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Afternoon:
• Notification of serious suspicion of Avian Influenza in layinghens

in Zoeterwoude.

Evening:
• Animal disease specialist team
• Clinical examination
• Taking samples

Samples sent to CVI reference lab



The Farm

Zoeterwoude
2 floor stable with 28.000 laying hens 

22 weeks old

30 november
• H5 positive
• 18:00 culling complete

1 December 02:15
• Confirmation H5N8
• Cleaning and Disinfection complete

Tracing all contacts
• One vet contact farm declared sucpicious 

and samples
• Clinical and sample research





Within 400m from index farm
• Mixed farm dairy cattle and broilers

• All 49.000 broilers culled
One other poultry farm in 10km is screened
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Introduction of H5N8 virus on poultry farms 

• 4 out of 5 outbreaks separate introductions (based on phylogenetic 
analysis and tracing and screening results)

• 2 outbreaks in Kamperveen could be contact infection or infected
by the same wild bird(s)

• H5N8 virus found in two wigeons (faeces samples) in Kamerik



Conclusions transmission route:
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Wigeon 

green: summer
lightgreen: migrating period
grey: winter
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Conclusions transmission route (1)

• Hygiëne protocol is essential to prevent introduction H5N8:
detailed protocol communicated to industry
implemented by private quality bodies 

• Swift notification is essential for early detection

• Monitoring of wild birds (not only in the Netherlands) to :
- understand dynamics in wild bird populations
- define risk periods and areas
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National measures

• Obligation to keep commercial 
poultry inside

• Restricting vistors of poultry farms

• No bird shows

• 3/10 km areas: measures according 2005/94



Region A (western part of the Netherlands)

• Risk area (3 outbreaks, 2 infected wigeons, wetlands/rivers)

• Same measures as before:
- only 1 to 1 contacts to and from poultry farms 

within region A
- no transport of live poultry (except broilers)
- no transport of poultry manure
- no populating with day old chicks
- no hunting
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Region B, C and D (merged into free region)

• 3-10 km zone Kamperveen: measures according 2005/94

• All transports are allowed (including export)
• 1 to 1 contacts from and to poultry farms
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Public health risk

• ECDC considers H5N8 as low risk for public health

• Culling teams are vaccinated and wear special protection suits as 
precaution

• No human infections detected till now 

9 december 2014
Ministerie van Economische Zaken12



Questions?
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