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1 Approval of the agenda
The agenda was approved as circulated prior to the meeting as part of the invitation.

2. Nature of the meeting

The meeting was non-public. The meeting was organised hybrid. The Chair noted the absence
of the European Parliament and of the Council. The following drafts for discussion were
circulated to the experts ahead of the meeting:

e Draft Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) amending Delegated Regulation (EU)
2020/686 (PLAN/2025/1917)

e Draft Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) amending Delegated Regulation (EU)
2020/687 (PLAN/2025/1919)

e Draft Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) amending Delegated Regulation (EU)
2020/688 (PLAN/2025/1918)

e Draft Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) amending Delegated Regulation (EU)
2020/689 (PLAN/2025/1924)

3. Points discussed
3.1. Introduction

This was the second meeting of the expert group with the main focus on discussing the above
listed draft delegated regulations in view of the re-categorisation of infection with bluetongue
virus as category D+E disease.

The Chair explained briefly the background and reminded the experts the scope and the extent
of the amendments which will make operational the on-going recategorization of infection with
bluetongue virus (serotypes 1-24) (BTV) from the current category C+D+E to D+E (chiefly by
an amendment of CIR (EU) 2018/1882). These amendments were extensively discussed at the
expert group that took place on 30 September 2025. In addition, the expert group discussed
few changes in relation to the proposed derogation for movements of registered equine animals
that pass through another Member States to reach their place of destination in Member State of
origin.

The Chair also thanked the experts for the written comments received, noted that 11 experts
have sent comments (apparent minority of the experts), and confirmed again that operationally
the Commission assumes tacit support for the drafts from the other experts, in the absence of
comments (apparent majority of experts). In addition, the Commission made a comprehensive



presentation with the comments received and the Commission’s assessment and preferred
options for each of them.

3.2. Discussions

The discussions were mostly related to the amendments to draft Delegated Regulation
amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/686 (movements of germinal products) and draft
Delegated Regulation amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/688 (movements of
terrestrial animals).

As regards draft Delegated Regulation amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/686, some
experts requested clarification and the Commission confirmed that testing for BTV or infection
with epizootic haemorrhagic disease virus (EHD) will not be required in the semen collection
centre located in the area where BTV or EHD was not reported, nor in the area seasonally
vector-free, nor in the vector protected establishment (which is a status quo comparing to the
current rules). The Commission clarified that under current rules “disease being reported” is
not based on prescribed annual testing or active surveillance either. Despite the different
statuses of bulls at the semen collection centre only semen eligible for trade (from negative
bull) can be sent to other Member States. Additionally, the Commission clarified that bulls
vaccinated against BTV are allowed at semen collection centres but need to be tested (PCR or
virus isolation) with negative result in order their semen to be eligible for trade. One expert
indicated that some tests for BTV/ EHD are not accredited for cervids/ camelids/ goats. The
Commission explained that in this case a cascade for methods of sampling and analysis
provided for in Article 34 of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 (OCR) and in Article 6 of CDR (EU)
2020/689 apply and should be implemented.

As regards draft Delegated Regulation amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/688, few
experts requested that BTV vaccines to be used as a tool that enables certification of movement
of animals to other Member States must prevent viraemia. Also, several experts raised issues
not related to the draft but to non-legislative operational aspects. Moreover, several experts
would rather have more technical details in the current draft as regards entomological and
active surveillance or vector proof establishments. In addition, in relation to the new proposed
article related to a derogation for movements of registered equine animals passing through
another Member States to reach their place of destination in Member State of origin, all the
experts were in favour of the proposed draft but raised some minor suggestions to improve its
text as well as one expert raised an additional amendment for another type of movement of
equine animals. The Commission took note of the latter but indicated that the priority is to
reach agreement as soon as possible on the amendment already in the draft.

4. Conclusion
The Commission thanked experts for their input.
5. Next steps

The Commission will use the outcomes of the discussion during this expert group meeting to
develop a revised version of the drafts. The Commission will start its internal consultations
prior to the eventual adoption of the drafts and has indicated that to the experts.



