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L IDENTIFECATION OF THE PROGRANMMIE

Member State: Lithuanian Republic

Discasc: Enzootic bovine leucosis

Year ol implementation; from 17 of January 2009 o 31 December of 2009

Reference of this document:

Contact: V. Paulauskas; phone + 370 5 2404363; fax + 370 5 2404362; E- mail:
vpaulanskasiiver.lt

Date sent to the Commission: 30° of April, 2008

2. HISTORICAL DATA ON THE EPIDEMIOLOGICAL EVOLUTION OF TIIE
MSEASE

Erzootic bovine leukosis is compulsory notifiable diseasc in Lithuania. Eradication
progranune for LJ3L has been carried oul in accordance with the requiremenis of the
Council Directive of 26 of June 1964 on animal health problems altecting intra-
Copununity brade in bovine animals and swine 64432/EEC /1B, Couneil Dircetive of 17
May 1977 introducing communily measures for the eradication of brucellosis, tuberculosis
and {eucosis in cattle 77/391/EEC and Council Dirgctive of 13 December 1977 cslablishing
the community criteria for national plans for the accelerated eradication of brucellosis,
luberculosis and enzoolic leukosis in cattle YE852/RRC.

State Food and Veterinary Service taking account to the epidemiclogical siluation
and the results of the risk analysis approves annual EBL cradication plan.

The main measures applicd in accordance with this plan are as follows:

- control of the correet registration of bovine herds and identification of bovine animals 1n
accordance with Council Directive of 27 November 1992 on the identification and
registration of animals 92/102/E1C:

- Lesting bovine herds for EBL by AGIT) and ELISA test in accordance with requitements
set up in Annex [ of the Council Directive 64432 TEEC /EEC,

- compulsory notilication of (he presenee and suspected presence of EBIL and tumors of the

lymphatic systern and other organs ol bovine animals;

- certilieation ol bovine herds according the health stalus and movement control of hovine
animals in accordance with requirernents set up i Annex D of the Council Directive
64 432/EEC FEEDB;

~ when the presence of EBL is officially conlirmed in a herd, the appropriate  measures
should be applicd in accordance with requircments of the Council Direetive 7852/E1C,

- compulsory slaughtering of EBL virus infeeted bovine animals as soon as possible after
notification of the results of the examination.

Therapeutic treatment or anti-leukosis vaccination ol any kind is prohibited.

There are 10 countics in Lithuania. Number of EBL free herds in Lithuania in
2006: was 99.58 % During 2007 14101 blood samples and 221259 milk samples werc
tested. 144 herds were postitive for EBL.



3. DESCRIFTION OF THE SUBMITTED PROGRAMME

The enzootic howving leucosis control and surveillance programme is implernented by the
Iithuanian Stale Food and Veterinary Service on a multi-annual basis until cradication of
the disease will be succeeded. This document is part of a long-term scheme and describes
actions for the vear 2000,

The eftectiveness of the control and surveillance measures and the achievement of the
targets of the program is bascd on the test and slavghter policy. All bovine animals m a
herd over the age of 24 months are subjected 1o laboratory investigation of two 1esls

carried out al an imerval of at least four month.
All positive animals will be slaughtered.

4, MEASURES OF THE SUBMITTED PROGRAMME

4.1, Summary of measures under the programme

First year: 2004 Last year; 2000

% Control % Eradication
x Testing x Trsting
x Slaughter of positive animals % Slaughter of positive animals
11 Killing of pusitive animals T Killing of positive animals
F Vaccination ~ Extended slaughier or killing
~ Treatment | Disposal ol products

_ Digposal of products
x Maonitoring or surveillance

L (ther meoasures

4.2. Destgnation of the central anthority charged with supervising and coordinating
the department responsible for implementing the programme:

‘The authority responsible tor the co-ordination of control and surveiilunce of enzootic
bowing leucosis in the entire country, 18 the State Food and Vetconary Service of the
Republic of the Lithuania

'Ihe Animal {lealth Department is responsitle for the co-ordination and control of country
and district State Food and Veterinary Scrvices involved in the implementation ol this
program. This department collects the data, performs statisticat analysis and evaluation of
the surveillance program and informs the relevant awthorities in Furopean Union about the

progress of the control and surveillance program.,

4,3. Descripfion and delimination of the geographical and administrative areas in
which the programme is to be implemented:

The cnzootic bavine leucosis contro! and surveillance program from 1 of Tanuaiy 2009 to
31 December ol 2009



[RI. eradication takes place in the whole territory of the Republic ol Tithuania.
Thete are 10 countics, 44 regions and 7 municipalities in Lithuania,

Figure 4. Resions of the Republic of Lithuania
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4.4. Measures implemented under the programme
4.4.1. Mcasures amd terms of legislation as reperds the registration of holdings

The registration of holdings is done according Commission Regulation (RC) No 2629/97
of 29 Dcecember 1997 laving down detailed rules for the implementation of Councii
Repulation: (ECY No 820097 as regards eartags, holding registers and passporis in the

framework of the system for the ideniification and registration of bovine animals

4,4.2. Measures and terms of legislation as regards the identification of animals

The identilication of animals is done according Commission Regulation (EC) No 2629/87
of 29 December 1997 laying down detailed rules for the implementation of Couneil
Regulation (HC) No 820097 as regards cartags, holding registers and passponts in the

{tamework of the system [or the identification and registration of bovine animals

The Order of the Ministry of Agriculture was adopted (18 December 2002 No. 496) and
the SFVYS was nominated as the competent institution responsible [or te implementation

of animal identification and registration system in the Republic ol Lithuania.



4.4.3, Measeres and terms of legislation 2s regards the nolification of the disease

According The Law on Veterinary Activities No 1-2110 {of 17 December 1991), with
amendments by the Law No VI -1350 {of 7 October 1999) and by the Taw No VIII-1793
(ol 4 July 2000) and Order of (he Director of State Food and Veterinary Scrvice On
Regulation on the nolification of animal diseases in the Republic ol Tithuania, the animal
keeper or private veterinarian or anybody who suspects infectious animal discasc without
delay to the offictal veterinary service shalt report every suspected case 1o SFVS. On
receiving a report of the presence or suspeeted presence of animal discase, on a livestock
holding or in any other place, the official veterinarian in whose area the helding 15 located
must immediately ensure that an investigation is set in motion 1o confinn or rule out the
presence of the disease and to place the suspect holding under surveillance.

4.4.4. Measures and terms of legislation as regards the measures in case of the
positive results.

. Control program of contagives animal discases “ approved by director of the state food
and velerinary service by the order no b1-281of april 12, 20086,

According to the control apd surveillance program, all bovine animals in a herd over the
ape of 24 months hlood are subjected to laboratory investigation, ajming at retaining and/or
restoring the enzootic hovine teucosis officially frec health status as ruled by Directive
64432/ /EEC. The calves of positive cows are reared for meat All positive animais
will be slaughtered.

4.4.5, Mcasures and terms of [egislation as regards the different qualification of
animals and herds

A. Officially enzootic-hovine-leukosis -free herd means a herd i which:

{i) there is no cvidence, either clinical or as a result of a laboratory tost, of any case
of enzootic bovine leucosis in the herd and no such case has been confirmed in the
previous two years; and

{ii} all animais over 24 months of age have reacted negatively during the preceding
12 months to two tests carricd out in accordance with this Annex, at an interval of at least
four months; or

(1ii) it meets the requiretnems of (i) above and is situated in an officially cnzootic-
bovine-leukosis -(ree country or reginn.

B. A herd shall retain officially enzootie-bavine-leukosis -free status provided:
(i1 the condilion n A{i) continues to be ulfilled;
(i1} any animals introduced into (he herd come from an officially enzootie-bovine-

leukosts -Iree herd;
{iii} all animats over 24 months of age continue to react negatively to a test carned

out in ascordance with Chapter [ of Directive 64/432/EEC /ERC at intervals of three
years;

fiv) breeding animals introduced inlo a herd and originating from a third counury
have been imported in accordance with Directive 72462/ E1C,

C. The officially leukosis -free status of a herd is 1o be suspended if the conditions dutailed
in B are not fultilled, or where as a result of laboratory tests or on clinical erounds one or
mare bovine animals are suspecled of having enzootic bovine leukosis and the suspect
animal(s) are immediately slauphtered.



[, The status is to remain suspended until the [ollowing requirements are complied with:
1. If a single atimmal in an officially enzootic-hovine-leukosis -free herd has reacted
positively to one of the tests referred to in Chapter 11, of Dircctive 84/432/EEC  or where
infection is otherwise suspected in ong animal in a heed:

(i} the animal which has reacted positively, and, in the case ol a cow, any call'it
may have produced, must have left the herd for siaughter under the supervision of the
veletinaty authorities;

{11y all animals it the herd more than 12 moenths old have reacted negatively 1o two
serological tests (al least 4 months and less than [2 months apart) carried out in accordance
with Chapter II of Dircetive 64/432/FEC  three months at least alter removal of the
positive animal and any possible progeny thereof,

(iii} an epidemiclogical inquiry has been conducted wilh negative results and the
herds linked epidemiologically 1o the infected herd have been subjected to the measures
laid down in (11).

[owever, the competent authority may grant a derogation from the obligation 1o slaughter
the calf of an infected cow where it wag separated from its mather immediately alter
calving. In this case, the calf must be made subject to the requiretnents provided lor in
2(iii).

2. Where more than one animal from an ollicially vncootic-bovine-leukosis -Tree herd has
reacted positively to one of the tests referred to in Chapter [I of Directive 64/432/1:EC
/EEC, or where infuction has etherwise been suspected in more than one animald in a herd:

(i} any antmals which have reacled positively and, in the case of cows, thetr calves,
must be removed lor slaughter under the supervision of the veterinary authorities;

(1i} all animals in the herd aged over 12 months must react negatively to Lwo 1ests
catried oul in accordance
with Chapter 11 at an interval of at least four months and no more than 12 months;

{iii} all other animals in the herd must, afler identification, remain on the helding
until they are aged over 24 months and have been tested in accordance with Chapier 11 of
Directive 64/432/EEC after reaching (hat age, excepl that the competent authorily may
permit such animals o go dircetly for slaughter under oflicial supervision;

(v} an cpidemiclogical inquiry has been conducted with negalive results and any
herd linked epidemiologically to the inteeted herd has been subjected to the measures laid
down in (i),

Towever, the campetent authority may grant a derogation [rom the obligation 1o slaughter
the calf of an infeeted cow where il was separated from its molher immediancly after
calving. In thiz case, the cali’ must be made subject (o the reguirements provided for m
2{ui).

E. In gceurdance with the procedure in Arlicle 17 and on the basis of information supplicd
in accordance with Asticle 8 of Directive 64/432/FEC | a country or part of a country may
he considered officially enzootic-bovine-leukosis -frec it

{a) all the conditions of paragraph A ave tulfitled and at least 99,8 % of the bovine
herds are officially enzootic bovine-leukosis -free;
oT

(b} no case ol enzootic bovine leukosis has been confirmed in the country or the
part of the country for the past three years, and the presence of tumours suspecled el being
due to EBL is compulserily notifiable, with investigations of cause being carried out, and
in the case of a country, all animals aged over 24 months in at least #0 % of the herds,
selected randomly, have been tested with negalive results in accordance with Chapler [1 ot



Dircctive 64/432/E15C /EEC in the previous 24 months, or in the cuse of a partol'a
country, all animals aged over 24 months have undergone a test provided for in Chapter 1
of Dircctive 64/432/EEC /ELC with negative resulis in accordance with Chapter T of
Dircctive 4432/ ERC /LEC in the previous 24 months;
Wr

() any other method which demonstrates 1o a confidence rating of 99 % that less
than 0,2 %% of herds were infected.

I, A country or a region is to retain officially enzootic-bovine-leukosis -free status
it

{a) alt anirals slaughtered within the territory of that country or region are
submitted to official postmoriem examinalions at which all tumours which could be due 10
the EBRL vitus arc sent for laboratory examination,

(bY the couniry reports to the Comniission all cases of chvootic bovine leukosis that
occur in the region,

(¢} all animals which react positively to any of the tests provided for in Chapter If
are slaughtered and their herds
rernain subject to restrictions unlil re-establishment of their status in accordance with
Section [, and

{d) atl animals more than two years old have been ested, cither once in the first
five years after the slatus is granted under Chapter [1 of Dircctive 64/432/EEC /EEC or
during the first five years aller the grant of the status under any other procedure
demonstrating with a eertainty devel of 99 % that less than 0,2 % of herds have been
infecied. Howewver, where
no case of enzootic bovine lenkosis has been recorded in a Member Statc or in a region of
a country In a proportion of one herd out of 10 (00 for at least three years, a decision may
be taken in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 17 of Directive
64/432/1:EC that routine serological tests may be reduced provided that ail hovine animals
more than 12 months old in at least 1 % of herds, seleeted at random each year, have been

subjected to a
test carried out in accordance with Chapter [1 of Direetive 64/432/EEC /EEC.

. The officially enzootic-hovine-leukosis -free status of a Member Stale or part of 4
Member State is to be suspended, in accordance with the procedure in Arlicle 17 of
Directive 64/432/EEC if, as a result of investigations carried owt in accordance with
paragraph [ above, there is evidence ol a signilicant change in the situation as regards
enzoolic hovine leukosis in 2 country or part of @ country which has been recognised as
officially enzootic-bovine-leukosis -free.

The officially enzootic-hovine-leukosis -fice status may be restored in accordance with the
procedure in Article 17 ol Dircctive 64/432/EEC when the criteria laid down by the same
procedure are [ulfitled.

‘Fhe test used for the investgation of enzeotic bovine leucosis is immunc-diflusion twst or
chizyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) under the conditions sct in Directive
64/432/ERC /LEC, applicd to all bovine animals over 24 months of ape in offictally
enzootic-bavinc-leukosis -Iree herds and all animals in the herd aged over 12 months in
herds where infection is otherwise suspected as it is stated in the Annex 12 of the Directive

64/432/EEC

4.4.6. Control procedurcs and in particular rules on the movement of animals hable
to the affected or contaminated by a given discase and the regolar inspection of the
holdings ar areas concerned



By law, movement of all animals within Lithuania has to be notificd to the STVS. Animals
must be examined by a private vetertnarian witlon 24 hours of departure and a certificate
issucd te show that the animals comply with the requirements, The aninals movernent
allowed only Irom officially enzootic-bovine-leukosis -iree herds.

4.4.7. Measures and terms of legislation as regards the coatrol of the discuse
According to the conirol and surveillanee program, all boving animals in a herd over the
age of 24 months blood arc suhjected to laboratory investigation, aiming at retaining and/or
restoting e enzootic bovine leucosis officially Iree health status as ruled by Directive
H4/432/EEC AEEC. All animals over 24 months of age have reacted negatively during the
preceding 12 months o two tests carried out, at an interval of at least four menths

Tests for enzoetic bovine leukosis shall be carried out by the agar el immune-diffusion
test or by (he enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay {ELISA) according provisions of the
CHAPTER ¥ Anncx D Dicective 64/432/LEC /HLC

4.4.8., Measures and tcrms of legisbation as regards the compensation for owners
slanghtered and killed animals

Compensation procedure s foreseen in the Resolution of the Government of the Republic
of Lithuania No.1220 of 16 October 2001 on the compensation of lesses and expenses
incurred by the contagious diseases of animals, eradieation of their locuses (Official
Gazctte, No, 89-3129, 2001}, Order of the Minister of Agriculture No. 3D-100 “Approval
ol Rules of Support in Case off Emergency™ (Oflicial Garette 2003, No. 29-1205), A List
of diseases to be compensated approved by Director of the State lFood and Veleninary
Service by the Crder No BL-60 of 09 01 2003 (Official Gazette 2003, No. 9-332) and The
Procedure on Notification of  the Miaistry ol Agricullure on the cascs of contagious
animal diseases, the acquired anti-epizootic means and the actions performed approved by
Xirector of the Slate Food and Veterinary Service by the Order No 465 of 01 10 200

Development of a list of contaglous animal discases upon the occurrence of which
livestock and other animals must be subjected 1o emergency slaughter or destruction,
products and raw malerials of animal origin must be decontaminated or destroved and the
lnsses incurred to the owners must be compensated and the cxpenses of the eradication of
the disease focus must be covered is loreseen. Al present not all costs are covered if
animals arc not insured on private initrative.

Before slaughtering a committee will evaluate a Jive animal's and propose the amount ol
compensation. The commitiee 8 constiuted of a Yeterinartan of District State Food and
Veterinary Service, an Qllicer of the District Apriculture Scrviee and a representative of
larmers.

Alter evaluation of losses the reporl of the commities must be send 1o the Ministry of
Agriculture. The Ministry of Agriculture prepares the report to the Lithuanian
Ciovernment. The Lithuanian Govenuneni, taking inte account report of the Ministry of
the Agriculture, will issue Resoluiton On losses compensation o Lhe tarmer, and the
compensation is paid from the Government reserve fund for crmergencies,

The Ministry of Agrcullure defines the amount of compensation that cannot be greater
than the niarkei piice of the animal, and it depends on the breed and the degree of genetic
improvernent ol the ammal. The compensation for the animals which will be slaughtered



in the framework of animal discases control program must be paid to the owner within 90
days after the slaughier of the animals.
‘The average amount of reimbursement for bovine animals shall not cxeeed 300 1LUR

5. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE COSTS AND BENEFITS

The effectiveness of the contrel and surveillance measures and the achievement of the
tarpets of the program is based on the test and slaughter policy. According to the control
and surveillance progrant, ail bovine animals in a herd over the ape of 12 months blood are
subjected to laboratory investipation, aiming at retaining and/or restoring the enxootic
hovine lencosis officially free health stalus as ruled by Directive 64/432/EEC | All positive
animals will be slaughtcred.

The twtal cost for the implementation of the enxoolic bovine leucosis control and
surveillance campaign in 2008 is estimated sbout  363628,0 ELUR
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