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• Mortality in sheep and cattle (up to +20%)
• Abortion (+5-6%) and early birth
• Fertility problems : 100% of ill rams are sterile,  

lambing % down, long term or a one-off ? 
• Costs of extra feeding (movement restrictions)
• Costs of treatments and extra labour
• Limited growth and weight loss 
• Drop in milk production
• Transport restrictions
• Testing
• Loss of markets

Economic impact on farms



 

Overall Community figures still difficult to estimate

Sound figures from some fairly much affected countries :
Netherlands: over € 100 million 
Belgium (Flanders): almost € 40 million
France: € 3.300.000 (value of dead sheep only)

Impact on other countries (e.g. testing): 
Czech Republic: € 300.000
Austria: € 260.000

Economic impact on farms (2007)



 

Vaccination is an effective way to protect animals against BTV, 
while keeping the internal market going. OIE code and EU 
legislation recognise this.

QUESTIONS

What are the goals of the vaccination? 

Containment ? (at the fringe of the infected zone)

Prevention ? (also in the surveillance zone and outside)

Eradication? (vaccinating all susceptible animals)

As precondition for movement ?

To minimize clinical and economic impact of the disease at 
the farm level without market distortions !

BT Vaccination



 

Common EU-wide strategy on vaccination needed

1. What will be the rules of the game in 2008 and beyond? 
Need for a long-term BT vaccination and monitoring 
strategy – farmers need clarity and up-to-date relevant 
information (e.g. BT-Net)

2. Train and trust the farmers enough to allow them to 
vaccinate themselves their animals !

3. Are the rules for EU co-financing in 2008 clear to 
Member States and stakeholders ?

4. What EU financing will be available in 2009 and beyond?
5. Does the strategy take into account that many animals 

have built up sufficient immunity after infection / 
maternal immunity? 

Implementation of the vaccination strategy



 

Lessons learnt….

We appreciate the good co-operation with the  
European Commission

Farmers trust there is a system that will help 
them out when needed, but…
- Are we flexible enough to deal with rapidly changing 
situations?

- Can we smoothly adapt our procedures when needed ?

- Can we move from being reactive to pro-active ?
(EU vaccine bank would help Member States in rapidly 
changing situations)



 

Lessons learnt…



 



 

- Bluetongue serves as an example to other new 
emerging diseases

- Incorporate the lessons learnt into the new 
Community Animal Health Strategy

-A more robust research BT programme is still 
crucial

- Stakeholders, Member States and Commission 
to further strengthen information sharing and co-
operation
- Co-operation with neighbouring third countries

Further observations



 

1. SETTING CLEAR GOALS OF VACCINATION

2. COMMON STRATEGY

There is an urgent need to have a common coordinated EU-wide approach

Implementation :

Have safe and efficient system based on vaccines available in time

Financing : 

Longer-term predictability needed

3. FLEXIBILITY

Bluetongue situation still evolving - anticipate

CONCLUSIVE REMARKS
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Thank you.Thank you.

www.copa-cogeca.bewww.copa-cogeca.be
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