pernik district. 
According to the findings of the CRL all isolates belong to the cluster of 2.3 of CSF strains. In more detail, 
the isolates of 2006 found in Yambol were classified as 2.3 Spante, confirmed again in 2007 by one 
isolate. The 2006 isolate from Bourgas was described as 2.3 Uelzen (or otherwise called Europe). The two 
2007 isolates from the Shumen region were just a bit different from the other isolates and therefore 
named 2.3 Bulgaria. The maps show the geographical areas from which the CSF isolates originated.  
However, the review on genome typing carried out by the CRL on the 30 of August 2007 needs further 
interpretation. The isolate so far classified as 2.3 Uelzen seems to be identical with 2.3 Spante. In 
addition, 2.3 Spante was also found in the wild boar population in 2004 at Pernik (on the border with 
Serbia). This very recent review has not been reproduced in the maps above. 
Till now there is not enough epidemiological data available concerning the identification of the route of 
entry of CSF into Bulgaria’s pig population. In addition, more information is needed as regards the 
spreading of the virus and transfers between different holdings, regions or various pig populations.  
For goals of the present program, the pig holdings on the territory of the country are categorised as 
follows: 
a) Industrial pig holdings, representing about half of the country’s domestic pig population (see Annex II, 
map 1, table 1), 
b) Family farms, type A (farms with established bio security measures) and B (bio security still absent) 
(see Annex II, map 2, table 2 and 3), 
c) Backyard holdings ( allowed only for own consummation) (see Annex II, map 4, table 4), 
d) East Balkan pig herds which are bred in field conditions (see Annex II, map 5, table 5), 
e) Wild Boar population (see Annex I, map 5, table 6). 
 
The new categorisation of Bulgaria’s pig population is based on the risk analysis concerning the 
observed most recent introduction of CSF into Bulgaria’s pig population and forms the basis of the 
continued strategy for proving the absence of circulating CSF field virus in domestic, East Balkan pigs 
and wild pigs.  
According to the data available from intensive sampling and testing carried out countrywide since 2006 
when the prophylactic vaccination of the domestic pig population was banned, it seems evident that at 
least in the industrial pig holdings and the wild pigs on the territory of the county neither sero-
conversion due to eventually circulating CSF field virus strains or clinical signs of CSF have been 
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detected. 
Furthermore, it seems appropriate to concentrate all efforts on family farms, in particular type B and 
backyard holdings, where there is currently a clear deficiency in biosecurity and lack of understanding of 
the pig farmers or keepers as regards access of their pigs to waste of animal origin (such as catering 
waste), thus leading to single outbreaks of CSF. 
In addition, the Bulgarian specific type of holding free ranged East Balkan pigs in certain 12 
municipalities of three regions (Shumen, Bourgas and Varna) needs particular attention, considering that 
these pigs might have direct or indirect contact with wild boar, therefore developing CSF in two herds in 
the administrative district of Shumen in 2007 
 
From 2005 to the first half of 2008 annual prophylactic vaccination in the wild boar population have 
been carried out on the territory of the country. It included two vaccination campaigns with two 
distributions of bites. In 2008 there was a change in the programme for control and eradication CSF in 
relation to wild pig’s vaccination. The second vaccination campaign in the autumn of 2008 was carried 
out in 40 km north and west border zone by two distributions of bites (20 km high risk zone and 20 km 
buffer zone on the territory of the municipalities which are located next to the borders with FYROM, 
Serbia and Romania. This approach was followed in 2009 and 2010 – three vaccination campaigns per 
year with two distributions of bites in the 40 km north and west border zone.  

3. Description of the submitted programme

A concise description of the programme is given with the main objective(s) (monitoring, control, eradication, qualification of herds and/or 
regions, reducing prevalence and incidence), the main measures (testing, testing and slaughter, testing and killing, qualification of herds and 
animals, vaccination), the target animal population and the area(s) of implementation and the definition of a positive case.

(max. 32000 chars) : 

 This programme will be applied on the whole territory of the Republic of Bulgaria throughout 2012, 
taking into consideration that: 
 
a) On the territory of the west and north border areas of Bulgaria there is still risk for introduction of CSF 
virus through wild pigs. Migration of young male wild pigs from neighboring countries can raise risk for 
introduction and spread of the CSF virus among farms with no bio security measures applied and 
backyards by the direct and indirect contact with domestic pigs. 
b) Biosecurity needs to be improved at family farms type B and in backyard holdings, 
c) In certain municipalities of three regions of the country East-Balkan pigs are raised in herds and held 
on pastures; direct or indirect contact with wild boar cannot be excluded, 
d) Results obtained from genotyping of virus isolates collected between 2004 and 2008 need further 
epidemiological analysis and interpretation. 
 
Basic elements of this Programme are: 
• Active clinical monitoring of pigs for CSF, including a targeted sampling and testing scheme; 
• Continued enforcement of the ban of prophylactic vaccination against CSF of the domestic pig 
population, including East-Balkan pigs; 
• Quick and effective application of the required measures for control and eradication of any outbreaks 
of the disease that have emerged meanwhile; 
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• Scientific analysis of epidemiological data concluding on present and eventual future measures for 
control and eradication of CSF in Bulgaria. 
 
When implementing this programme the competent authorities will also take into consideration: 
1. The different types of holding pigs in Bulgaria  
2. The results from the scientific epidemiological analysis conducted for ascertaining the CSF transfer 
mechanism and the geographical spread of the disease; 
3. The presence of wild boar population allover the territory of the country, which might have direct or 
indirect contact with the herds of East-Balkan pigs bred on the territory of three regions of the country. 
4. The lack of big natural or artificial barriers as regards the movement of wild boar  over the territory of 
the country; 
5. Control over the registration of pig farms, the movement of pigs, their identification and the herd 
registers linked with the application of a corresponding electronic database; 
6. Control over the oral vaccination campaign of the wild boar population, in particular concerning the 
process of the distribution of the baits, their uptake and effects on the CSF status of the population 
linked with the blood samples for antibodies and organ samples which are negative for the virus 
presence. 

4. Measures of the submitted programme

4.1  Summary of measures under the programme

Duration of the programme : 2012

Control

Testing

Slaughter and animals tested positive

Killing of animals tested positive

Vaccination

Treatment

Disposal of products

Eradication, control or monitoring

First year : 
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4.2 Organisation, supervision and role of all stakeholders involved in the  
 programme

Describe the authorities in charge of supervising and coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the programme and the 
different operators involved. Descrive the responsabilities of all involved.

(max. 32000 chars) : 

1. The Bulgarian Food Safety Agency (BFSA) at the Ministry of Agriculture and Food:  
- Central Competent Authority for the control of infectious notifiable diseases, interacts with the 
institutions involved in the programme at national level, implements the 2012 CSF programme and 
reports to the EC and the other MS. 
 
2. The ‘Animal Health and Welfare’ Directorate at the BFSA headquarters: 
- Elaborates the CSF control strategy and implements the 2012 CSF programme, 
- Coordinates actions of all authorities involved in the programme, 
- Collects information and prepares reports on the outcome of the programme. 
 
3. Directors and Head of Unit “Animals health” at the Regional Food Safety  Departments (RFSD) of the 
BFSA: 
- Enforce the programme on both, the domestic and wild boar population at regional level, monitor the 
actions of all authorities involved at local level and report to the BFSA HQ  
- Supervise the two rendering plants at Varna and Shoumen and take samples from dead pigs suspicious 
of CSF or killed for reasons of CSF eradication. 
 
4. The public health officials at the RFSD of the BFSA in charge of meat inspection: 
- Carry out ante and post mortem inspection in accordance with the rules laid down by Council 
Regulation (EC) 854/2004, Article 5 and Annex I, in addition carry out the documentary and identity 
checks in accordance with Commission Decision 2008/855/EC, 
- Ensure health marking of the meat in accordance with Commission Decision 2008/855/EC, Article 5 on 
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pig meat of Bulgarian origin, 
- Carry sampling of pigs for CSF according to the sampling scheme 2012, and ensure the traceability of 
the samples back to the farm of origin, 
- Notify the BFSA in case of suspicion of CSF and forward corresponding samples to the NRL Sofia, 
- In case of CSF declare meat of pigs unfit for human consumption in accordance with Council 
Regulation (EC) 854/2004, Annex I, Section II, chapter V, 1 e) and seizure the meat accordingly and send 
for destruction to rendering plant, 
- Check the cleaning and disinfection of means of pig transports in accordance with the provisions laid 
down by Commission Decision 2008/855/EC. 
 
5. The animal health officials at the Municipal Veterinary Services (MVSs) of the BFSA: 
- Enforce the programme at local level; carry out clinical surveillance (according to the clinical 
surveillance scheme 2011) and sampling of the domestic pig population (according to the sampling 
scheme 2011) in cooperation with the registered veterinary practioners involved in the programme and 
approved according to the rules laid down by Directive 64/432/EEC, Articles 2, 2m) and 14 (3) B), 
- In case of any suspicion of CSF tacking samples in accordance with the rules laid down by Commission 
Decision 2002/106/EC 
- in addition carry out the documentary and identity checks in accordance with Commission Decision 
2008/855/EC in the context of movement of pigs inside Bulgaria, 
- Ensure the traceability of the samples back to the farm of origin, 
- Control the results of clinical surveillance in BG’s Traceability database system submitted by the 
registered vets. 
- Monitor the improvement and enforcement of biosecurity measures at the farms, including cleaning 
and disinfection procedures based on the principles laid down in Council Directive 2001/89/EC, Article 
12 and Annex II, 
- Control the implementation of the rules on holding registration, identification of the pigs and the 
control of their movements, including closing of holdings and seizure of pigs in case of breach or 
violation of rules in accordance with the rules laid down by  Article 139a of The Low of Veterinary Activity 
and  Council Regulation (EC) 882/2004, 
- Supervise, monitor and control  the distribution of baits for oral vaccination of the wild boar population 
on the areas near to the borders of the country. 
- Record the results of surveillance measures including sampling of the wild boar population in the wild 
boar database. 
6. National Forestry Agency by the Council of Ministers Cooperates on the planning for the oral 
vaccination of wild boar population and its surveillance for 2012, and implements its parts of the 2012 
programme as regards the surveillance of wild boar. 
 
7. Regional Forestry Directorates at National Forestry Agency: 
-Coordinates the distribution of the baits and the surveillance measures concerning wild boar at regional 
level and carry out the baiting on the spot in areas of their direct competence; provides carcasses or 
material of wild boar (shot at hunting, fallen stock or crashed in car accidents) for inspection and 
sampling.  
 
8. National Union of Hunters and Anglers 
- Carries out the baiting on the spot and performs surveillance of the oral vaccination campaign in this 
context; Provides carcasses or material of wild boar (shot at hunting, fallen stock or crashed in car 
accidents) for inspection and sampling. 
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9. The National Reference Laboratory (NRL) for CSF Sofia: 
- Processes samples collected from both, domestic pigs and wild boar for CSF virus isolation and 
serology testing, records test results in the Traceability database system and reports to the BFSA; 
Undertakes confirmation tests on samples with doubtful test results send by the Regional Laboratories; 
Monitors the procedures at the Regional Laboratories and organizes ring-tests with them; Forwards virus 
isolates to the CRL for CSF, Hanover and takes part in ring-tests. 
 
10. The Regional CSF Laboratories at the Institute in Sofia , Stara Zagora and Veliko Turnovo 
- Perform CSF serology testing on samples from domestic pigs collected according to the sampling 
plans , record test results in the Traceability database system and report to the BFSA, 
- Forward  all samples with doubtful and positive test results for confirmation or rejection of  the 
diagnosis  to the NRL Sofia; 
- Inform for the results the BFSA and the respective RFSD which sends the samples for testing. 
 
11. The CRL for CSF at Hanover 
- Undertakes genotyping of virus isolates forward by the NRL, Sofia, 
- Provides the NRL with test materials on request from the Bulgarian side, 
- Organises ring tests in which the NRL Sofia will participate. 
 
12. The Veterinary Faculties at Sofia and Stara Zagora 
- Involved in the scientific and epidemiological analysis of the CSF control programme for 2010, 
 
14.  The registered vets: 
- perform clinical investigation of pig holdings in the periods defined in the present programme for the 
relevant types of farms and submit the results to the BFSA information system. 
- record in the BFSA information system all the test results of the samples of domestic pigs sent by them 
in the framework of implementation of the present programme. 
 
15. The Ministry of Internal Affairs: 
- Assists in the administrative and security measures in case of suspicion or confirmation of CSF. 
 
16. The Farmers’ Union and the Pig Breeders’ Associations  
- Inform their members about the CSF control programme and support the BFSA to perform active 
clinical surveillance scheme and the sampling and testing schemes where necessary.  
- The association veterinarians take part in the active surveillance and clinical observations of the piggery 
farms. 

4.3  Description and demarcation of the geographical and administrative areas 
in which the programme is to be implemented

Describe the name and denomination, the administrative boundaries, and the surface of the administrative and geographical areas in which the 
programme is to be applied. Illustrate with maps.
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(max. 32000 chars) : 

The programme will be enforced on the whole territory of Bulgaria, involving all of its 28 districts in 
accordance with Commission Decision 2008/855/EC, Annex III. 
 

4.4  Description of the measures of the programme
A comprehensive description needs to be provided of all measures unless reference can be made to community legislation. The national 
legislation in which the measures are laid down is mentioned.

4.4.1  Notification of the disease

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Classical Swine Fever is subject to mandatory notification in accordance with Art 50 of the Law on 
Veterinary Activities.Ordinance No 4 of the 17.02.2007 on prophylactics, containment and eradication of 
CSF transposes Council Directive 2001/89/EC into Bulgarian legislation. It stipulates that CSF is a 
notifiable disease and that CSF outbreaks have to be reported to the European Commission and to the 
Member States.The report shall contain the following information: 
a) the outbreaks of CSF, which have been confirmed in holdings; 
b) the outbreaks of CSF, which have been confirmed in slaughterhouse or in transport means when 
transporting pigs; 
c) the primary cases of CSF confirmed in wild pigs; 
d) the secondary cases of CSF in wild pigs in affected areas; 
e) the results of the epizootic enquiry carried out. 
The reports provide further details as laid down by Council Directive 2001/89/EC Annex I. 
 
According to Bulgarian legislation (Law of Veterinary Activities Article 132 (1) point 8) the notification has 
to be made by the owner or keeper of the pigs immediately to the holding veterinarian or the municipal 
veterinary service in case of suspicion of a disease or change of the health status of his animals. 

4.4.2  Target animals and animal population

(max. 32000 chars) : 

For goals of the present program, the pig holdings on the territory of the country are categorized as 
follows: 
a) Industrial pig holdings, representing about half of the country’s domestic pig population  
b) Family farms, type A (farms with established bio security measures) and B (bio security still absent)  
c) Backyard holdings ( allowed only for own consummation)  
d) East Balkan pig herds which are bred in field conditions  
e) Wild Boar population. 
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Target animals and animal population under the programme: 
- 61 industrial farms with 454 317 pigs; 
- 90 family farms type A with 27 430 pigs; 
- 1 727 family farms type B with 33 060 pigs; 
- 53 858 backyards with 88 655 pigs; 
- 96 east-balkan pigs herds with 9684 pigs;

4.4.3  Identification of animals and registration of holdings 

(max. 32000 chars) : 

In Art.51 of the Law on Veterinary Activities it is stipulated that animals are subject to identification and 
the holdings are subject to registration. BFSA is the official competent authority responsible for the 
identification of the animals. A computerized information system supports the recording and processing 
of the data concerning the identified animals and their movements as well as the registered holdings 
and electronic herd register. The BFSA information system is use for the necessary traceability of the 
sampling and testing process and the recording of the active clinical surveillance of the domestic pig 
population. 
 
 Ordinance No 61 transposes Council Directive 92/102/EEC into Bulgarian legislation. Art 3 sets out the 
details concerning the identification of Animals and the registration of holdings: The registration of the 
holdings (including the pig-keeping ones) is carried out by the authorities of the BFSA or by veterinary 
specialists - private practitioners duly authorized by the BFSA. 
 
 All animal holdings, where large ruminants, small ruminants or pigs are kept are subject to mandatory 
registering in: 
- The registry on animal movement control that is kept by the owner; 
- The BFSA information system. 
 
 The code (serial) registration number of the holding is provided once and stays the same no matter of 
the species and types of animals kept in that holding. All data shall be kept at least three years after the 
cessation of the activity of certain animal holding or after sale, slaughter, death etc. of the last animal 
kept in that holding. 
 
 The new categorisation of pig holdings in the context of the eradication of CSF  has no effect on the 
obligation of pig farmers or keepers as regards holding/herd registration, the identification of animals 
and their movements. 
Ordinance No 61 also lays down the terms and procedures to be complied with concerning the 
identification of the animals. 
 
 Pigs are identified by individual ear-tag ( bearing either unique serial number or, in case of fattening 
pigs intended for direct slaughter, the registry number of the pig holding of fattening). Any such ear-tags 
must be and are delivered and distributed by the BFSA.  Displacing or reuse of ear-tags placed on an 
animal is not permitted. The identification of the animals has to be carried within 20 days after birth or 
when living the holding at least. Only in case of pigs for fattening in industrial farms the identification 
can be carried out at the latest before they leave for slaughter with green ear-tags indicating the number 
of the holding. 
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 According to the Law on Veterinary Activities (LVA), owners of farm animals are obliged to: 
- ensure availability of their animals to be identified /ear-tagged/, for vaccinations and for diagnostic test 
purposes; 
- ensure access to animal holding and the animals therein for the state veterinarian inspecting them; 
- comply with and meet the requirements related moving and transportation of animals. 
 
 There is a ban imposed on any movement of unidentified animals to markets, slaughterhouses, fairs, 
exhibitions, competitions or other holdings or settlements. 

4.4.4  Qualifications of animals and herds

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The decision of the state veterinarian to recognise a pig holding “as CSF suspected” has to be based on 
the criteria set out in Commission Decision 2002/106 /EC Annex, chapter III a-c).

4.4.5  Rules of the movement of animals 

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The Bulgarian Traceability database will be used for control of pig’s movement in the context of the CSF 
programme. The respective obligations of pig holders as regards the registration of holdings, the 
identification of the pigs and their movement control are described above.  
 
 The key obligations of the pig holders in the context above are listed in the table below, also showing 
the possible violations of the obligations, the administrative measures taken in case of violations and 
possible punitive actions in those cases. 

4.4.6  Tests used and sampling schemes 

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The table below shows the targets related to testing and to all of the five different categories of pigs as 
regards the Bulgarian CSF control plan for 2012: 
- AB - Elisa - all categories - monitoring, sero-conversion, control of vaccination in case of wild boar; 
- VNT- all categories - monitoring, differentiation tests; 
- FAT - all categories - confirmation; 
- Virus Isolation - all categories - confirmation of CSF 
- RT PCR - all categories - confirmation of CSF 
Blood samples are taken from domestic pigs at farms and slaughterhouses under scheme presented in 
the programme; 
Blood and organ samples are taken from shot, killed in accident of found dead wild boar
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4.4.7  Vaccines used and vaccination schemes 

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Vaccine used for the oral vaccination of the wild boar population 
For the oral vaccination of wild boar population the commercially available RIEMSER 
Schweinepestoralvakzine (REIMSER Arzneimittel AG) will be used according to the instructions of the 
manufacturer.  
 
As regards the monitoring of the oral vaccination of the wild boar population it is the intention to 
combine the sampling procedure for the legally required testing on Trichinella with the control of the 
CSF status of the wild boar. With this approach the targeted monitoring on the whole territory of 
Bulgaria will be achieved and 30 % of the whole wild boar population could be reached for checking 
circulating field virus or sero-conversion.  
 
In the 2005 CSF in wild pigs was detected in 7 districts Of Bulgaria. In May 2005 a training of veterinary 
specialists of the BFSA, representatives of the NFD and the National Association “Union of the Hunters 
and Fishermen in Bulgaria” on the use of oral vaccination of the wild pigs was organised with the help of 
TAIEX experts. 
 
To restrict and eradicate the outbreaks of CSF in wild pigs two vaccination campaigns with per oral 
vaccine made in the Federal Republic of Germany in 2005 were conducted and 60,000 doses of this 
vaccine were distributed on a total area of 5,234 sq. km. 
 
During 2006 and 2007 for restriction and eradication of CSF in wild pigs two vaccination campaigns with 
two distributions of bites within 14 days were carried out with 100.000 bites  – each.  
 
An oral vaccination of the wild boars consisting of 200.000 doses oral vaccines in two vaccination 
campaigns are carried out  in the year 2008 on  the whole territory of Bulgaria. 
 
In the second half of 2008, based on results in the implementation of approved programs for 
surveillance and eradication of classical swine fever, BFSA second vaccination campaign asked two bids 
to be carried out only in the territory of the municipalities entering the zone 40 km / 20 kilometers. high-
risk and 20 km buffer zone / on the border with Romania, the Republic of Serbia and the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. Vaccination is performed by trained hunters and hunting instruction 
approved by officers to perform oral vaccination of feral pigs. Setting of vaccine baits is performed twice 
in 14 days, the same is under the supervision of official veterinarians municipalities. For the present 
vaccination and monitoring of performance and draw up appropriate protocols, which are reported in 
the Head quarters of  BFSA. This approach was followed in 2009 and 2010 – three vaccination campaigns 
per year with two distributions of bites in the 40 km north and west border zone. 
 
 
Number of samples will be taken from wild boar found dead or shot on the territory of Bulgaria after oral 
vaccinations against CSF. 
The oral vaccination will be carried out only in the  municipalities  near to the borders with Serbia, 
Macedonia and  Romania.  
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The oral vaccination of the wild boar in 2012 will be carried out only on the territory of the municipalities 
near to the borders with Serbia, Macedonia and Romania. In 2012 three vaccination campaigns with two 
distributions of bites each will be carried out. 
 
The further strategy shall depend on the results from the mandatory Monitoring Program for the wild 
pigs shot in hunting or found dead. Instructions have been given to take samples from any wild pigs 
shot or found dead. With view to the vaccination this testing will involve serological and virological 
tests . 

4.4.8  Information and assessment on bio-security measures management and infrastructure 
in place in the holdings involved.

(max. 32000 chars) : 
During the active surveillance for the emergence and spread of the disease, classical swine fever, 
through clinical examinations of holdings a special check-list is drafted for checking the biosecurity 
measures introduced in the holdings. On the basis of biosecurity measures introduced for the purposes 
of this Schedule, the holdings are divided into: Industrial farms / farms with biosecurity measures and 
closed cycle of rearing pigs, Family farms, type "A" - these are the farms open cycle of rearing pigs with 
biosecurity measures, Family farms, type "B" - farms with uninitiated or partially implemented biosecurity 
measures, "back yards" - private farms, which rear to 5 pigs for personal consumption, “East Balkan pigs” 
- population, which is rear only in the territory of 12 municipalities in 3 regions of the country, under 
certain conditions that ensure the biosecurity of pigs. In the gaps in the biosecurity measures introduced 
in carrying out clinical examination, the official veterinarian give a prescription for a period to correct 
deficiencies of the owner of the holding.

4.4.9  Measures in case of a positive result

A short description is provided of the measures as regards positive animals (slaughter, destination of carcasses, use or treatment of animal 
products, the destruction of all products which could transmit the disease or the treatmen t of such products to avoid any possible 
contamination, a procedure for the disinfection of infected holdings, the therapeutic or preventive treatment chosen, a procedure for the 
restocking with healthy animals of holdings which have been depopulated by slaughter and the creation of a surveillance zone around infected 
holding)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

In case of the positive results should be implemented the measures in Commission Directive 2001/89/ 
EC. 
In case of  confirmation of CSF in domestic pigs: 
1. All pigs in the holding have to be killed without delay in such a way as to avoid the risk of spread of the 
Classical Swine Fever Virus during their transport or killing; 
2. A sufficient number of samples have to be taken, in accordance with the diagnostic manual, from the 
pigs killed in order that the manner of introduction of the Classical Swine Fever Virus into the farm and 
the length of time during which it may have existed on the farm to be established; 
3. The carcasses of pigs which have died or have been killed have to be destroyed under official 
supervision; 
4. The meat of pigs, raw materials thereof and products of pigs slaughtered during the period between 
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the probable introduction of the disease to the pig holding and the taking of official measures have to 
be traced and processed under official supervision; 
5. Semen, ova and embryos of pigs collected from the holding during the period between the probable 
introduction of the disease and the taking of measures have to be traced and the destroyed under 
official supervision in such a way as to avoid the risk of spread of the CSF Virus; 
6. All substances and waste likely to be contaminated, such as feeding stuff, have to be subjected to a 
treatment ensuring the destruction of the CSF Virus; 
7. All single-use materials, which may be contaminated with the CSF virus, have to be destroyed in 
accordance with the instructions of the state veterinarian; 
8. After the pigs have been disposed of, mechanical cleaning and disinfecting of the buildings for 
housing the pigs and premises used, the vehicles used for transporting them and their carcasses, the 
equipment, bedding, manure and excrements has to be performed; 
9. In case of a primary outbreak of the disease, the CSF Virus isolate has to be sent to the EU Reference 
Laboratory in Hanover (Germany) to identify the genetic type. 
10. An epizootic inquiry has to be organised. 
 
 Measures in case of suspicion and confirmation of CSF in wild boar: 
In accordance with Council Directive 2001/89/EC Art 15 and Commission Decision 2008/855/EC the 
following measures have to be applied on the whole territory of Bulgaria, in particular when the 
surveillance and virology testing of the wild boar population under the 2012 CSF control programme 
give a positive result: 
Measures on the hunting field in case of outbreak of the CSF disease in wild boar: 
- epidemiological investigation on the situation and establishes the zones in the infected area as laid 
down by Directive 2001/89/EC  
- reduction of the wild pig population in the 3km protection and 10 km surveillance zones to 2 wild pigs 
with their newborns on the 1km2 during the hunting season.  
- Samples are taken and send to the NRL in Sofia for testing for the presence of CSF virus from all shot 
wild pigs. The carcasses are identified and kept till the notification of the results. In case of positive result 
the carcass and the internal organs are send for rendering. In case of negative result the carcasses and 
the internal organs may be taken by the hunters for own use.  
-“oral” vaccination of the wild pigs in the affected area. The vaccine is distributed at least on 2 plains on 
1km2 (with an option for two more plains on the 1km2). Two vaccination campaigns with two 
distributions of bites are carried out within a period of 30 days. 
- establishing 40km.zone out of 3km and 10km zones where orders 100% sampling of all shot pigs. 
Measures in domestic pigs in case of CSF in wild pigs: 
-BFSA notifies  for the situation all owners of domestic pigs and hunters in the 3km and 10km zones area. 
- audits to verify the effectiveness of the measures adopted to eradicate CSF from the infected area; 
- all pig holdings in the defined area have to be placed under official surveillance and a census has to be 
carried out; the census has to be kept up to date by the owner.  
- with regard to open pig farming all East Balkan pigs must to be closed immediately in the holdings (no 
movement outside is allowed), and census of the East Balkan pigs hers in the 3km and 10km zones must 
be performed. 
- all pigs on the holding have to be kept in their living boxes or some other place, where they can be 
isolated from the wild boar. Wild boar must not have access to any material that may subsequently come 
in contact with the pigs on the holding; 
-no pigs enter or leave the holding without permission of the state veterinarian, who will take into 
consideration the epidemiological situation; 
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- appropriate means of disinfecting have to be placed at the entrances and exits of the buildings housing 
domestic pigs and of the holding as a whole; 
- appropriate hygienic measures have to be applied by all persons coming in contact with wild boar, to 
reduce the risk of spread of the CSF virus.   
- all dead or sick pigs with a CSF symptoms on the holding have to be tested for the presence of CSF virus
-  no meat or any part of wild boar, whether shot or found dead, as well as any material or equipment, 
which could be contaminated with the CSF virus has to be brought into the pig holding; 
- pigs, their semen, embryos or ova shall not be moved from the infected area for the purpose of trade; 
- for collaboration in the establishment of control measures the neighbouring Member States or a third 
country will be duly notified, when the infected area is near the border 
- pigs may be sent for immediate slaughter to slaughterhouse located in the same administrative region, 
only after the clinical investigation of the pig holding have been carried out. Check lists of the clinical 
investigation accompanies the batch.  
- Breeding pigs may leave holding located in the 3km or 10km zones, only after receiving the negative 
result of the PCR laboratory tests of blood samples taken 7 days before the pigs transportation. 
 

4.4.10   Compensation scheme for owners of slaughtered and killed animals

(max. 32000 chars) : 

 
Article 108 of the Law of Veterinary Activities lays down that the owners of dead, compulsory killed and 
destroyed animals shall be reimbursed and compensated by funds extended under the State Budget. 
The terms and procedures of compensations are provided for in Ordinance of the Council of Ministers of 
Republic of Bulgaria published by term of Article 109 of the LVA. 

4.4.11   Control on the implementation of the programme and reporting

(max. 32000 chars) : 

BFSA and the 28 RFSD are the competent authorities for control of CSF. 
 
The current programme is reported in accordance with Commission Decision 2008/940/EC. Two reports 
are performed: intermediate in July and final for the whole year. 

5. Benefits of the programme

A description is provided of the benefits for farmers and society in general
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(max. 32000 chars) : 

The financing of the 2012CSF control programme shall be financed through the budget of the BFSA. The 
necessary funds for compensation of the owners of the dead or killed in the context of the execution of 
this programme as well as the necessary financing for control and eradication measures in case of CSF 
outbreaks are provided by the state budget. The order and the conditions for providing the 
compensations are specified in Ordinance of the Council of Ministers of Republic of Bulgaria published 
by term of Art.109 of the LVA. 
Financing in the context of the execution of the programme is required for: 
- Killing, slaughter, transportation of the animals upon the decision of the BFSA; 
- Temporary of permanent closing of facilities, slaughterhouses, processing enterprises for products of 
animal origin, animal markets, butcher’s shops upon the decision of the BFSA applying the measures 
stipulated in the programs for control of the disease; 
- Control of the means of transportation for live animals along the public roads in order to detect 
eventual illegal movements of pigs; 
- Collection, transport and destruction of killed or dead animals and the wastes of animal origin as well as 
cleaning and disinfection; 
- Compensations of pig owners for killed or dead animals in case of destruction and for other losses in 
the context of the execution of the programme; 
- Performance of clinical investigation of the domestic pig population and for its sampling and testing 
for CSF; 
- Execution of an oral vaccination campaign of the wild boar population and its surveillance including 
costs for the collection of sampling materials for CSF testing; 
- Recording of results of active clinical surveillance and testing of the pig population in the Information 
system by BFSA. 
- Scientific analysis of the results of the programme in the context of CSF epidemiology in Bulgaria 
 
 
The benefits of the programme: 
- Reducing the risk of spreading CSF within the European Union; 
- Creating access for Bulgarian pig holders to the EU market and third countries; 
- Opportunity  of Bulgarian pig meat and meat products producers in the internal market and trade with 
third countries; 
- Eradication of CSF from the wild boar population most probably being a main reservoir for CSF virus in 
Bulgaria and thus lowering the risk of CSF transmitted to the East-Balkan pigs. 
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