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• Contagious viral disease of swine

• Highly resistant

• Affects domestic and wild pigs

• There is still no vaccine against ASF
European susceptible species:

• Domestic pigs and European wild boar

• All age categories (no age dependency)

• Without gender predilection

It does not affect humans or other animal species

African Swine Fever Virus



1. Lithuania (1/2014) – only in wild boar for (+1y, last 
outbreak in pigs: 10/08/2020)
2. Poland (1/2014)
3. Latvia (6/2014) last outbreak in pigs: 11/08/2021
4. Estonia (7/2015) one outbreak in pigs on 14/07/2021
5. Romania (7/2017)
6. Hungary (4/2018) – only in wild boar
7. Bulgaria (6/2018)
8. Slovakia (7/2019)
9. Germany (9/2020) – close to PL border, 4 outbreaks in pigs
in 2021 (all eradicated), 1 outbreak in pigs in May 2022 
10. Italy (mainland – three regions in 2022) –wild boar and 1 
outbreak in domestic  pigs
• Sardinia, IT – unrelated epidemiological situation since 1978

ASF in the EU in 2014-2022

Czechia – 6/2017, free from ASF since 02/2019 

Belgium – 9/2018, free from ASF since 11/2020 

ASF outbreaks in domestic pigs
ASF cases in wild boar

Greece – 2/2020, one outbreak in pigs (eradicated)
ASF in the EU in 2021-2022 (up to 22/06/2022)



• Preparedness
• Scientific advice (EFSA)
• Network of labs (+ EURL)
• Research
• Legislation (horizontal + specific)
• EU Guidelines
• Zoning (Regionalization)
• Border controls
• Audits
• Financial support
• Training (BTSF)
• Public awareness
• Urgent intervention (EUVET)
• International cooperation 

• GF-TADS

Main EU initiatives on ASF
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-192783





Belgium - 2018
more than 800 km 
from the closest case

Czechia - 2017
more than 400 km 
from the closest case

Poland - 2019
more than 250 km 
from the closest case

Germany - 2021
more than 150 km 
from the closest case

Since 2014, ASF have been mostly limited geographically to the Eastern part of the EU and mainly in wild 
boar, apart from apparent human mediated “jumps” to Czechia, Belgium, western part of Poland and, 
more recently, in Italy and Germany

ASF Human mediated jumps (1)



ASF Human mediated jumps (2)
Germany - 2022
more than 500 km 
from the closest case

Italy - 2022
more than 800 km 
from the closest case



Before
ASF

ASF is a deadly disease for pigs …
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After
ASF

Almost 850 000 pigs have died or had to be culled in 2021-2022



…and wild boar

Before ASF



After ASF

EFSA Scientific Opinion* estimates case‐fatality rate due to ASF of wild boar with ASFV 
genotype II strains is likely above 95%.

EFSA J. 2021 Mar; 19(3): e06419. Published online 2021 Mar 3. doi: 10.2903/j.efsa.2021.6419



ASF in mainland Italy – 2022: a new challenge 

People trying to save a wild boar in the
Municipality of Rome, risk of further uncontrolled spread

The wild boar was probably sick (difficult to capture an healthy
wild boar with bare hands), and he was bleeding (ASF is an 
haemorrhagic disease)

Risky behaviors increases the possibility of destructive 
consequences, where was the sick wild boar released?

ASF has severe impact on:
- Animal health
- Economy
- Livelihood



Public awareness (1)
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Public awareness (1)
http://web.oie.int/RR-

Europe/eng/Regprog/en_ASF_depository.htm#ASFcampaignmaterial
Public awareness (2)

http://web.oie.int/RR-Europe/eng/Regprog/en_ASF_depository.htm#ASFcampaignmaterial


Public awareness (3)

Link: https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/180711Link: https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-192783

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/180711
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-192783


Conclusions (1)
Preventing, controlling and eradicating African swine fever remains a high priority 
for the EU, a serious animal health problem and an issue for the pork sector

The Commission and the EU Member States have already implemented many 
successful activities leading to the effective containment of the disease in very 
limited areas, and to its eradication from Belgium, Czechia and Greece

However, despite these efforts, we still face a challenging situation. The virus has 
recently “jumped” to unexpected locations in Italy and Germany because of the so-
called “human-factor”



Conclusions (2)
We need to boost awareness campaigns reaching wide range of the population to 
stop human  activity from spreading the disease further

We need your help and network to help people to understand the issue, to change 
their behaviors and to prevent further spread of ASF

Your help with this effort is key
and would be greatly appreciated



Thank you
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Dedicated ASF website of the Commission:

https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/animal-diseases/control-measures/asf_en

Interactive tool of EU regionalisation (zoning) for ASF:

https://santegis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=45cdd657542a437c84bfc9cf1846ae8c

Awareness campaign materials on ASF:

https://rr-europe.woah.org/en/Projects/gf-tads-europe/standing-groups-of-experts-on-african-
swine-fever-in-europe/depository-on-african-swine-fever/awareness-material-on-asf/ 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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