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The potential effects of reducing food 
loss and waste

FOOD SECURITY AND 
NUTRITION

ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITYLIVELIHOODS

Reducing FLW by 50% 
➢4% reduction in ag-related GHG 

emissions
➢137 million people out of hunger

https://doi.org/10.1787/bd2aedc6-en
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Beyond food loss and waste reduction targets
An original comprehensive review of the FLW policy environment

Along the agro-food 
supply chain

International scope:
42 countries (34 OECD 
countries, 6 accession 

countries, and 23 EU MS)

Method: questionnaire 
and case studies

Information collected in 
2023 and 2024

 Released in January 2025

https://oe.cd/5SV

https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/beyond-food-loss-and-waste-reduction-targets_59cf6c95-en.html
https://oe.cd/5SV
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National FLW strategies share common characteristics

Influence of national 
conditions

Targets are not clearly
defined

Multiple policy 
instruments

• Geographical
• Economic
• Legislative
• Social

Baseline year for the 
targets in most 
countries.
Target horizon in a 
fourth of the countries. 

• Governance challenges
• Quasi-absence of ex-

ante and ex-post impact 
assessments

Few mechanisms for 
stakeholder 
engagement
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What can policymakers do to improve policy 
effectiveness?

Strengthen policy ambition and promote

stakeholder engagement 

Monitor and evaluate 

Enhance and foster international 

cooperation

https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/achieving-food-loss-and-waste-reduction_edd99594-en.html
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Ongoing OECD project: Better data and evaluation 
practices to strengthen food loss and waste policies

6

Relevance Impact

Monitor progress in FLW reduction

Focus : Development of OECD FLW indicators
• FLW flows
• Broader food systems impacts

Inputs:
• 2025 pilot data collection 

Deliverables 
• Publication of FLW flows indicators for 

OECD Member and partner countries 

Evaluate and strengthen policy effectiveness

Focus: Identification of good evaluation practices / 
good methodological approaches  

• What?
• How?
• Engagement with stakeholders 

Inputs:
• Food Chain Analysis Network (FCAN) discussions

Deliverables
• International guidance on the evaluation of FLW 

reduction strategies

Mobilisation of the OECD Food Chain Analysis Network (FCAN) 
• 13-14 November 2025: Challenge of evaluation FLW reduction strategies
• 3-4 February 2026: Indicator needs for the evaluation of FLW reduction initiatives

Promote, enhance and foster international cooperation
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FCAN meeting – 13-14 November 2025
The Challenge of Evaluating Food Loss and Waste Reduction Strategies: 
What, How and Engagement with Stakeholders? 

55%

15%

6%

15%

9%

Participants

Ministries and public entities

Civil society (GFN, SDSN, WRI,
WRAP, WWF,..)
Private sector

Academia

International Organisations
(FAO, IFC, UNEP, WFP)

122 participants representing 33 countries
61% in-person, 39% online
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FCAN meeting – 13-14 November 2025
The Challenge of Evaluating Food Loss and Waste Reduction Strategies: 
What, How and Engagement with Stakeholders? 

What
France, Japan and Switzerland

Outcomes and Impacts

Behavioural Change

Efficiency and 
Effectiveness

Alignment with regional 
and international agenda

Challenges and Future 
Directions

How

Evaluation frameworks

Shifts in practices 
(households and 

stakeholders) 

Cost-effectiveness 
analysis

Engagement with 
stakeholders

Field trip - FCD

Public-Private 
collaboration to report on 

progress

Role of standards and 
innovation
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Next steps

Monitor progress in FLW reduction

• Ongoing pilot food loss and waste data 
collection: September – December 2025

• OECD workshop on enhancing FLW 
statistics: 3 February 2026 – joint WPEI-
FCAN event

• Present results from the OECD pilot 
survey

• Share good practices in FLW data 
collection

• Validation of the OECD Questionnaire 
to be included in the OECD State of 
the Environment questionnaire

Evaluate and strengthen policy effectiveness

• Indicator needs for the evaluation of FLW 
reduction initiatives: FCAN meeting on 3-4 
February 2026 

• Translating FLW reductions into broader 
environmental, economic, and food 
security benefits.

• Joint event with the Consumers Good 
Forum?

• First draft of the International guidance on 
the evaluation of FLW reduction strategies: 
May 2026
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Contact us

11Trade and Agriculture Directorate | Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) | tad.contact@oecd.org

Access all of the OECD’s research and 

analysis on food loss and waste at:

https://oe.cd/flw

You can reach us by sending your message to:

Celine.GINER@oecd.org

https://www.linkedin.com/in/celine-giner/ 

mailto:tad.contact@oecd.org
https://oe.cd/flw
mailto:Celine.Giner@oecd.org
https://www.linkedin.com/in/celine-giner/
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