
Aethina tumida (Small Hive Beetle) 
outbreaks in southern Italy  

National Reference Laboratory for beekeeping 

 
 Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale delle Venezie 

Viale dell’Università, 10 
35020 Legnaro (PD) 

E-mail: fmutinelli@izsvenezie.it 

 

Brussels, 12 November 2014 
PAFF Standing Committee 



Life cycle: 27-79 days 



Calabria region 

2 zones defined: 
  
Protection - 20 km radius 
 
Surveillance - 100 km radius 

5/09/2014: 
 
First identification of both 
larvae and adults 
 
Locality: Sovereto 
Municipality: Gioia Tauro 
Province: Reggio Calabria 



Aethina tumida outbreaks as of 10 November 2014 



Aethina tumida outbreaks as of 10 November 2014 



Aethina tumida outbreaks as of 10 November 2014 - Calabria region 

Protection zone 20 km 



Measures adopted in Sicily following the outbreak in Calabria 
region 

• visit of all apiaries selected on the basis of risk analysis (migration from infested 
areas of Calabria of honeybees) 

• Colonies of traced apiaries were checked  according to 2% expected prevalence 

• destruction in case of infested apiaries 

• if negative, traps should be applied 

• traceability of commercial and migratory movement in and out of the zone 

 



Aethina tumida outbreaks as of 10 November 2014 – Sicily region 

Protection zone 20 km 

7 November 2014: 
 
First report of Aethina 
tumida in Sicily – 1 adult in 
one beehive 
 
Municipality: Melilli 
Province: Siracusa 
 
Migratory apiary 
composed of 56 beehives, 
in the area of Gioia Tauro 
(RC) from April to August 
2014  



Surveillance zone 100 km 

Aethina tumida outbreaks as of 10 November2014 



Aethina tumida – Ministry of Health orders adopted 

 

0018842-P-12/09/2014: first detection in Calabria 

0019258-19/09/2014-DGSAF-COD_UO-P: second outbreak, EU RL confirmation 

0020069-01/10/2014-DGSAF-COD_UO-P: surveillance in not infested regions 

0020298-03/10/2014-DGSAF-COD_UO-P: update on outbreaks 

0023341-P-07/11/2014-DGSAF: first detection in Sicily  

 

 

Information available at: 

http://www.izsvenezie.it/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1731
&Itemid=893 



Measures adopted in Sicily 

• Immediate notification of Aethina tumida 

• Destruction of infested apiary (Melilli - SR)  

• Restriction of any movement related to honey bee colonies (OUT) from Sicily region 

• Epidemiological investigation from the first case 

• In the area where the first case was confirmed the following measures are applied: 

In 10 km protection zone:  

• Census  and seizure of apiaries and colonies 

• visit of apiaries (with 5% prevalence - 95% confidence) 

• Each apiary shall undergo to clinical examination of the colonies according to 2% expected 
prevalence 95% confidence) 

• if negative, traps should be applied 

• traceability of commercial and migratory movement in and out of the zone 



Measures in preparation by the Authority 

• A Decree is in preparation to define a national surveillance programme for 
Aethina tumida: 

 

• visit of apiaries selected on the basis of risk analysis (migration in infested areas, 
honeybees or materials exchanges)  

• visit of the colonies according to 2% expected prevalence 

• destruction of infested apiaries 

• if negative, traps should be applied 

• traceability of commercial and migratory movement IN and OUT of the zone 

• compensation for destroyed apiaries 



Thank you for your attention 

@IZSVe 


