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Topics from the meeting 3rd April 2025 (09:30 – 13:00 CET)

Topic 1: Household food waste monitoring and granular data for targeted policies/interventions

Topic 2: Monitoring and defining food loss and waste in fisheries and aquaculture

EU Platform on FLW 17th meeting
11 June 2025



• Is weighing food waste better than a questionnaire? 
Insights from a study of measurement Valerie 

Lengard Almli

• National representative surveys on household food 
waste: comparisons of the results of three 
assessments in Italy Laura Rossi

• Automated quantification tool to monitor household 
food waste Mattias Eriksson

• Treasure rather than trash: innovations in the 
measurement of household food waste Erika van 

Herpen

• Household food waste data, monitoring and insights 
informing policy recommendations in the UK Estelle 

Herszenhorn

Topic 1: Household food waste 
monitoring and granular data for 
targeted policies/interventions
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Topic 2: Monitoring and defining 
food loss and waste in fisheries 
and aquaculture
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• Food loss data from the Norwegian 
seafood industry Magnus Myhre

• Barriers and opportunities for food recovery 
in the seafood and cruise industry Linn 

Eide
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- There is a need for more granular data – especially 
at household level – to ensure targeted policies.

- Self-reported food waste is often underestimated, 
and technology provides more accurate tracking.

- Digital tools, such as sensors, smart-bins, AI-photo 
recognition etc. offer new opportunities to go beyond 
surveys and traditional waste audits/waste 
compositional analysis
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Inputs on topic for next 
meeting are welcome 
- Aina Stensgård NORSUS / Nofima / Matvett-Consortium



Action and implementation sub-group 
The role of packaging in reducing food waste

EU Platform on FLW 17th meeting
11 June 2025

• Reducing food waste is a crucial step for greater sustainability. DG ENVI has an open call on 
waste reduction. More dialogue is needed in the application of PPWR because (active) 
packaging is a tool to do it

• Packaging has a key role: research is focusing on the development of active packaging that 
increases shelf life

• The benefit is collective, to achieve this we need a collective effort to finance the introduction 
of these innovations. As with all green deal measures like the electric cars

• In Italy a support of active packaging in the Operational Plans of the Common Agricultural 
Policy of 50 million euro per year would provide a benefit of 1 million euro. The EU would 
spend 1 to get back 20

• There are many studies and virtuous examples of this



The applied research on active packaging

EU Platform on FLW 17th meeting
11 June 2025

ZeroW project



What does the market think: we need EU help!

EU Platform on FLW 17th meeting
11 June 2025

We have the technology to fight
the food waste

The cost of the innovations is in 
charge of the supply chain

The benefits are gained by the 
community level (retailer 
&counsumers)

If the benefit are community-
based, the EU must support the 
introduction and cost

Active packaging: a clever idea, a 
valid contribution

There is an increasing demand to 
reduce the use of chemicals as 
antimicrobial agents 

Essential oils exhibited different
antibacterial and antifungal
properties

On small and soft fruits in which 
the oxidation processes caused by 
superficial fungal. There is a 
benefit of 3 days



The role of cities

EU Platform on FLW 17th meeting
11 June 2025

• Eurocities, a network of over 200 
European cities, advocates for stronger 
EU support for urban food systems, 
including funding, and clearer 
mandates to reduce food waste. 
Through initiatives like the Milan Urban 
Food Policy Pact, the organisation 
promotes climate action, inclusive food 
systems, and shorter supply chains to 
minimise waste and build sustainable 
cities.



The role of cities in reaching food waste reduction 
targets 

EU Platform on FLW 17th meeting
11 June 2025

Cooperation with food donation systems: Tallinn Food Bank

• Shops order less food
• The company's food waste is 

decreasing
• Thanks to the city's 

notification, restaurants, 
caterers, and event organizers 
also donate food 



Innovation&Culture 
builds Value in 
everything

Thanks to 
Everyone
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Consumer FW prevention sub-group 

Workshop on reducing consumer food waste through effective 
actions at national level 
20 May 2025, onsite in Brussels (6th meeting of the subgroup)

Objective: support and strengthen national programs, helping Member States 
deliver on the EU 2030 target of a 30% reduction in consumer food waste.

Results:
1) Input from practitioners from food businesses, NGOs, academia, and public 
authorities across the EU, consolidated and in flashcard format. 
2) An interactive workshop that brought together MS reps and experts to share 
experiences and lessons learned. 3) Workshop summary report combining 
both (upcoming, will be shared with the platform)

Representatives from Hungary, France, Slovenia, and Scotland showcased in 
an interactive panel diverse approaches, inspiring collaboration. Through a 
World Café format, participants exchanged both technical insights and 
personal reflections on overcoming real-world challenges from national, 
regional, and local initiatives.

EU Platform on FLW 17th meeting
11 June 2025



Key topics discussed:
 Designing effective interventions – What works in 

changing consumer behavior
 Stakeholder engagement – Building strong public-

private partnerships
 Program sustainability – Ensuring long-term 

funding and institutional embedding
 Measuring & monitoring – Tracking impact to drive 

progress

A strong sense of openness encouraged honest 
dialogue, making this not just a technical exchange but 
a collaborative push toward impactful, scalable 
solutions. 

Workshop on reducing consumer food waste 
through effective actions at national level 

Next step: share the summary report of the meeting with all Platform members, 
together with the feedback from the practitioners’ interviews

EU Platform on FLW 17th meeting
11 June 2025



Food donation sub-group

5 June 2025, onsite in Brussels (4th meeting of the subgroup)

Topics:

1) Presentation by Germany on a proposal to introduce a definition of ‘charitable food  
business operator’ in the General Food Law – Regulation (EC) 178/2002 – and 
discussion with members

2) Ongoing work on barriers and opportunities to facilitate food redistribution 

Objective:

- to develop recommendations to tackle barriers for redistribution of surplus food in the 
EU 

- to prioritise recommendations through SLIDO ‘votes’

EU Platform on FLW 17th meeting
11 June 2025



Food donation sub-group
How?

- Based on ‘notes’ on 4 topics of regulatory nature:

- Liability

- Traceability 

- Food information to consumers (labelling, incl. date marking)

- Hygiene (freezing of meat, and donation of food of animal origin from retail to 
retail)

- Rapporteurs for each topic: EuroCommerce, FEBA, FoodCloud and Germany

Next steps:

- Draft recommendations based on the SLIDO ranking – will be sent to subgroup 
members for comments

- Draft report to be distributed to all Platform members for feedback

- Validation procedure through Q3 and Q4 2025, and publication in 2026

EU Platform on FLW 17th meeting
11 June 2025
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