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1. IDENTIFICATION OF THE PROGRAMME.

Member State: Lithuanian Republic

Disease: Enzoote bovine leucosis

Year of implementation: from 1% of Tanuary 2010 to 317 December of 2010

Reference of this document:

Contaet: V. Pavlauskas; phone — 370 5 2404363; fax 1 370 5 24043620 E- mal:
vpaulauskasivelll; vvii@vet. it

Date sent to the Commisston: 29 of April, 2009

2. HISTORICAL DATA ON THE EPIDEMIOLOGICAL EVOLUTION OF THE
DISEASE

Enzootic bovine leucosis is compulsory notitiable disease in Lithuania. Fradication
programme for EBL has been cartied out in aceordance with the requiremaents of the
Council Dircctive of 26 of June 1964 on amimal health problems alfecting mitra-
Community trade in bovine animals and swine 64/432/EEC /FER, Council Dircctive of 17
May 1977 intreducing community measures for the cradication of brucellosis, tuboreulosis
and leucosis in cattle 77/391/EEC and Council irective of 13 December | 977 cstablishing
the community criteria for national plans for the aceelerated eradication of bruccliosis,
tuberculosts and cnzoolic leucosis in cattle 78/52/FEC.

State Food and Veterinary Service taking account 1o the epidemiclogical situation
and the results of the Ask analysis approves annual EBL eradicabion plan.

The main measures applied in accordance with this plan are as follows:
- control of the correet registration of bovine herds and ideatification of bovine animals in

accordance with Council Directive of 27 November 1992 on the idenlification and
registration of animals 927102/EEC;

- testing bovine herds for EBL by AGID and ELISA (est in accordance with requircments
set up in Annex D of the Council Dircelive 64/432/EEC /EBLC;

- compulsory notification of the prescnce and suspected presence of EBL and tumors of the
lvmphatic system and other organs of bovine animals;

- certification of bovine herds according the health status and movement control of bovine
animals in accordance with requirements set up in Annex D of the Couneil Directive
64/432/FTC /EEB:

- when the presence of EBL is officially confirmed in a herd, the appropriate  mcasures
should ke applied in aceordance with requirements of the Council Directive 78/52/FEC,

- compulsory slaughtering ol EBL virus intected bovine animals as soon as possible alter
nolilication of the resuits of the examination,

Therapeutic reatment or anti-lencosis vaceination of any kind is prohibited,

During 2008 13324 bloed samples and 76207 milk samples were tested. 73 herds
were postitive for EBL.

3. DESCRIFTION OF THE SUBMITTED PROGRAMME



The enzootic bovine [cucosts control and surveillance programme it implemented by the
Lithuanian State Food and Velermary Service on a multi-annual basis until eradication of
the disease will be succeeded. This decument is part of a long-term scheme and descnibes
actions {or the year 20140,

The effectiveness of the coniroel and surveillance measures and the achievement of the
targets of the program is based on the test and staughwer policy. All bovine animals in a
herd ower the age of 24 months are subjected 1o {aboratory investigation of two tests
carried out at an interval of ar least four month.

Al positive animals will be slaughtered.

4. MEASURES OF THE SUBMITTED PROGRAMME

4.1. summary of measures under the programme

First vear: 2004 Iast vear: 2011
x Control x Iiradication
x Testing x Testing
x Staughter of positive animals x Slaughter of pasitive animals
" Killing of positive animals . Killing of positive amimals
S Vaceination . Extended slavghter or killing
= Treatment _ Dispaosal of praducts

~ Disposal of products
% Monitoning or survelllance
.. Other measures

4.2. Pesignation of the ceniral auihority charged with supervising and coordinafing
the department responsible for implementing the pragramme:

The authortiy responsible for the co-ordination ol control and surveillance of enzootic
bovine leucosis in the entire country. is the State Food and Veterinary Service of the
Republic of the Lithuanus

The Animal Health and Welfare Department s responsible lor the co-ordination and
control of couniry and district State Food and Vetennary Services wovolved in the
mplementation of this program. This department collects the data, performs statistical
analysis and evaluation of the surveillance program and informs the relevant authontics in
Evropcan Union about the progress of the control and surveillance progoram.

4.3, Deseription and delimination of the geographical and administrative arcas in
which the programme is to be imploaented:

The enrootic bavine leueosis control and survelilance program from 1% of Junuary 2010 o
31 December of 2010

EBL eradication takes place in the whole territory of the Repubiic of Lithuania.



4.3 1. The institutions that are subordinate to the State Food and Veterinary Service:

Watiomal Food and Vewerninary Risk Assessment Instilute
Food and Veterinary Audit Department
and Siate Food und Veterinary Services of 10 counties, 5 cittes and 34 distnets.
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4.4. Measures implemented under the programme
4.4.1. Measures and terms of [egislution ay regards the registration of holdings

The Order of the Director of the State Food and Veterinary Service { 13 ebruary 2003 No
B1-1143) lays down the requirements For animal holding control according to regulation
(ECY 176072000

4.4.2. Measures and terms of legislation as regards the identification of apimals

The Order of the Ministry of Agriculiure was adopted (16 June 2003 No, 3D-234) and the
STVS was nominated as the competent institution responsible for the implementanon of
anitnal identification and regisiration systent in the Republic ol Lithuania,

Repulation (EC) No 1760/2000 of the Furopean Parliament and of the Council of 17 July
2000 establishing a system for the identification and registration of bovine animals and
reparding the tabelling of beel and beel products and repealing Council Regulation {EC)
Mo 820/97

Commission Regulation (GC} No 91172004 of 29 Al 2004 implementing Regulation
(ECY No 17602000 of the European Parlizment and of the Council as regards cartags,
passports and holding registers

4443, ¥Mcasurcs and terms of legislation as regards the notification of the disease

According The Law on Veterinary Activities No 2110 {of 17 Decemnber 1991), with
amendments by the Taw No VIII 1350 (of 7 Oclober 1999) and by the Taw No VII}-1793
(of 4 July 2000) and Order of the Director of State Food and Veterinary Scrvice On
Regulation on the notification of animal discases in the Republic of Frhuania, the animal
keeper or private veterinarian or anybody who suspects inlectious arimal discase without
delay shall report every suspected cuse to SFVS. On recciving a repert of the presence or
suspected presence of animal disease, on a livestock holding or in any other place, the
official veterinarian in whose area the holding is located must immedialely ensure that an
investigation is set in motion to confinm or nde out the presenec of the disease and to place
the suspect holding under surveillunce.

4.4.4. Measures and terms of legislation as regards the measures in ease of the
pasitive resulis,

LControl program of contagiuos animal diseases™ approved by director of the State Food
ardl Veterinary Service by the order no b1-281of apnl 12, 2006.

According to the conirn! and surveillance program, all bovine animals in a herd over the
age of 24 months blood are subjected to laboratory invesligation., aiming at retatning and/or
restoring the cnzoolic bovine leucosis ofiicially free health status as ruled by Directive
64432/ ERC. The calves of positive cows are reared for meat All positive animals will be
slavghtered.

4.4.5. Measures and terms of legislation as regards the dilferent qualifieation of
animals and herds



A Oflicially enzootic-bovine-leueosis -reg herd means a herd m which:

{1) there is no evidence, either clinical or as a result of a laboratory test, of any case
ol enzaotic bovine leucosis in the berd and no such caye has been confirmed in the
previous two years; and

(1) all animals over 24 months of age have reacted negatively during the preceding
12 menths 10 two lests carried out, at an mtcrval of at least four months; or

(iii} it meets the requirements of (i3 above and is situated in an ofticially enzootie-
bovine-leucosis -itee country or region.

3. A herd shall retain officially cnzootic-bovine-leucnsis -tree status provided:

(i) the condition in A(i) continues to be fultilled:

(i) any animals inroduced into the herd come trom an officially enzoatie-boving-
leucosis -free herd;

(111} all animals over 24 months of age continue to react negatively to a test carred
out in accordance with Chapter IT of Directive 64/432/TEC /EEC at intervals of three
YFEUTS;

{iv} breeding animals introduced inte a herd and originating from a third country
have heen imported in accordance with Directive T2462/EEC.

C. The ofticially lcucosis -tree status of 2 herd is to he suspended if the conditions detailed
in B are not fulfilled, or where as a result of laboratory iests or on clinical grounds one or
more bovine animals are suspected of baving enzootic bovine leucosis and the suspect
animal{s) arc immedistely slaughtered.

[ "The status is 1o remain suspended until the fotflowing requirements are complied wath:
1. IT a single animal in an officially enzootic-bovine-leucosis -free herd has reacted
positively Lo one of the 1ests referred to in Chapler T ol Directive 6443210 or where
infection is otherwise suspected in one animal in a herd:

(i} the animai which has reacted positively, and, in the case of a cow. any calf it
may have produced. must have lefl the herd for slaughter under the supervision of the
veterinarny authorties,

{11} all animals in the herd more than 12 months old have reacted negatively to two
serolovical tests (at least 4 months and less than 12 months apart) carmied oul m accordance
with Chapter 11 of Dircctive 64/432/ERC  three months at least aiter ramoval of the
positive ammal and any possible progeny thereof;

(iii) an epidemological inquiry has been conducted with negative results and the
herds linked cpidemiologically to the infected herd have been subjected to the measures
jaid down in ().

However, the competent muthority may orant a derogation from the obligation to slaughter
the calf of an inlectled cow where it was separated ltom its mother immcdiately afiler
calving. Tn thus case. the calf must be made subject to the requirements provided for in
2(iii}.
2. Where more than onc animal from an officially enzootic-bovine-leucosis -free herd has
reacted positively Lo one of the tests referred to in Chapter 1 of Directive 64/432/TEC
FT.C, or where infection has otherwise heen suspected in more than one animal in a herd:
{i) any animals which have reacted positively and, in the case of cows, their calves,
must be removed for slaughter under the supervision of the veterinary authorities;
{i1) all animals in the herd aged over 12 months must react negatively 10 two tosts
carried out in accordance
with Chapter I at an interval of at least four months and no moere than 12 months;



(iit} ail ather animals in the herd must, after identification, remain on the holding
until they are aged over 24 months and have been tested in accordance with Chapter I of
Dircetive 64/432/EEC after reaching that age, cxecpt that the competent anthority may
permit such animals to go directly for slaughter under official supervision;

{iv} an epidemiolegical inguiry has been conducted with negative results and any
herd linked epidemiologically to the infected herd has been subjected to the measures faid
dirwn in (i)

However. the competent authority may grant a derogation from the obligation to slaughter
the calf of an infected cow where it was separated from its mother immediately after
calving. [n this ease, the call must be made subject fo the requirernents provided for in
2{iii).

13, Tn accordance with the procedure in Article 17 and on the basis of information supplicd
in accordance with Article 8 of Dircetive 64/432/EEC | a country or part of a counlry may
be constdered officially enzaotic-bovine-leucosis -free it

(a} all the conditions of paragraph A are fulfilled and at least 99,8 %o of the bovine
herds are officially ensoatic bovine-leucosis -{ree;
or

{h) no case of enzootic buvine leucosis has been confirmed in the country or the
part of the country for the past three years, and the presence of tumours suspected ol being
du¢ o EBL is compulsorily notillable, with invustigations of cause being cartied out, and
in the ease of a country, all animals aged over 24 monihs in at least 10 % of the herds,
selected randomly, have been tested with negative results in accordance with Chapter 11 of
Directive 64/432/FEC /EEC in the previous 24 months, or in the casc of a part of a
country, ail animals aved over 24 moenths have undergone a test provided for in Chapter 11
of Directive 64/432/EEC /ERC with negative results in accordance with Chanpter L of
DMrechive 64/432/ELC TEC in the previous 24 months;
or

{¢) any other method which demonstrates to a confidence rating of 99 % that less
than .2 %% of herds werc infecied !

F. A country ot a tegion is to retain of fcially enzootie-bovine-leucosis -free status
if

() all animals slaughtered within the territory of thal country or region aic
submitted to official postmortem examinations at which all tumours which could be due to
the FBL. virus are seat for laboratory examination,

{b) the country reports to the Commission all cases of enzootic bovine leucosis that
oocur n the region,

(¢} all animals which react positively to any of the tests provided for in Chapter [
are slaughtered and their herds
remain subject 1o restrictions until re-establishment of their status in accordance with
Section 17, and

(d) all animals morc than two vears old have been tested, either once in the first
five years alter the status is granted under Chapter 11 of Directive 04/432/EEC/IEC or
during the first five years afier the grant of the status under any other procedure
demonstrating with a certainty jevel of 99 % that less than ,2 % of herds have been
infected. [lowever, where
no case ol enzootic bovine leucosis has been recorded in a Member State or in g region of a
country in a preportion of one herd out of 10 000 for at least three years, a decision may be
taken in accordance with the procedure Taid down in Article {7 of Directive 64/432/EEC



that routine serological tests may be reduced provided that all bovine antmals merc than 12
muonths old in at least 1 % of herds, sclected at random cach vear, have been subjected to a
test carried out in accordance with Chapter I of Directive 64/432/EEC /EEC,

G. "The olficially enzaotic-bovine-leucosis -free status of 2 Member State ot part of a
Membuer State 1s 10 be suspended, in accordance with the procedure tn Article 17 of
Directive 64432/EEC it, as a resull of investigations carried out ia accordance with
paragraph F above, there is evidence of a sigmificant change in the situation as regards
enzaotic hovine leucosis in a country or part of a country which has been recognised as
otficially enzoolic-bovine-leucosis -lree.

The olficially enzootic-bovine-leucosis -free staius may be restored in accordance with the
procedure in Articte 17 of Directive 64/432/EEC when (he critena laid down by the same
procedure are fuifilled.

The test used for the investigation of envootic bovine leucesis is immune-difTusion test or
enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISAY under the conditions set in Directive
64432103 TEC, applied to all buvine antmals over 24 months of age in oflically
enzootic-bovine-leucosis -tee herds and all animals in the herd aged over 12 months in
herds where infection is otherwise suspected as it is stated in the Annex D of the Dircctive
64/432/EEC .

4.4.6. Control procedures and in particular rules on the movement of animals liable
to the affected or contaminated by a given disease and the regular inspection of the
holdings or arcas concerned

By Law on Veterinary Act, movement of all ammals within {.ithvania has to be notified to
the SI'VS.  Animals must be cxamined by a privale veterinarun within 24 hours of
departure and a certiticate issued to show that the animals comply with the requirements.
The animals movement allowed only {rom officially enzootic-bovine-leucosis -liree herds,

4.4.7. Measures and terms of legislation as regards the eontrod of the diseasc
According to the control and surveillance program, all bavinge animals in a herd over the
age of 24 months blood arc subjected to laboratory investigation, aiming at retaining and/or
restoring the enzootic bovine leucosis officially froe health status as ruled by Directive
64/432TRC. Al animals over 24 months of age have rcacted negatively durning the
preceding 12 months to two 1ests carmied oul, at an interval of at least four months

T'ests for enzootic bovine leucosis shall be carried out by the agar gel immune-diffusion
test or by the envyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA} according provisions of the
CHAPTER 11 Atnex D Dircetive 6443 20EEC,

4.4.8. Measures and terms of legislation as regurds the compensation for owncers
slaugbtered and kilted animals

Compensation procedure is foreseen in the Resolution of the Government of the Republic
of Lithuania Wo. 1220 ot 16 October 20001 on the compensation of losses and expenses
incurred by the conagious discases of animals, eradieation of their focuses (Official
Gazette, No, #9-3129, 20013}, Order of the Minister of Agriculbture issued on 2 December
2008 No 3D-646 “Approval of Rules of Tvaluation and Compensation of Loyses in Case
of Fmergency ™.

Development of a list of contagious ammal diseases upon the occurrence of which
livestock and other animals must be subjected to emcipency slanghter or destruction,



producls and raw materials ol animal oripin musi be decontaminated or destroved and the
losses imeurred o the owners must be compensated and the expenses of the cradication of
the disease focus must be covered, is forescen. Al present not all costs are covered if
animats are not insured on private initiative.

Refore slaughteringe a commitiee will cvaluate a live ammal’s and propose the amount of
compensation. The committer is constituted of a Veterinarian of District State Feed and
Veteninary Service, an Officer of the Districl Agrieulnme Seevice and a represenlative of
farmiers.

After evaluation of losses the report of the commitee must be sent to the Mimstry of
Agnicultuze. The Ministry of Agriculture prepares the reporl to the Lithuanian
{iovernment. The Lithuanian Government, taking inte account report of the Ministry of
the Agriculture, will issue Resolution ~On losses compensatton fo the farmer”, and the
compensation is paid from the Government reserve fund lor emergencics.

The Ministry of Agriculture defines the amount of compensation that cannot be greater
than the market price of the animal, and it depends on the breed and the degree of genelic
improvemeni of the animal. The compensation for the animals which will be slaughtered
in the framework of animal discases control progeam must be paid to the owner within %0
days after the slaughier of the animals. The average amount of reimburscment lor bovine
animals shall not exceed 300 LR

8. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE COSTS AND BENEFITS

The effectivencss of the control and surveillatee measures and the achicvement of the
targets of the program is based on the test and slaughier policy. According to the control
and surveillance program, all bovine ammals in a herd over the age of 12 months blood are
subjected to Jaboratory investigation, aiming at retaiming and/or restoring the enzootic
bovine leucosis officially Itee health status as ruled by Directive 64:432/EEC . All positive
animals will be stavghtercd.

The total cost lor the implementation of the envootic bovine leucosis contrel and
surveillance campaign in 2010 15 estimated aboutl 293500,00 ELIR.
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