
Member States seeking a financial contribution from the European Union for national 
programmes of eradication, control and surveillance shall submit online this application 
completely filled out. 
  
In case of difficulty, please contact SANTE-VET-PROG@ec.europa.eu, describe the issue 
and mention the version of this document:

Submission Number

1439465595009-6293

Submission Date

Thursday, August 13, 2015 13:33:16

2015 1.03

Your current version of Acrobat is: 11.015

Instructions to complete the form: 

1) You need to have at least the Adobe Reader version 8.1.3 or higher to fill and submit 
this form. 

2) To verify your data entry while filling your form, you can use the “verify form” button at 
the top of each page. 

3) When you have finished filling the form, verify that your internet connection is active, 
save a copy on your computer and then click on the “submit notification” button below. 
If the form is properly filled, the notification will be submitted to the EU server and a 
submission number will appear in the corresponding field. 
If you don't succeed to submit your programme following this procedure, check with your 
IT service that the security settings of your computer are compatible with this online 
submission procedure. 

4) All programmes submitted online are kept in a central database. However only the 
information in the last submission is used when processing the data. 

5) IMPORTANT: Once you have received the submission number, save the form on your 
computer for your records. 

6) If the form is not properly filled in, an alert box will appear indicating the number of 
incorrect fields. Please check your form again, complete it and re-submit it according to 
steps 3). Should you still have difficulties, please contact SANTE-VET-PROG@ec.europa.
eu. 

7) For simplification purposes you are invited to submit multi-annual programmes. 
8) As mentioned during the Plenary Task Force of 28/2/2014, you are invited to submit your 

programmes in English.

Annex IV : Programme for the surveillance of Avian Influenza in 
poultry and wild birds submitted for obtaining EU cofinancing
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : BELGIQUE-BELGIE

Disease avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

This program is multi annual :  no

Request of  Union co-financing 
from beginning of :   

2016
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

1.1  Contact

Name : Marjorie PIRET

Phone : +32 2 2118275

Your job type within the  CA : expert

Email : marjorie.piret@afsca.be

2. Description and implementation of the surveillance programme in 
poultry

2.1.1  Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and  
coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the 
programme

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The central authority responsible for the implementation of the monitoring program for avian influenza 
is the Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain (FASFC), and more specifically its crisis prevention 
and management unit and its directorate general for control.

2.1.2  System in place for the registration of holdings 
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Farms keeping more than 200 poultry at any given moment of the year must all register in the national 
electronic database (SANITEL). This registration is performed by either DGZ or ARSIA, the 2 regional 
associations for identification and registration of animals and holdings in Belgium. SANITEL is the official 
central identification and registration database for farms and animals in Belgium. It comprises 
information regarding the major farmed species: cattle, small ruminants, deer, pigs, poultry and ratites. 
Sanitel is supervised by the FASFC and exploited/managed both by the FAFSC and the regional 
laboratories DGZ and ARSIA. 
 
Each year, all registered farms have to complete a questionnaire in which they specify what species they 
keep, what capacity they have for each species, what type of housing is used and what arrangements in 
terms of biosecurity are put into place. This questionnaire is used to update the data in Sanitel and is also 
used as a basis for determining the sampling objectives of the AI surveillance programme in poultry. 
 
The tables in this document thus reflect the data registered in Sanitel at the end of March 2015 and the 
figures provided in the questionnaires received at the end of 2014 and the beginning of 2015. These 
data and figures will most likely have changed by 2016 when the AI surveillance programme will 
effectively be launched: 
- currently registered holdings will not necessarily still be active in 2016, 
- new holdings might have registered in the meantime, 
- the species currently present in a registered holding may no longer be the same in 2016.

2.1.3  Design (risk based surveillance or surveillance based on 
representative sampling taking into account criteria in Annex I of 
Commission Decision 2010/367/EC)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Since 2010, the FASFC has opted for a risk-based surveillance to determine the sampling objectives of 
the annual AI programme. This risk analysis was conducted by the Belgian animal health reference 
centre VAR (Veterinary and Agrochemical Research Centre, CODA-CERVA), more particularly by its AI 
reference laboratory and its epidemiological unit. 
 
The type of analysis used is a "scenario tree" as described by Martin et al. (Martin P.A., Cameron A.R., 
Greiner M., 2007; Demonstrating freedom from disease using multiple complex data sources, 1. a new 
methodology based on scenario trees; Prev. Vet. Med. 79, 71-97).

2.1.3.1 Short description of  predominant poultry population and types of 
poultry production
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The Belgian poultry population is very diverse. Nevertheless, the main species kept is chicken, consisting 
in breeding hens (both for broilers and laying hens, about 4 millions birds), laying hens (about 13 
millions birds) and broilers (about 28.5 millions birds). 
Other species are much more marginal and comprise: 
- geese (mainly breeding animals), about 4,000 birds; 
- ducks (mainly fattening animals), about 72,000 birds; 
- turkeys (mainly fattening animals), about 204,000 birds; 
- pigeons (mainly fattening animals), about 6,000 birds; 
- partridges (mainly fattening animals), about 102,000 birds; 
- guinea fowl (mainly fattening animals), about 15,000 birds; 
- pheasants (mainly fattening animals), about 185,000 birds; 
- ratites (mainly fattening animals), about 2,000 birds. 
 
The majority of poultry is kept indoors. Only about 15% of the holdings keep animals outdoors.

2.1.3.2 Criteria and risk factors for risk based surveillance(1)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The following main criteria were taken into account in the risk analysis: 
- The density of poultry and poultry holdings and the distance between farms have been used to divide 
the country into 5 regions. The provinces of East Flanders, West Flanders and Antwerp are each 
considered as separate regions because of the high density observed. The others 7 provinces have been 
divided into two lower risk regions. A map showing the 5 regions is attached. 
- Rearing in open-air is considered as a high risk factor since it allows contact with wild birds. 
- Farms localised in so-called high risk areas are considered to be at higher risk. These high risk areas are 
lakes, ponds, rivers, canals and other water surfaces that are frequented by wild waterfowl and migratory 
birds (see also point 3.1.2). The high risk areas are listed and mapped on the FASFC website (http://www.
favv.be/ai-ia/ai-city/zones_fr.asp). 
- Holdings keeping ducks, geese or turkeys are considered to be at higher risk, ducks and geese because 
of their role as natural reservoir for AI and turkeys because of their higher sensitivity to AI.

(1) Including maps showing target sampling sites identified as being particularly at risk for the introduction of avian 
influenza virus, taking into account criteria set out in point 4 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EC.

2.2 Target populations  (2)
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The various species of poultry included in the AI surveillane programme are split up into 4 sampling 
categories with decreasing risk:  
- category 1: ducks and geese, 
- category 2: turkeys, 
- category 3: breeding hens and laying hens, 
- category 4: fattening pigeons, pheasants, partridges and guinea fowl. 
 
Broilers are excluded from this program because of their short life cycle (max. 7 weeks of age).

(2) including MS specific exceptional circumstances as described in Annex I point 3 of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU) 
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