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Avian influenza in The Slovak Republic 

 outbreak in 2020 -ADNS 1/2020 (HPAI) 

small backyard flock -village Zbehy (Nitra district, south-
west part of Slovakia) 

Gallus gallus – laying hens, kept from April 2018 

3 of 22 birds in the flock died suddenly without previous 
visible clinical signs  

Suspicion – on 3.1.2020, official samples taken 
(sent to the NRL for AI – VI Zvolen) 

Confirmation - on 9.1.2020 HPAI subtype H5N8 

Birds have been destroyed on the spot; preliminary 
cleansing and desinfiction – 9.1.2020 



• Epidemiological investigation covered by the officials from the CA 

• Eggs used for own consumption of the owner; no 

    movements/trade of products outside Slovakia 

 

The most probably route of introduction of virus  

into the  holding via wild birds 

 

 

• DVFA Nitra ordered veterinary measures in accordance with 

2005/94/EC and Slovak national legislation for: 

- outbreak 

- protection zone 

-   Surveillance zone 
 

 





ADNS message- sent on 10.1.2020 



1. outbreak – backyard flock 

Zbehy – Nitra district 







The role of central and local veterinary authority – AI management in general  

 

State Veterinary and Food Administration of the Slovak Republic 

 

• prepares a plan for survey of avian influenza - determination of monitoring in Slovakia 

evaluates monitoring in Slovakia 

• takes measures based on the evolution of the disease situation in the Slovak Republic 

• submit annual and half-yearly reports to the European Commission 

• proposes to the Minister of Agriculture a budget for the implementation of the survey plan 

• submits to the European Commission reports on the positive results of the avian influenza 

survey through the online system. 

 

 

Regional Veterinary and Food Administration  

• provides methodological guidance (for hunters) on sampling and sending samples 

• evaluates the monitoring and epidemiological situation in the region 

• orders measures at local level 

• Checks the  compliance with /fulfilment the measures ordered 



Measures ordered by DVFA ( zones) I. 

 

Measures for protection and observation zones are set out in Government Ordinance and 
367/2007 (Section 9, Section 14 and Section 17; transposition of Directive 2005/94/EC 

 

• to provide the census of all poultry and captive birds in municipalities in and send it in 

writing to the DVFA Nitra 

• To Ensure that poultry and captive birds are kept in enclosed or other premises on the 

holding so that kept poultry or other kept birds do not come into contact with wild birds 

• to ensure increased biosecurity in all poultry and other captive birds, in particular: 

(a) Disinfection at entrances and exits from premises where poultry and other captive birds 

are kept. 

(b) Avoid direct and indirect contact of farmed birds with wild birds (especially aquatic 

species). 

(c) The water used to feed the farmed birds shall not come from surface water reservoirs 

accessible to wild birds. 

(d) Report immediately to the RVPS Nitra any symptoms of avian influenza in poultry and 

other captive birds according to the criteria: 

- decrease in feed and water intake of more than 20% 

- - a decrease in egg production of more than 5% lasting more than 2 days 

- - Weekly mortality rate higher than 3 

- - any clinical presentation (discharge from the eyes, beak, severe watery diarrhea, 

drowsiness, swelling of the lobes and combs) or post-mortem change indicative of avian 
influenza 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Measures ordered by DVFA ( zones) II. 

 

• To minimize the number of people in contact with poultry and captive birds, keep 

records of the holding's visit and comply with the relevant biosecurity measures to 

prevent the spread of avian influenza to any person entering or leaving the holding. 

• To inform the citizens and breeders about the measures ordered and about the health 

situation by means of local radio, by posting on the official board of the municipality or 

by other means in the usual way. 

• Increased surveillance of wild bird populations, especially waterfowl, subsequent 

search for dead or diseased birds, where appropriate in cooperation with 

ornithological organizations and bird observers, reporting dead birds to the competent 

authority - RVPS Nitra. 

 

Furthermore- DVFA Nitra prohibits: 

 

• Any movements of live and slaughtered poultry, eggs and other birds in the 

abovementioned municipalities 

• Supply and removal of poultry, other captive birds and mammals of domestic animals 

to and from holdings without the permission of RVPS Nitra.  

• Discharging, spreading and other handling of used litter, manure and sludge from farms 

in the  specified municipalities without the permission of RVPS Nitra. 

• Markets, exhibitions and other gatherings of poultry or other birds in the 

abovementioned municipalities. 
• Release of poultry or other captive birds for the restocking of grounds. 

 

 

 



Requests for laboratory testing AI- poultry / wild birds 
 

 

• issued guideline SVFA+ new application form according to EC / EFSA requirements 

• Valid from 1.7.2019 

• goal : complexity of the data obtained 

 
 

 



AI survey plan in Slovakia  

 
In the Slovak Republic the “Avian influenza survey plan for poultry and 

wild birds for 2019 year” was implemented in compliance with the 

requirements of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU. 

 

The design of the programme is surveillance based on representative 

sampling: 

- active surveillance – poultry – serology H5/H7 

- passive surveillance – wild birds – PCR 

 

In 2019   

2.235 blood samples investigated for H5/H7 – all negative 
              

45 wild birds /dead/ investigated – - susceptible species -all negative  



Information for public- SVFA website 
 https://www.svps.sk/zvierata/choroby_chripka.asp 

 

https://www.svps.sk/zvierata/choroby_chripka.asp


Outbreak in Hungary – 13.1.2020-  

Surveillance zone also in Slovakia 



Finally.... SK - AI status by OIE 
 

Subject: Slovakia:  Avian Influenza Self-declaration sent on 13/1/2020 by OIE 

 

Dear Delegate, 

 
Reference is made to the immediate notification from Slovakia submitted to the OIE on 10 January 

2020 regarding a highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) subtype H5N8 outbreak in Slovakia. 

 

The OIE published Slovakia’s self-declaration of the recovery from avian influenza as of 8 August 

2017. In accordance with Article 10.4.3. of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code (Terrestrial Code) 

there should be no infection with avian influenza viruses in poultry in the country, zone or 

compartment for the past 12 months in order to be considered free from avian influenza.  

 

According to the immediate notification available in the World animal health information system 

(WAHIS), an outbreak of avian influenza in backyard poultry in Nitra was confirmed on 9 January 

2020. As a result, Slovakia is no longer able to comply with the requirements of the Terrestrial Code 

for countries free from infection with avian influenza virus. Consequently, in accordance with the 

procedures on publication of a self-declaration of disease freedom, the OIE informs you that 

Slovakia’s self-declaration appears as “not active” on the dedicated web pages for self-
declarations and includes a link to the immediate notification published in WAHIS.  

  

We thank you for your transparency and wish Slovakia success in controlling this event. 
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Thank you for your 

       attention! 


