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Aim of the presentation  

• State of play -  ASF in Slovakia – an overview and actions taken  

• Surveillance data 

• Measures adopted   

• Challenges/futher actions ( taking into account the discussions with 
(also) EC experts)  
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ASF in Slovakia – state of play  

• Day „D“ in Slovakia has started on 24.7.2019 

• First confirmed results of laboratory investigations on 24.7.2019, ADNS message 
sent on 25.7.2019  

• ASF in Slovakia first confirmed in domestic pigs  

• ASF in wild boar confirmed 8.8.2019 

• All cases/positive results within an area close to the SK/HU border 

• Spread of disease: natural – from infected territories in Hungary – probably via 
wild boar ( epidemiological investigation is ongoing)  

• Restricted zone established (CID concerning certain protective measures related 
to ASF in Slovakia adopted by the EC)  

 



ASF in Slovakia – state of play 23.9.2019  
( red – DP, blue – WB)  



Day D in Slovakia – ASF confirmed on 24.7.2019  



First case  

 Backyard holding 

 450 metres from SK/HU border 

 4 pigs in the holding, a positive pig – clinical signs, fever , skin lesions  

 Measures adopted in accordance with CD 2002/60 / EC ( in all cases) , protection and 

surveillance zone 3 km,/10 km established  



• The experts have evaluated the situation and decided next steps in that 
matter.  

• Additional measures recommended/ordered incl. ban of pig breeding in 
the village.  

• The epidemiological investigation in a positive holding provided, the way of 
introduction of virus into the holding unknown.  

• The census of pig farms done, all pigs farm determined as a contact farms 
and all pigs in the village destroyed (slaughtered) and safely rendered on 
30/7/2019. 

•  From destroyed pigs (farms) blood samples have been taken – all negative  

First case- day after   





 

• Further cases confirmed in the surroundings area ( map) 

• Till 8.8.2019 no positive WB confirmed in that area  

• In cooperation with the EC- restriced zone established  

• All further cases located within restricted area  

• Always backyard holdings ... Fomites.... BIOSECURITY LEVEL  ! 

• Measures 2002/60/EC 

• No commercial farms in that area  

However ....  



Restricted area established  



Measures in the villages with confirmed cases  
Killing  ( slaughtering) of ALL pigs in all holdings , preliminary 
disinfection of premises  









Said owner- second outbreak  confirmed- 
only 1 single pig hold...  



Domestic pigs – additional measures 

• „Crisis action taken“-  domestic slaughtering provided by the pig owners  
( they were frightened )  and investigation of meat undergone ( only in the 
villages with ASF)- only for slaughter already done in the previous period befor 
confirming positive case  

• ban of  breeding of pigs in villages where positive cases  have been confirmed  

• all other domestic slaughter activities in  Trebišov district-  organs samples taken 
– following ASF diagnostics manual  

• reporting obligations of all dead and sick pigs as well as  domestic pigs 
slaughtered  to the locals authorities  

• checking compliance with the measures restricting the movement of animals 
from the surveillance zone and ask for cooperation Slovak police-  for road patrols 
at the border zones and at the border inspection posts with Hungary to control 
movement  of live animals 



• Shot, changed behaviour  

First positive WB  



ASF buffer zones – before ASF confirmed  

Demarcation around 20-30km from the border 
with neighboring countries with confirmed cases 
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Monitoring of ASF in wild 
boars  

• all perished wild boars on the whole territory; 

• all sick and suspicious wild boars on the whole 
territory; 

• all hunted wild boars in the ASF buffer zones 

 



Measures after positive WB – art. 15 
2002/60/EC 

Article 15 

• Measures in cases where African swine fever is suspected or confirmed in feral pigs 

• 1. Immediately after the competent authority of a Member State has information that feral pigs are suspected of being infected, it 
shall take all appropriate measures to confirm or rule out the presence of the disease, by giving information to the owners of pigs 
and to hunters, and by investigations of all feral pigs shot or found dead, including laboratory testing. ( meetings with hunters, 
major of villages, information sharing ...) 

• 2. As soon as confirmation of a primary case of African swine fever in feral pigs has taken place, in order to reduce the spread of 
disease, the competent authority of a Member State shall immediately: 

• (a) establish an expert group including veterinarians, hunters, wild life biologists and epidemiologists. The expert group shall assist 
the competent authority in: ( done) 

• - studying the epidemiological situation and defining an infected area in accordance with Article 16(3)(b), ( established  CID 
1373/2019) 

• - establishing appropriate measures to be applied in the infected area in addition to the ones referred to in points (b) and (c); these 
measures may include suspension of hunting and a ban on feeding feral pigs ( measures adopted /ordered)  

• - drawing up the eradication plan to be submitted to the Commission in accordance with Article 16, ( will be done till end of 
October  2019) 

• -carrying out checks to verify the effectiveness of the measures adopted to eradicate African swine fever from the infected area; 

• (b) place under official surveillance pig holdings in the defined infected area, and shall in particular order that: 

 



Measures atr. 15. 2002/60/EC  
• an official census be carried out of all categories of pigs on all holdings; the census shall be kept up to date by the owner. The information in the 

census shall be produced on request and may be checked at each inspection. However, as regards open-air pig holdings, the first census carried out 
may be done on the basis of an estimate,( obligation  to register all pig holding, still encourage the owners to be registered , no open air holdings 
!!!) 

• - all pigs on the holding be kept in their living quarters or some other place where they can be isolated from feral pigs. Feral pigs must not have access 
to any material which may subsequently come in contact with the pigs on the holding, ( ordered – ASF in domestic pigs )  

• - no pigs enter or leave the holding, except where authorised by the competent authority having regard to the epidemiological situation( ordered) 

• - appropriate means of disinfection and if necessary disinsectisation be used at the entrance and exits of buildings housing pigs and of the holding 
itself ( biosecurity plans for commercial farms in accordance with strategical doc.EU for ASF) 

• - appropriate hygiene measures be applied by all persons coming into contact with feral pigs, to reduce the risk of African swine fever virus spreading, 
( ordered to hunters via  measures)  

• - all dead or diseased pigs with African swine fever symptoms on a holding be tested for the presence of African swine fever, ( in place) 

• - no part of any feral pig, whether shot or found dead, nor any material or equipment which could be contaminated with African swine fever virus, 
shall be brought into a pig holding, ( ordered) 

• - pigs, their semen, embryos or ova shall not be moved from the infected area for intra-Community trade; ( movement restrictions in place) 

• (c) arrange that all feral pigs shot or found dead in the defined infected area are inspected by an official veterinarian and examined for African swine 
fever in accordance with the diagnostic manual. Carcases of all animals found positive shall be processed under official supervision. Where such 
testing proves negative as regards African swine fever, Member States shall apply the measures laid down in Article 11(2) of Council Directive 
92/45/EEC of 16 June 1992 on public health and animal health problems relating to the killing of wild game and the placing on the market of wild-
game meat(11). Parts not intended for human consumption shall be processed under official supervision; ( in place) 

 



CID 2019/1373 



Measures adopted 

• Part III- hunting grounds –  2 types – 
hunting ban / ban allowed  

• Part I – for domestic pigs , for 
farmed game establishments, for 
hunting grounds  



Hunting management  



Laboratory Investigations of ASF – WB  
in Slovakia (2012-2018) 



ASF testing  – domestic pigs -2019 







WB – hunted and investigated – SK – 2019  

























Movements restrictions  

Ordered in acordance with 2014/709/EC  

1. Process of designation of 
slaughterhouses for pigs originated 
from part III area - ( whole procedure) 
– in progress;   

2. Movement restrictions in place and 
ordered by Chief Veterinary Officer  

3. Placing on the market for WB 
originated from part I- no derogation 
from the prohibition yet  

 

 



Dead WB 
(GPS 
code + 
database 
SVFA) 

PROCEDURES – DEAD WB- SELECTED HG  

Identification
- hunters 
plomb 

Bag – 
transport of 
carcass 

Container - 
volume 1100l 
(RVPS)- for 
temporary 
storage before 
transporting to 
rendering plant  
 

Rendering 
plant 

Info – results of lab. investigations – 
SVFA, DVFA; reimbursement of costs  

Important data : 
1. source- hunting ground 
2. plomb number 
3. Sampling – rendering 
plant/place of finding( 
designated- sample sent to 
SVI Zvolen ) – still possible 
4. reason:  ASF 

DISINFECTI
ON OF 
PLACE OF 
FINDING/ST
ORAGE 
EQUIPMEN
T  
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Benefits for hunters -2019  

• 10 € to the user of the hunting ground - for sampling 
and delivering samples (hunted wild boars in the 
buffer zones) 

• 40 € to the user of the hunting ground - for sampling 
and delivering samples (perished wild boars on the 
whole territory) 

• 50 € in the selected HGs – to promote active searching 
dead WB ( in the HG where hunting is prohibited) 

• 30 € to the user of the hunting ground - for selective 
hunting of female wild boars (hunted wild boars on 
the whole territory) 



Preventive measures/hunting management – 
wild boar  - in place   

• Baiting of wild boars with limited food only for the purpose of hunting- 
controls of feed ban – ordered by SVFA and checked by DVFA- at least once 
per year in buffer zones- other part at least 20 % of hunting grounds ( 
selection – localisation, density of WB population, area of hunting grounds) 

• Targeted hunting is encouraged in order to target adult and sub-adult 
females- WHOLE YEAR hunting possiblities!- cofinanced by EC (see benefits 
for hunters) 

• Sustainable feeding – forbideen- on one hunting place max 5 kg/per day of 
feed can be presented  

• Safe disposal of carcasses  

• Measures for safe store of wild boar in refrigerating box or at other place 
registered by the DVFA  until the results of the laboratory test are available- 
the process is ongoing ( valid only for HR where hunting is allowed)  



Distribution of boxes for hunters- CVO checks  



Further actions /challenges I.  

• Registration of backyard holdings:  

 

• increasing - Nr. of farms observed 

• practical vets will be involved directly into the public awareness campaigns 
( tasks foreseen be a part of agreement concerning veterinary activities 
performed  via state veterinary actions by privat vets);  

• RVFAs are involved  in such process – the meetings will major of villages 
will take place in order to explain them the necessity of registration and to 
help by registering of citizens keeping pigs  

• RVFAs are mobilised by helping the owners to be registered  



Farms SK 
  



Further actions /challenges II.   
• Active /passive surveillance – system in place for a long term  

• Within passive surveillance- active searching of carcasses ordered via 
extraordinary measures 

• Tasks for hunters- 2 meetings in September 2019 organised with representatives 
of hunting grounds in district Trebišov to explain them how to provide such task 

• An agreement with Minister of defence- use of soldiers in searching possible ( by 
starting in the following days)  

• Monitoring of visits of HG in a weekly basis via DVFA  

• Natural area – close to river /floating area /fields 

• In the fields – farmers cooperate with hunters – neither reports from  they have 
seen WB „ running out“ the field nor observations of found dead WB  

  



On line database – all perished WB   



Searching and results  



Further actions III. 

 

• Guidelines regarding procedures- sent to 
RVFAs covers  several aspect ASF threat 
and measures adopoted  

• Biosecurity - foreseen to be implemented  

1. Infected area- holdings – Commercial:  
twice per year  in 4 - month interval, 
backyard – once per year each  

2. Part I+ buffer zone – both type of 
holdings – once per year  

 



Feasibility of further measures 

 Fences  (electric, smell, mechanics )- under consideration – 

to determine the best place of installation-  place to stop 

spreading – it must be decided in a very short period of time 

 Rapid decreasing  of od WB density – whole territory  

 Public awareness  mushrooms harvesting, touristic etc… 

entrance into the forest/HGs … 

 System of baiting  with the aim to help with hunting and 

decreasing of density WB  



Hunting data – 2018-2019 source: Hunters database  



SK zoning (subject to change  for 2020) 



Conclusions 

 

• 11 outbreaks ( backyards) and 13 positive WB confirmed ( till 23.9.2019) 

• Still localised in the area south/east next to HU border  

• Measures in accordance with EC/SK legislation adopted  

• The movements restrictions in accordance with 2014/178/EC applied 

• Eradication programme- to be sent to the EC by the end of October- will 
be followed by guidelines  

• For stopping of further spreading of disease - also the recommendations 
described in strategic EC ASF approach /EU VET mission MUST /will be 
applied 





ASF – slovak media interest....  



Thank you for your attention  


