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1. Identification of the programme

Country Geographl'cal"EngEzsh Name : " IMaita

Dlsease [ Transmissible Spongiform Encephaiopathies

Requ('-_:g_sftp'e'riod From 2011
Reguestperiod T.o__ 2011
1.1 Contact | s
, -Qon’téctf Nam |Dr Anthony Gruppetta
' Contact Phore UL {00356 25005168
ContactFax' o |o03s6 25905182
Contact Email _ cvo.mrae@gov.mt

2 Descnptlon of the programme o

‘In accordance to EU Directives 999/2001/EC and 1041/2006 screening for TSE’s has been carried out since March 2001, using i
:the Enfer® test. in-October 2002, the Divisicn changed to Bio-Rad TeSeE® detection kit. A contract has been signed with the
VEA - Weybridge (UK} for the performing of histopathological and immunogcyto-chemistry examination of positive samples.
Testing is carried out on Bovine, Ovine and Caprine species. Commumty financial participation is not being requested for the
3|m;:rlemen’tatlon of the breedlng programme for the resistance to TSE in Sheep {decision 2003/100/EC).

; The objective of the programme includes:

i+ Achieving harmonization with other EU countries in veterinary control and surveillance programmes;

"+ The strengthening ¢f veterinary epidemioclogical surveillance measures in accordance with EU legislation;
“=-Ensuring the early.recognition of TSEs within the locat animal population;

- The rapid implementation of investigation protocols with all relevant restrictions on the movement of animals and animat
iprod ucts com;ng into-force until conflrmatory results are received.

“ e Descnption of the epldemiologlcal situation of the disease

TSE in bovine animals using one of the EU approved rapid tests commenced in March 2001.Ovines and caprines were included |
/in the testing regime-as from the year 2002. In that same year the National Veterinary Laboratory shifted from using the Enfer® kit
.to the BioRad TeSeE® kits since the former was not giving repeatable results. This shift explains a slight decrease in the tests
performed during that year. During the successive years, there has been a gradual increase in the number of emergency
islaughtered and fallen animals tested

.To date, since the TSE—Z monltorlng programme has been running, no positive samples were detected in bovine, ovine or caprine
species.

The VAFD Iaboratory has participated in four ring tests as follows:
* November 2002 organised by IRMM, Belgium,; BSE

‘= November 2004, organised. by VLA, Weybridge; BSE

-+ October 2005, organised by VLA —Weybridge; BSE

‘« November 2005, organised by VLA, Weybridge. Scrapie
* October 2006, organised by VLA — Weybridge; BSE

-+ November 20086, organised by VLA, Weybridge. Scrapie
.» October 2007, organised by VLA — Weybridge; BSE

i+ December 2007, organised by VLA, Weybridge. Scrapie
* October 2008, organised by VLA - Weybridge, BSE
“= November 2008, organised by VLA, Weybridge. Scrapie
;= January 2009, organised by VLA ~ Weybridge; BSE
ieJuly 2009, organised by VLA — Weybridge; BSE
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‘=« November, 2009, organised by VLA, Weybridge. Scrapie

‘In all the trials the National Vetermary Laboratory achieved very satlsfactory results.

4. Measures included in the. programme

_respons:ble for implementing the programme

Designation of the central authority charged with supervising and coordlnatmg the departments responSIble for |mptement|ng the
programme : R .

« The Agriculture and Fisheries Control Division is the:Competent authorlty based in Maita respons;ble for- Vetermary regulation,

administration, laboratory testing, sampling and collecting of datd in Malta.
« Ministry of Gozo (Veterinary Division): responsible for sampling in Gozo.

4.2 Description and delimitation of the geographlcal and adm:mstratwe areas in wh:ch the programrne is to
be applied S SR .

Description and delimitation of the geographical and administrative areas in Wthh the programme is to be lmplemented

» The surveillance programmes will apply to the lslands of Malta and Gozo (one region)
+ There is & lack of extensive grazing land avallabie . _

= Average farm size is 0.5 hectares,;
» Livestock is reared on farms having a higher stock:ng densnty than would apply fo an extenswe system. e,

4.3 System in place for the reglstratlon of hoeldings

Veterinary Services Act, section 7

Swine Keeping Regulations S.L. 36.28 section 3
Milking Animals Regutation S.L. 36.32 section 3
Poultry Breeding Stock Reguiation S.L. 36.40 section 3

All livestock holdings are registered with the Veterinary Regulation, Fisheries Conservation and Control. Milk producing herds are
allotted a unique herd number (churn number), while non milk producing herds are allotted-a unique premises number. All the
information pertinent to each farm is also kept on-the Natlonal Herd database. This system covers bovine, ov:ne and caprine

holdings.

4.4 System ih'"pléce for the identification of animafs

European Unicn Act, Chapter 460 of the laws of Malla, sectlon 3-4

Regulation {(EC) No 1760/2000 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17.July 2000 estabhshmg a system for the
identification and registration of bovine animals and regarding the labelling of beef and beef products and repealing Council
regulation (EC) No 820/97

Council Directive 92/102/EEC of 27 November 1992 on the identification and reglstration of anlmais (amended by OJ L 005
09.01.2004 p.8) .

Control of marking of animals regulation S.L. 36.17 sections 2-3 *

Undulant fever (prevention) regulation S.L. 36.04 section 4

All bovine, caprine and ovine animals are tagged and all the information is stored in the National Herd database. The transfer or ?,,
movement of animals from one holding to another can only be done with the authorisation of the competent authonty

4 5 Measures in place as regards the notification of the disease

Vetermary Services Act, Chapter 437 of the laws of Malta, sections 5 and 6
Prevention Control and Eradication of Certain TSE’s, L.N. 58/2004, regulation 11
Prevention of Disease Ordinance, Chapter 36 of the laws of Malta, section 88.

4.6 Monitoring
4.6.1 Monitoring in bovine animals

Description B T “INbr..

Animals referred to in Annex ili, Chapter A, Part |, point 2.1, 3 and 4 of Regulation (EC) No 999,’2001 of the European Parliament and of the 2 000

Council : i
4,500

EAn}mals referred to in Annex LI, Chapter A, Part |, point 2.2 of Regulation {EC) No-589/20CG1

Other please specify here
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4.6.2 Momtormg in ovme ammals

Description _ Nbr

Ovine animals referred to in Annex lll, Chapter A, Part H, point 2 of Regulaticr (EC) Na 939/2001 100
Cvine animals referred to in-Annex I, Chapter A, Part I, peint 3 of Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 100
Cvine animals referred to in Annex Ifl, Chapter A, Pari 11, point 5 of Regulation (EC) No 9958/2001 . 0
Ovine animals referred 10 in Annex VI, Chapter A, point 3.4{d) of Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 0
Ovine animals referrad to in-Annex VI, Chapler A, point 5(b)(ii) of Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 ]
Other please speclfy here 4]

46.3 Mon:tormg n caprme anlma}s

Description : ; . g Nbr

Caprine animals referred to in Annex Iil, Chapter A, Partil, point 2 of Regulation {EC) No 998/2001 100

Caprine animals referred to in Annex ill, Chapter A, Part 11, point 3 of Regulation (EC) No 989/2001 100

Caprine animals referred to-in Annex i, Chapter A, Part Il poini § of Regutation (EC) No 999/2001 0
| Caprine animais referred to in Annex HI, Chapter A, Part Ii, point 3.3(c) of Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 0

i Caprine animals referred to in Annex 111, ChapterA Part 1, point 5(b){ii) of Regulatlun {EC) No 993/2001 0
Other please spemfy here )

4.6.4. Dlscrlmmatory tests -
Description Nbr
Primary molecular testing referred to'in Annex X, Chapter C, point 3.2(c)(i ) of Regulation (EC) No 899/2001 0
: 9 ......
465 Genotyplng of posﬂ'”e and randomiy selected anlmals
escriptic B R : Nbr
Animats referred toin Annex'll].‘ Chapter-A, Part i, point 8.1 of Regulation (EC) No 959/2001
Ardmals referred to'In-Annex lit, Chapter A, Par_r it, point 8.2 of Regulazi_on (EC) No 999/2001
: b.::::.
4.7 Eradlcatlon ST
471 Measures _followmg conflrmatlon of aBSE.case .
4.7. 1 Lk Descrlptron e '
There have ot been any cases of BSE in the Maltese islands i
4.71.2 Summary table : :
Description. R Nbr
Animals to be kllled under the requlremems of Annex VIL, ChapterA pornt 2.1 of Reguiation (EC) 0
No 999/2001 _
: 0 S

4.7.2 Measures following confirmation of a scrapie case
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472 Measures fol!owmg conflrmatlon of a scrap!e case :

4.7.2.1 Descrlptlon

Veterinary Services Act, Chapter 437 of the laws of Malta, sections 5and 6 -
Prevention Control and Eradication of Certain TSE's, L.N. 58/2004, reguiation 11
Prevention of Disease Qrdinance, Chapter 36 of the laws of Malta, section 68.

47.2.2 Summary table

Nbr

Descripfion : s
Animals to be genciyped under the requirements of Annex VI! Chapter A, pomi 23 of| Reguiaﬂon (EC) - 0
Ne 589/2001 .

Animals to be killed under the requirements of Annex V11, Chapler A, point 2_.3 of Reguiation (EC) . S o 0

No 999/2001

4.7.3 Breeding programme for resustance to TSEs in sheep

4.7.3.1 General description
'Malta does not have a breeding programme for the Resistance of TSE in sheap

4.7.3.2 Summary table

Description
Ewes to be genotyped under the framework of a breeding programme referred 1o in Article 8a of Regulation (EC)

Rams 1o be genotyped under the framework of a breedmg programme referred to in Article 8a of Regulation (£C)

5. Costs

5.1 Detatled analysis of the costs

Bse testing will be carried out by the National Veterinary Laboratory Due to an ongoing eradication programme for Bovine
Leuckosis, it is for seen that the number of slaughtered catile will increase in 2011.

The test used will be the Bio Rad TESE ELISA kit which will be used for both boviné, ovine and caprine animals.

Sampling is carried out by Veterinary auxiliaries who are supervised by an official Veterinarian on the slaughter {ine. There is no
cost involved in sampling and transporting of samples to the Nat:onal Veterinary Laboratory due to its close prox;mlty to, the
slaughter house. :

It is estimated that a total of 6500 samples will be tested from bovine anlmais, while it is estimated that 200 samples ofovineand |

i

1200 samples irom caprines will be tested. _ o P

The estimated cost of each ELISA test is estimated at Euro 7.80

Bovine

Animals referred to in Annex Iil, Chapter A, Part |, point 2.1, 3 and 4 of Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 = 2000 samples@ Euro

7.80 = Euro15,600
‘Animals referred to in Annex Ill, Chapter A, Part |, point 2.2 of Regulation (EC) No 999/2001= 4500 samples@ Euro 7.80 =35,100

QOvine and Caprines

Ovine animaijs refarred to in Annex 11, Chapter A, Part ll, point 2 of Regutation {EC) No 999/2001=100 samples@ Euro 7.80 =

Eurc 780
Ovine animats referred to in Annex I, Chapter A, Part I, point 3 of Regulation (EC) No 999/2001= 100 samples@ Euro 7.80 =

Euro 780 ‘
Caprine animals referred to in Annex lll, Chapter A, Part If, point 2 of Regulation {EC) No 999/2001 =100 samples@ Euro 7.80 =

Euro 780
Caprine animals referred to in Annex Itl, Chapter A, Part I, point 3 of Regulation (EC) No $99/2001 =100 samples@ Euro 7.80 =

Eurg 780

Western Blot
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5.1 Detailed’ analy5|s of: the costs

A number of samples (ovine,caprine and bovine) will be tested using the western blot technique. These samples will consist
‘malnly of negative samples previously tested using the ELISA kit.

i The cost of this testing will amount to Euro 43.16 per test, 200 bovine, 100 ovine and 100 caprine are planned to be tested. The
itotal amount of this testing is estimated at Euro 17,264,

5.2 Summary of costs
R Unitary {Total Community
costin [amount |funding
EUR in EUR requested

Rapid tests . . , ELISA 6,500 |8 50,700  iyes

Number
of units

Costs re:!at_e'd_:tﬁ L Specification .~ -

Rapidtests : Western Blot 200 43 8,632 yes
Rapid tests- - |ELISA 400 8 3,120 yes
Rapid tests s Western Blot 200 43 8,632 yes
Primary.molecular tests Primary molecular tests 0 0 0 no

4.1 Determination of genotype of
_1animals in'the framework of the
{"“aonitoring and eradication measures  |{NA 0 0 0 ne
“ilaid down by Reguiation (EC) No

999/2001.

4.2 Determination of genotype of -
animals in the framework of.a breeding |NA 0 o 0 no
programme -

5.1 Compensation for bovine animals to
be killed /slaughtered-under the _
requirements - of Annex VI, Chapter A, |{NA 0 6] 0 no
point 2.1 of. Regulatron (EC) No
999/2001 = ~ :

52 Compensatlon-for-owne and
caprine animals to be killed

/slaughtered under the.requirements of |NA 0 0 0 no
Annex VI, Chapter A, point 2.3 of
Reguiation (EC) No
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