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I. Belgian context & preparedness

David Clarinval 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Middle Classes, of the Self-employed, of the SMEs and of Agriculture, for Institutional reforms and of Democratic Renewal

Competences in Belgium

Federal level : Food safety, Domestic animal health, …

Regional level : Wild animal health/management, hunting, tourism, …

Before the outbreak : strong network & preparation between ASF (potential) partners => 

taskforce ASF, working group Wildlife, crisis managers, etc.  =>  RAPID DETECTION = 

RAPID RESPONSE

Distribution of the domestic pig sector and the wild boar population 

Domestic pigs = mostly fattening farms with most of the farms

situated in the north and northwest of Belgium 

Wild boar = highest distribution in the southern region of Belgium 

Belgian domestic pig sector 
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First outbreak

Confirmation ASF in wild boar in Belgium on 13 September 2018 

Belgium

France

“provisional infected” zone (63.000 ha)  

II. Outbreak ASF in wild boar & European regionalisation

David Clarinval 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Middle Classes, of the Self-employed, of the SMEs and of Agriculture, for Institutional reforms and of Democratic Renewal
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II. Outbreak ASF in wild boar & European regionalisation

First provisional

infected zone 

14/09/2018

Then Zone II and I 

27/11/2018

Changes in 

zoning - EU

22/01/2019 21/02/2019

25/03/2019 16/01/2020

23-11-2020

EU zoning 

lifted ! 

David Clarinval 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Middle Classes, of the Self-employed, of the SMEs and of Agriculture, for Institutional reforms and of Democratic Renewal
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III. Measures ASF in wild boar and domestic pigs
In wild boar

1) A standstill of activities in the infected forest (hunting, forestry work and tourism), 

2) An intensive search for dead wild boar – the removal of the carcasses found out of  

the forest – sampling – analysis by the national reference lab

3) Quick and drastic depopulation in the area surrounding the infected zone & later in the infected zone

4) Containment of the virus by a network of wild boar-proof fences (300 km)

David Clarinval 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Middle Classes, of the Self-employed, of the SMEs and of Agriculture, for Institutional reforms and of Democratic Renewal



7

III. Measures ASF in wild boar and domestic pigs

Domestic pigs

1) Preventive measures already in place before the crisis (infrastructural and operational 

requirements)

2) 27/09 – 03/10/2018 : Preventive culling of all the domestic pigs within the 

provisional Infected Zone => Eliminate the risk of introducing ASF to pig farms ! 

Ban on repopulation + compensation of the pig farmers 

3) New structural measures among which enhanced passive surveillance on pig farms in the whole 

of Belgium such as enhanced passive surveillance

4) Since the 1st of June 2021 mandatory yearly evaluation of the biosecurity measures applied on 

the pig farms + New App 

No cases in domestic pigs
April 2019 : renewal of the 2007 declaration to WOAH/OIE for ASF-free status for domestic pigs/swine

David Clarinval 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Middle Classes, of the Self-employed, of the SMEs and of Agriculture, for Institutional reforms and of Democratic Renewal
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IV. Eradication of ASF in Belgium : free status EU + OIE 

David Clarinval 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Middle Classes, of the Self-employed, of the SMEs and of Agriculture, for Institutional reforms and of Democratic Renewal
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V. Post-crisis measures in wild boar and domestic pigs

Exit strategy

In wild boar

 fence network maintained & sustain 5 years from 2022 except where there is 

a problem (decision changed 180° compared to initial decision given the increase 

in general risk)

 reduction of wild boar population 

 (enhanced) passive + active surveillance 

 awareness campaigns for hunters, forestry workers etc. 

In domestic pigs

 restocking of pig farms is possible again since 25th of January 2021 

 enhanced passive surveillance in pig farms is maintained !

 in addition : active surveillance in “farms which could be at risk”

 awareness campaigns for pig farmers, veterinarians etc. 

 enforced biosecurity measures in place since the 1st of June 2021 

David Clarinval 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Middle Classes, of the Self-employed, of the SMEs and of Agriculture, for Institutional reforms and of Democratic Renewal
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VI. Awareness raising

Awareness raising of all actors is required -> veterinarians, pig famers, 

hunters but also truck drivers, the general public and the travellers

Also waste management for rest areas

(along traffic axes)  is necessary. 

Awareness raising through :

- Meetings (such as the taskforce ASF) 

- Newsletters destined to veterinarians

and pig farmers

- Brochures destined to all actors and in 

different languages ! 
David Clarinval 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Middle Classes, of the Self-employed, of the SMEs and of Agriculture, for Institutional reforms and of Democratic Renewal
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Thank you for your attention !

David Clarinval 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Middle Classes, of the Self-employed, of the SMEs and of Agriculture, for Institutional reforms and of Democratic Renewal


