


would offer sufficient protection. Member States also agreed to take account of the 
practicalities of field studies, as otherwise it will not be possible to actually measure whether 
or not the protection goal is achieved for a substance under evaluation.  

As an agreement among the Member States seemed difficult at technical level, I proposed in 
a letter to the Chair of the 
Health and Food Safety and the Minister of Agriculture of Portugal, the Member State 
holding the presidency of the Council, to add this matter to the agenda of the June 
AGRIFISH Council for a public discussion in full transparency among Ministers1.  

Please let me underline that a 0% threshold for acceptable impacts from exposure to 
pesticides, as proposed in your letter, cannot be implemented in practice because it does not 
consider that honey-bee colonies naturally vary in size. Honey-bee colonies, just as any 
biological entity, will always vary in size even under pristine conditions and this also occurs
during experimental field studies, for which replicates are needed. Such variation needs to 
be considered in order to reach statistically and biologically meaningful results.  

Considering that the guidance regarding risk assessment for bees still applicable today, 
which is the Guidance Document on Terrestrial Ecotoxicology from 2002, allows for a 20-
25% decline in colony size in field studies and the full range of the natural variability 
simulated by EFSA is around 23%, I proposed in the above-mentioned letter to the Chair of 
the ENVI Committee and the Portuguese presidency as a starting point for the discussion a 
maximum permitted 10% colony size reduction as the specific protection goal. This level is 
far below the full range of the simulated natural variability by EFSA, and thus ambitious,
while still technically feasible so that it can be implemented in practice. 

I look forward to set protection goals for bees on a stronger scientific basis that are both 
ambitious and feasible in reality.  

   Yours sincerely, 
                                                                                  

 

                                                 
1 https://ec.europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/plant/docs/pesticides bees letter mep-pt-pres en.pdf  




