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General information by Member States.
Information from Member States on foot and mouth disease.

Hungary and Germany provided an update on their national epidemiological situation
for foot and mouth disease situation and the measures taken. Slovakia also presented
the measures taken based on the outbreak which occurred in Hungary. The Committee
reviewed the situation and considered the risks for the Union and well as the risk
mitigating measures in place.

Information from Member States on Newcastle disease.

Poland has updated the Committee on the situation with Newcastle disease (ND) that
started to be confirmed since September 2024 in establishments keeping broilers in the
North-West part of the country. Since then, the disease has significantly spread, with
48 outbreaks confirmed in eight voivodeships. There is no clear conclusion from the
competent authority of the causes of such spread. Vaccination against Newcastle
disease is voluntary in Poland and obligatory only in the affected area, if decided by the
local competent authority but there is no clear guidance on the vaccination
implementation and monitoring of its effectiveness.

The Commission highlighted the unprecedented situation with ND in a Member State
and underlined that without a clear plan provided by the Polish competent authority on
the actions to be taken aiming to contain the spread and eradicate the disease in kept
birds, it will have to act in accordance with Article 259(b) of the Animal Health law
and to adopt Commission emergency measures for ND in Poland.

Interim measures in response to the first occurrence of PPR in Romania.
Romania gave a presentation on the current PPR situation in their country.

Information from Member States on African swine fever.

Germany, Italy and Poland presented the epidemiological situation in their territories.
In accordance with article 56(5) of Implementing Regulation (EU) 2023/594, Germany
and Romania presented their National Action Plans and the results of surveillance in
wild boar in 2024.
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State of play of the situation on bluetongue measures.

The Commission had requested feedback in January 2025 from Member States on the
implementation of the BTV and EHD rules. The Commission presented a summary of
the comments received from Member States and provided remarks and, for certain
issues, the Commission’s preferred options. As regards BTV, the Commission’s
preferred option with more impact, and in line with what most Member States
supported, is the re-categorisation of BTV as category D disease, also to simplify EU
policy on this area. All other options and remarks concerning eradication programmes,
movements, germinal products and vaccination depend on this potential
recategorization. As regards EHD, the Commission’s preferred option is to maintain
EHD as a category D disease, thereby also to align policy approach for the two similar
diseases. That is, again, as most Member States wished. Several Member States
commented, mainly in line with their previous written comments, leading to no new
information concerning the substance but all requested longer deadline to reply. Finally,
the Commission prolonged the deadline and requested final comments or positions
from Member States on the Commission”s preferred options and remarks by 17 April
2025.

Information from Member States on highly pathogenic avian influenza.

Belgium, Bulgaria, Germany, Hungary, Poland and Sweden presented the situation
with HPAI, and the measures taken to control and eradicate the disease. While the
outbreaks in majority of those Member States are sporadic and linked with the direct or
indirect contact with wild birds, in certain areas in Poland and Hungary, where high
density of poultry are kept, the virus is spread laterally between establishments.

The Commission urged Member States to reflect on the appropriate structural changes
that need to be done for the poultry sector in those areas to reduce the risk of spread of
HPAI and on the appropriate preventive measures available to prevent infection of
poultry with HPAI virus.

Report on the EUVET mission to Lithuania on highly pathogenic avian influenza.

Support from EUVET has been requested by Lithuania following confirmation of HPAI
at beginning of February 2025 in an establishment where more than 200000 laying hens
were kept. The EUVET mission took place on 6-7 February 2025 and recommended on
certain aspects for the preventive measures and preparedness to respond to an outbreak
of HPAL.

Report on the EUVET mission to Poland on Newcastle Disease.

Following the request from the Polish competent authority, an EUVET mission on
Newcastle Disease took place in Poland on 11-13 February 2025 to provide on the spot
assistance on the aspects required for the development and refinement of the strategy
for the prevention and control of Newcastle disease, including vaccination. Certain
recommendations were provided by the EUVET experts, related to risk mitigation
measures to be taken to prevent introduction and spread of ND virus into poultry
establishments, appropriate implementation of the movement restrictions as required
by the AHL legislation once an outbreak has been confirmed, improving surveillance
and rules and guidelines regarding vaccination and monitoring of post vaccination
protection.
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Information from the Commission on EU animal health rules related to infectious
bovine rhinotracheitis (IBR).

The Commission made a topical summary on the evolution and main elements of the
current IBR rules to assist implementation by the Member States, also considering the
international standards of the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). It was
done to explore if the Member States have any problems to implement those rules. For
the time being the Commission considered that the current EU rules have been created
after due discussions and agreement by experts and are fit for use. All who spoke
welcomed the initiative. One MS indicated that it will send technical comments, another
wished to widen such discussions to other diseases too (e.g., Aujeszky disease), a third
indicated possible technical comments on testing from bulk milk and a fourth shared
some experience from the last phase of its eradication programme. The Commission
confirmed that it remains open to receive technical comments from any Member State
who wishes to send such. After evaluation of those comments, the Commission may
come back to this forum or seek other ways to help those who need assistance.

One health surveillance: year one (2024) surveillance data.

The Commission gave a short presentation on EU4Health actions: CP-g-22-04.01 -
Direct grants to Member States’ authorities: setting up a coordinated surveillance
system under the One Health approach for cross-border pathogens that threaten the
Union.

Avian influenza preparedness: next steps.

The Commission presented the draft guidance document on avian influenza
preparedness, outlining potential prevention, preparedness and response actions and
made an overview of already ongoing or undertaken actions. The Committee welcomed
the initiative. The Commission intention is to make this document, once finalized,
available to the Member States.

Information from Member States on sheep pox and goat pox.

Bulgaria presented an update of their sheep pox and goat pox situation. Since
September 2024 there have been 15 outbreaks in total, in the regions of Yambol (1),
Stara Zagora (1), Haskovo (6), Kardzhali (1) and Sliven (6). Last outbreak was recorded
in Sliven (late January 2025), with no new outbreaks ever since. If no new outbreaks
occur all measures are expected to be lifted by 3 April 2025.

Information from Member States on peste des petits ruminants.

Bulgaria presented an update of the situation regarding the PPR outbreak recorded in
Pazardzhik region, in November 2024. Despite the laboratory confirmation of the
disease and the recommendations of EUVET mission, in December 2024
implementation of stamping out is still on hold (appeal to the court of the measures
imposed and strong negative public reaction). Zoning (protection zone and surveillance
zone, surrounded by a further restricted zone, with no exit of small ruminants allowed
to the rest of the territory of Bulgaria).

In Hungary, since January 2025, there have been three outbreaks of PPR, one primary,
detected in animals shipped from Romania and two secondary ones, all in Zala county.
Surveillance in the protection zone, the surveillance zone and the further restricted zone
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was conducted with negative results (no new outbreaks since late January 2025). In the
absence of new outbreaks all measures should be lifted by 1 April 2025.

Romania presented the PPR situation in their territory following recurrence of the
disease (one outbreak in Bihor County, north-west part of the country). Suspicion arose
in an assembly centre in Bihor County and disease was confirmed on 5 March 2025,
followed by stamping out (652 animals killed and destroyed). Protection, surveillance
and further restricted zones are currently in place around the outbreak, with no exit of
animals allowed. Intra EU trade of small ruminants originated from the entire territory
of Romania is suspended too. An EUVET mission was carried out following this
incident.

Report from the EU Reference Laboratory for peste des petits ruminants (PPR).

The EU Reference Laboratory for PPR presented the latest virus characterization results
from the PPR outbreaks in the EU. To date the genomic sequences of the PPR strains
detected in Greece, Romania, Bulgaria and Hungary are highly similar and group with
Lineage 1V sub-clade North and East Africa. Closest known sequence is the one of
Georgia/2016 strain, while sequences available from Turkey appear to be different.
Based on available information the EU strains appear to be different from the recent
one of Georgia (Georgia/2024) although this has yet to be confirmed (limited date
available). Sequencing of additional strains is in progress as it may allow to follow the
epidemiological trail of the disease. The presentation concluded with guidelines on use
of laboratory tests for PPR surveillance.

Presentation by HaDEA on EU funding of veterinary programmes for 2024 and
2025-2027 : state of play and next steps.

HaDEA presented the state of play for the veterinary programmes grants for 2025-2027
and for 2024. As regards 2025-2027, all grants have been signed (except 1 third country
still ongoing), and the next step will be the intermediate reporting due by 31 August
2025 for which HADEA is currently developing the IT tool to submit the budget
directly in EGRANT and for which all instructions and guidance will be made available
to the countries by June 2025. As regards the grants 2024, the final report is due by 30
April 2025. The templates to be used have been substantially simplified by HaDEA as
discussed in previous PAFF Committee meetings and CVVOs' working parties to reduce
the workload and avoid reporting duplication. The questions and comments received
from the countries have been assessed and taken into account. The final templates will
be circulated by 24 March 2025 to all countries.

Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission
Implementing Decision on the evolution of animal diseases in the Union.

Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission
Implementing Decision concerning certain emergency measures relating to foot
and mouth disease in Hungary and repealing Implementing Decision (EU)
2025/496 (PLAN/FMD06/2025).

The Commission presented the draft Commission Implementing Decision concerning
certain emergency measures relating to foot and mouth disease in Hungary and
repealing Implementing Decision (EU) 2025/496.

Vote taken: Favourable opinion.
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Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission
Implementing Decision concerning certain interim emergency measures relating
to infection with peste des petits ruminants virus in Romania
(PLAN/PPR05/2025).

In response to the first outbreak of PPR in Romania in 2025, in Bihor County, the
Commission adopted Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2025/525 of 31
January 2025. This Decision was presented for a vote according to EU legal
requirements.

Vote taken: Favourable opinion.

Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a
draft Commission Implementing Decision concerning certain emergency
measures relating to infection with peste des petits ruminants virus in Romania
and repealing Implementing Decision (EU) 2025/525 (PLAN/PPR06/2025).

Regionalisation for peste des petits ruminant’s virus in Romania.

The Commission presented a draft Commission Implementing replacing Implementing
Decision (EU) 2025/525 (interim measures in response to the first outbreak of PPR in
Romania in 2025). The measures and zoning of this Implementing Decision are
identical to those of Implementing Decision 2025/525 (a protection and a surveillance
zone, surrounded by a further restricted zone including the counties of Bihor and Arad).
This is accompanied by a prohibition of movements of small ruminants from the entire
territory of Romania to the rest of the Union.

Vote taken: Favourable opinion.

Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission
Implementing Regulation amending Annex | to Implementing Regulation (EU)
2023/594 laying down special control measures for African swine fever.

The Commission presented Implementing Regulation amending Annex | to
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2023/594.

The draft reflects changes of the epidemiological situation in Germany and Poland. In
those two Members States outbreaks in wild porcine animals were notified in restricted
zone | or in restricted zone |1, but near restricted zone 1. For this reason, new restricted
zones Il and I were established where measures foreseen in Commission Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2023/594 have been applied. In addition, in Poland, thanks to some
improvements of the epidemiological situation in certain areas, some restricted zones
Il have been reverted to restricted zones | and certain restricted zones | have been lifted.

Vote taken: Favourable opinion.
Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission
Implementing Decision amending the Annex to Implementing Decision (EU)

2023/2447 concerning emergency measures in relation to outbreaks of highly
pathogenic avian influenza in certain Member States.

Point withdrawn from the aganda.
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Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission
Impementing Decision amending Implementing Decision (EU) 2024/2207
concerning certain emergency measures relating to sheep pox and goat pox in
Greece.

The Commission presented a draft Commission Implementing Decision amending
Implementing Decision (EU) 2024/2207 concerning certain emergency measures
relating to sheep pox and goat pox (SPGP) in Greece. The Commission explained that
in the new act certain further restricted zones (FRZs) for SPGP within the territory of
Greece have been removed, since they expired due to absence of new secondary
outbreaks in the same areas. In other areas where new secondary outbreaks occurred
(e.g. Samothrace, Phocis), the already existing FRZs are being prolonged, while in areas
where outbreaks reoccurred (Thessaloniki) new FRZs are established. Protection and
surveillance zones around outbreaks are adapted accordingly. Measures regarding the
FRZs remain the same. Suspension of movements of small ruminants from the entire
territory of Greece to a destination outside the country is prolonged until 31 July 2025.

Vote taken: Favourable opinion.

Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission
Implementing Decision amending Implementing Decision (EU) 2024/2918
concerning certain emergency measure relating to sheet and goat pox in Bulgaria.

Point withdrawn from the aganda.

Exchange of views and possible opinion of the Committee on a draft Commission
Implementing Decision amending Implementing Decision (EU) 2025/384
concerning certain emergency measures relating to infection with peste des petits
ruminants virus in Hungary.

Point withdrawn from the aganda.

Implementation of the rules on movements within the EU related to epizootic
haemorrhagic disease.

The Commission made a presentation of the EU rules on movements within the EU
related to epizootic haemorrhagic disease (EHD). In accordance with the current EU
rules in force, Member States may decide to accept movements subject to specific risk
mitigation measures or subject to no EHD requirements. If this is the case, the
Commission reminded that the Member State must inform other Member States and the
Commission of this decision. Several Member States requested the Commission to
upload this information in the Commission’s website. The Commission took note of
this request.

Report of the EUVET mission on peste des petits ruminants in Romania.

An EUVET mission took place in Romania, in relation to the PPR outbreak in Bihor
county, on 13-14 March 2025.

The EUVET expert mission to Romania was carried out in response to an outbreak of
PPR detected in the Bihor County (early March 2025) and focused on the possible
origin and the implementation of control measures and eradication strategies. The visit
included a meeting with the competent authorities as well as visits to the collection
centre where PPR was diagnosed and a farm with epidemiological links. The EUVET
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team concluded that there have been subclinical cases of PPR in Romania, that may
have been accompanied by indirect transmission too (e.g. persons, vehicles). In the
current context it is recommended that Romania implements systematic PPR
surveillance that includes active surveillance, coupled with laboratory tests and
involves the entire territory of Romania, to properly assess its PPR epidemiological
situation.

Discussion at the request of Belgium on the new corporate financial system
SUMMA.

FMD situation in Slovakia.

Slovakia informed on positive foot and mouth disease virus laboratory results on 21
March 2025 on samples taken from three cattle establishments clustered in a small area
very close to the earlier Hungarian outbreak.



