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Aim of the presentation

• ASF epidemiological situation- SK
• ASF Surveillance – results 2018
• ASF Preparedness measures and

reaction related to the development of
the situation in the neighbouring
countries





ASF epidemiological situation – 13.6.2018 

• no virologically positive results in wild boars and 
domestic pigs

• ASF has never been detected in Slovakia 



ASF epidemiological situation 2018

ASF epidemiological situation in neighbouring countries:-
very complicated situation for Slovakia!

• Czech Republic - ASF positive cases in wild boars

28km from Slovak border

• Ukraine - ASF positive case in wild boar 15 km from
Slovak border and ASF outbreak in domestic pigs 20km
from Slovak border

• Hungary -ASF positive cases in wild boars approx. 15
from Slovak border (East Slovakia) AND 40km from
Slovak border (Central Slovakia)



ASF buffer zones in the years 2017-2018 
(updated July 2017)

Demarcation of ASF buffer zones –
20-30km from Slovak–Czech border and
20-30km from Slovak-Ukrajine border





ASF buffer zones in the year 2018 
(updated May 2018)

Demarcation of new ASF buffer zone –
20-30km from Slovak–Hungary border
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Monitoring of ASF in wild
boars

• all perished wild boars on the whole territory;
• all sick and suspicious wild boars on the whole

territory;
• all hunted wild boars in the ASF buffer zones
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month antibodies Virus
vakcíny 
a iné Each month

Total
inves.

negat pozit vyš negat pozit vyš a iné vz
jan 20 20 66 66 86 86
feb 20 20 57 57 77 77
mar 20 20 91 91 111 111
apr 17 17 71 71 88 88
maj 33 33 63 63 96 96
jun 0 0 0 0
jul 0 0 0 0
aug 0 0 0 0
sep 0 0 0 0
okt 0 0 0 0
nov 0 0 0 0
dec 0 0 0 0
Total 110 0 110 348 0 348 0 458 458

Passive surveillance  of ASF in WB–
Jan-May 2018 
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Comparison - virological investigation 
( hunted nad perished WB )

January – May 2017 and 2018



New buffer zone (HU)- surveillance 
ASF- May 2018 



Preventive measures/hunting
management – wild boar

• Baiting of wild boars with limited food only for the purpose of hunting-
controls of feed ban – ordered by SVFA and checked by DVFA- at least
once per year in buffer zones- other part at least 20 % of hunting
grounds ( selection – localisation, density of WB population, area of
hunting grounds)

• Targeted hunting is encouraged in order to target adult and sub-adult
females- WHOLE YEAR hunting possiblities

• The disposal of carcasses to be carried out by burial, bringing to the
rendering plant or burning

• Measures for safe store of wild boar in refrigerating box or at other place
registered by the DVFA until the results of the laboratory test are
available
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Benefits for hunters

• 10 € to the user of the hunting ground - for
sampling and delivering samples (hunted wild
boars in the buffer zones)

• 40 € to the user of the hunting ground - for
sampling and delivering samples (perished wild
boars on the whole territory)

• 30 € to the user of the hunting ground - for
selective hunting of female wild boars (hunted
wild boars on the whole territory)
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Passive surveillance  of 
ASF in domestic pigs

Clinical examination
• in all pig holdings will be performed at least once a year in

high risk area (buffer zones) by a official veterinarian and at
least once a year in low risk area by a private veterinarian
authorised for this activity.

ASF sampling
• virological monitoring (PCR) of all sick and death domestic

pigs with ASF-clinical signs
• virological monitoring (PCR) of death domestic pigs (each

week at least the first two death regardless of estimated
cause of death in each production unit) in all pig holdings
(including backyard farms) in the ASF buffer zone(s)



Meetings with hunter representatives 
in buffer zones

The content of meetings- chaired /organised by DVFAs
to manage the measures ordered/adpoted

• Manipulation with hunted WB-placing on the market, 
transport to game collection centres

• Submitting, testing and reporting laboratory results for 
samples submitted

• Permissions to take samples, training for hunters
• Labelling of hunted WB, traceablity system
• Possible expected measures to be adpoted after positive

result of laoratory investigation in WB
• Reporting and cross check of samples ( hunters/vets)
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Preventive measures- an overview- domestic pigs I. 
• Official surveillance- domestic swine, wild boar- in place
; different sampling schema depending the localisation (
district) of the farms or hunting areas

• Official census of all pigs on all holdings ( south buffer
zone)– ongoing ( finalisation)

• Pig breeding – pigs staying in their living places /
stables –Outdoor keeping of pigs is banned in
commercial farms ( buffer zones)

• Biosecurity measures- one of the part of awareness /
communication with farmers/breeders – it covers
disinfection procedures- in /exit points of the farm , to
avoid contact with WB, ban of entry into premises the
people not working in these premises, fencing of farms,
feed management



Preventive measures- an overview- domestic pigs II. 

• Control of biosecurity measures ordered in all pig
holdings and – to perform it at least twice a year, with an
interval of at least 6 months in the buffer zone by a
official veterinarian.

• Ban of feeding grass to pigs unless treated to inactivate
ASF virus or stored (out of reach of wild boar) for at
least 30 days before feeding. ( buffer zones)

• Ban on using straw for bedding of pigs unless treated to
inactivate ASF virus or stored (out of reach of wild boar)
for at least 90 days before use ( buffer zones)

• Disinfection of vehicles- recommendation given by SVFA
to the farmers - double check/ providing the disinfection
of vehicles- specially coming from infected areas and
before entering the farm ( event they are empty)



Recommendations given by EC / ex. FVO  in 2017 
and their application in 2018

1. To ensure to increase the number of dead pigs reported and 
tested for ASF from all registered and non-registered pig
holdings in the buffer zone.
- figures presented , surveillance system in place 
2. The time for submitting, testing and reporting laboratory
results for samples submitted under passive surveillance for
ASF should be shortened.
- New measures for effective system in force from October
2017
3. To ensure that an up-to-date register is kept on each holding
which must include, inter alia, origin and destination details for
all pigs leaving the holding.
- measures in place



Recommendations given by EC/ex.FVO in 2017 and 
their application in 2018  

4. Wild boar populations managment – implementation of a total 
feed ban and targeted hunting of females.
- the measures explained – total feed ban /targeted hunting in

force from 1.1.2018 ( in 2017 applied only in buffer zones)
5. Biosecurity in hunting grounds in the buffer zone should be
improved to ensure that hunted wild boar do not leave the hunting
ground before test results are available.
- measures in place- one part of hunting management ( very
important) – Special guidelines given to DVFAs !!!



Other activities 

• Trainings for hunters- SVFA has
recommented to provide the traing for
having more hunter to be ready and able to
take a samples of WB

• Border inspection posts controls- cooperation
with customs – figures of confiscated goods at
the border

• Co-operation with neighboring countries
• Information for public – to increase the
awareness- web side,, magasines, tv news



ASF border control ( Jan-May 2018)

• border check points on the Slovak-Ukrajine border -
more than 700 kg of food products of animal origin 
were confiscated during the border checks in 2018

1. Vyšne Nemecke BIP- 28 cases - 560 kg meat product –
and 45 kg milk products – orgin: UA

2. Ubla- cross border check point – 21 cases – 125 kg 
meat products and 34 milk products – travellers from
Ukraine

In cooperation with customs – system in place checked in 
August 2017 by EC ( ex FVO)!



Public awareness



ASF info – State veterinary and Food
Administration SK web site

http://www.svps.sk/zvierata/choroby_AMO.asp

http://www.svps.sk/zvierata/choroby_AMO.asp


Press conference – ASF preparedness 
and  preventive measures 



Slovak hunter days – April 2018



TV report – SK in threat – ASF  



African swine fever is knocking on 
the slovak door ....



Thank you for
your attention!
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