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Avian influenza in the Slovak Republic- summary –
state of play 12.02.2020

• 3 outbreaks in domestic poultry – non commercial
holdings

• one outbreak by captive birds- national SK ZOO
Bojnice



ADNS messages 2020/1,2020/2;2020/3



1. outbreak – backyard flock village Zbehy – Nitra district
– ADNS 2002/1

Confirmed 9.1.2020
Preliminary disinfection : 9.1.2020
3 of 22 birds in the flock died suddenly without previous visible
clinical signs; birds destroyed on the spot  

Measures lifted: 10.02.2020

Details presented at PAFF committee in January 2020



Measures lifted



After finishing the Paff committee the story continued..

By  Outbreak Nr. 2 in 2020 

small backyard flock - village Cífer (Trnava district, south-west part of
Slovakia)
Gallus gallus – laying hens, 4 of 19 birds in the flock died suddenly
without previous visible clinical signs;

Suspicion – on 16.1.2020, official samples taken (sent to the NRL for
AI – VI Zvolen)
Confirmation - on 17.1.2020 AIV; on 20.1.2020 subtype H5N8

Birds have been destroyed on the spot; preliminary cleanising and
disinfection – 18.01.2020

Measures for outbreak - protection and observation zones are
ordered in accordance with in Government Ordinance and 367/2007
(Section 9, Section 14 and Section 17; transposition of Directive
2005/94/



2-nd outbreak – backyard flock Cífer - Trnava district











Census of poutry- P zone/surveillance
zone-

outbreak Cífer 



Outbreak 2020/3 
small backyard flock - village Stará Bystrica
(Čadca district, north part of Slovakia),
Gallus gallus – 9 laying hens + 1 rooster

On 24.1.2020 owner observed mortality by 4 of 9 hens in
the flock without previous visible clinical signs; official vet
visited the holding and the samples have been taken (sent
to the NRL for AI – VI Zvolen),
Confirmation - on 27.1.2020 AIV; on 30.1.2020 subtype
H5N8.

Birds have been destroyed on 28.1.2020; preliminary
cleansing and disinfection – 28.1.2020.

Epidemiological investigation carried out, measures
ordered by DVFA Čadca in accordance with 2005/94/EC
and slovak legislation.





3. outbreak – backyard flock Stará Bystrica – Čadca 
district 10 km zone interferes into the polish territory



Outbreak- captive birds

National ZOO Bojnice -Prievidza district, 
central part of Slovakia

On 22.1.2020 the mortality of 3 birds observed; 
1 duck Silver teal – Spatula versicolor, 
2 Eurasian spoonbills – Platalea leucorodia
in the flock died suddenly without previous visible clinical
signs. 

Suspicion – on 22.1.2020, official samples taken (sent to 
the NRL for AI – VI Zvolen)

Confirmation - on 24.1.2020 AIV, on 28.1.2020 subtype
H5N8
Subseqently additional 4 samples tested positive ( from
the same group) 



Outbreak - captive birds

Total number of died water birds to 26.1.2020 – 9 ducks;
Silver teal 3, Eurasian spoonbill 4, Carolina duck 1,
Berniers teal 1.

Preliminary cleansing and disinfection – 20.1.2020

Epidemiological investigation carried out, the most
probably introduction of virus into the ZOO via WB (contact
of wild birds with captive wild birds – ponds in ZOO,
streams around ZOO and castle Bojnice in the nearest
surroundings.



Outbreak- captive birds
1. measures ordered
2. outdoor keeping of birds immediately prohibited
3. birds divided in several groups

• mortality (clinical signs) observed in one group -
situated in so called "wintering keeping facility". In that
group all water birds - euthanasia already done by all
outstanding 41 birds in the section.

The census of birds in ZOO – 158 species of birds, 493 
pieces kept.

All relevant measures ordered by DVFA Prievidza in 
accordance with 2005/94/EC and Slovak legislation, incl. 
biosecurity measures to stop possible spreading of 
disease to further sections.  



Silver teal – Spatula versicolor



Eurasian spoonbill - Platalea leucorodia



Knobb –billed duck - Sarkidiornis melanotos



Cattle egret- Bubulcus ibis



ZOO is closed



– ZOO Bojnice Prievidza district















Measures adopted in ZOO 

1. immediate killing of all birds with clinical signs of disease.
2. safe disposal of carcasses by rendering plant.
3. preliminary cleaning and disinfection of the premises
4. Ensuring the biosecurity of captive birds by housing captive birds in such a 
way as to prevent direct and indirect contact with other captive birds, contact with 
wild birds, to ensure personal hygiene, feed only with drinking water
5. Ensuring the keeping of captive birds in confined( close) spaces.
6. Daily immediate notification to the DVFAof any symptoms of avian influenza in 
captive birds according to established criteria
7. Use of personal protective equipment 
8. Do not supply birds with water from surface water reservoirs accessible to wild 
birds.
9. Use of effective disinfectants (disinfectant mats) at the entrances and exits of 
each separate breeding area (object, building) in which susceptible animals -
birds are kept and also at the entrance to the premises (both for persons and 
vehicles).
10. To ensure the collection of dead wild birds throughout the Bojnice Zoo and 
immediately report any findings of dead wild birds to the DVFA.
11. Disposal of equipment, materials that are or may be contaminated with AI 
virus and that cannot be effectively cleaned, disinfected or treated.



Avian influenza surveillance plan for poultry
and wild birds for 2020

implemendted in compliance with the requirements of 
Commission Decision 2010/367/EU.

The surveillance is based on representative sampling:
Poultry – active survey – serology H5/H7
Wild birds – passive survey – PCR

In 2020 (1.1.-5.2.2020)  
330 blood samples investigated for H5/H7 in commercial
hodlings – all negative
62 wild birds /dead/ investigated - all negative
6 captive birds /dead/ investigated – positive HPAI 
subtype H5N8



On line Datbase – wild birds investigations



Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2018/1136 on risk mitigation 
and reinforced biosecurity measures and early detection systems in 

relation to the risks posed by wild birds for the transmission of highly 
pathogenic avian influenza viruses to poultry

Application in Slovakia 
Article 3 
Identification of high risk areas for the introduction and spread of HPAI viruses
- Risk factors for the introduction of HPAI into holdings (identification the

areas of Slovakia teritory as routes and resting places for migratory wild
birds; their proximity to wet areas, pound, swamps, lakes, rivers or the sea
as spot-over places for migratory birds, particular Anseriformes and
Charadriiformes; geografical location in areas with high density of migratory
water birds; poultry kept in open-air holdings; current and past detection of
HPAI viruses in poultry, other captive birds and wild birds

- See map !



Slovakia - poultry, wild birds, migratory routes



Member States shall ensure that stakeholders active in the poultry sector, 
including small-size holdings are informed by the most appropriate means about 
the delineation of the high risk areas identified in accordance with paragraph 1.

SVFA
• regularly informs the relevant DVFAs about the disease

situation in relation to the occurrence of high pathogenic
AI,

• draws attention to the obligation to inform poultry farmers
in commercial holdings as well as the owners of poultry
kept as „backyard holdings“ via municipalities.

• Special veterinary emergency measures ordered by
Chief Veterinary Officer oh The Slovak Republic
regarding HPAI are published on the website:

https://www.svps.sk/zvierata/mno_4373_05.asp

https://www.svps.sk/zvierata/mno_4373_05.asp


Member States shall keep the extent of the delineation of 
the high risk areas under constant review

• SVFA is in constant contact with the Slovak
ornitological society

• For the time being no changes introduced – the areas
defined in the previous period are still valid



I is performed via “avian influenza survey plan for poultry and wild birds“

In 2019  
2.235 blood samples investigated for H5/H7 – all negative

45 wild birds /dead/ investigated - susceptible species -all negative

Detection of HPAI
2006 – poultry 0, other captive birds 0, 2 wild birds HPAI subtype H5N1;
2016 – 2017 – 9 backyard, 2 other captive birds, 87 wild birds (58 places),
HPAI subtype H5N8;
2018 -19 – poultry 0, other captive birds 0, 1 wild bird, HPAI subtype H5N6;
2020 – 3 backyard, other captive birds 6 - ZOO Bojnice, 0 wild birds, HPAI
subtype H5N8

Member States shall continuously monitor the specific
epidemiological situation on their territory, taking also into
account the threats posed by the detection of HPAI in poultry,
other captive birds and wild birds in other Member States and
nearby third countries,



AWARENESS RAISING

 regulary udate of the information on the website
 special document created and distriuted – main

messages regarding AI
 pandemic commission meetings- participants – CVO,

human doctors ( representatives of Ministry of health, ),
biologist, ornitologists – to asses the situation and
preparedness

 the role of DVFAs – special letters sent to DVFA with
the aim to distribute the information to major of
cities/villages with key elements how to mitigate risk of
AI spread as well as what to do by finding of dead WB,
higher mortality by domestic poultry, respectively





AND FINALLY- III. COUNTRIES
REACTION/COMMUNICATION



THANK YOU FOR YOUR
ATTENTION
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