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Why are we making this 
presentation? 

• To highlight inadequate official controls on departing 
consignments in Member States sending animals for export by 
livestock vessel 

 

• To highlight inadequate official controls by Member States 
functioning as exit points for sea exports 

 

• To highlight potential consequences for: 
• Exported animals' welfare  

• Continuation of export trade as a result of welfare incidents 
notified by third countries 

 



Sources of analysis: 

• Events reviewed during audits to Member States 
functioning as exit points for sea exports (SI, ES, 
HR) 

• Notifications of animal welfare incidents from 
third countries 

• Journey plans and controls recorded in TRACES 

• Information received from the Member States 
involved 



What we detected: 

• Mistakes regularly made at places of departure 

 

• Mistakes regularly made at exit points 

 

• When asked to review cases, Competent 
Authorities did not identify mistakes they had made 



Most Common Mistakes – 
At Departure 

Following the ruling from the European Court of 
Justice, case C-424/13 (Zuchtvieh) Members States 
must: 

• Plan journeys in compliance with CR 1/2005 from 
place of departure in EU to place of destination in 
non-EU country 

• Identify an organiser responsible for the entire 
journey  

• Identify an approved livestock vessel 

• Identify an authorised transporter for the 
livestock vessel 

 



 Export to Lebanon, by sea. 
The stop at the exit point is missing 
from the journey plan 
Sea transporter not identified 
Livestock vessel not identified 



Most Common Mistakes – 
At Exit point (Port) 

• Mistakes linked to the place of departure are not 
being detected: 

• Journey not planned from place of departure in 
the EU to place of destination in non-EU 

• Organiser not responsible for the entire journey 

• Is the livestock vessel approved? 

• No authorised transporter for the livestock vessel 



Export to Israel, by sea. 

The consignee in the 
certificate is the exit 
point of the Member 
State. No journey log. 



Is this just "paperwork"? 

• No contingencies for 
emergencies in high seas 
(= dead animals). 

• Nobody to hold accountable – 
apart from the Member States.  

• If CR 1/2005 is enforced by 
the exit points, truckloads with 
hundreds of animals stuck at the 
port. 



Most Common Mistakes – 
At Exit point (Port) 

Mistakes linked to the livestock vessels: 

• Inadequate instructions for controls against all 
(structural) requirements of the vessel 

 (e.g. watering, lighting, ventilation, drainage) 

 

• Records of checks simply indicating that 
everything is compliant but not detailing what has 
been checked 

 





Consequences 

• Risks to animal welfare not 
mitigated. 

 

• No identifiable organism to 
hold accountable – apart from 
the Member States.  

 

• Official complaints by NGOs. 

 

 

• Non-EU countries 
banning imports 
from the EU due to a 
negative reputation. 



Member States need to 
improve the standard of 

controls and work together 
effectively to minimise risks 
for animals' welfare, reduce 

negative perception and 
help the trade to continue 

 


