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European Union comments on 

CL 2024/60-CAC 

Request for comments on a proposal for development of a group standard for certain 

types of millets 

 

Mixed Competence 

Member States Vote 

The European Union and its Member States (EUMS) would like to thank India for preparing 

the discussion paper on the development of a group standard for certain types of millets. 

The EUMS agree to define a corresponding Codex standard due to the increasing importance 

of and interest in millet and developing a group standard would make sense. However, the 

EUMS question whether it would be appropriate to also consider the two pseudo-millets 

(buckwheat and amaranth) under the same standard. There is no botanical relationship, as millet 

is invariably a sweet grass, whereas buckwheat is a knotweed plant and amaranth is a foxtail 

plant. This could lead to the two pseudo-millets being lost in the standard and not being 

recognised. Should they also be considered in this standard, the EUMS are of the opinion that 

quinoa should also be addressed, as it is also a pseudo-millet. Pending further discussions, the 

EUMS would favour a separate standard for pseudo-millets in order to have a clear separation 

here. 

Codex standards already exist for sorghum and pearl millet. While the standard for sorghum 

applies to the whole grain, the standard for pearl millet was defined for the ready-to-eat flour. 

If a group standard being developed, the question arises as to whether these two types of millet 

should not also be considered there, thus covering all types of millet in one standard. 

The EUMS consider that it makes sense to define the planned group standard for flour from 

millet that is intended directly for human consumption, comparable to the standard for pearl 

millet. 

In light of the considerations above, the EUMS are of the opinion that further exchanges should 

take place on the precise scope of the new standard. 

Concerning the working modalities, the EUMS are not in favour of the proposed approach to 

reactivate CCCPL to work by correspondence as it was done in the case of CCFFP. The EUMS 

consider that a normal reactivation of CCCPL is more appropriate since post-pandemic way of 

working allows virtual meetings. The EUMS are of the view that an EWG could be established 

under CCCPL. 
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