Sub-group on Date Marking & Food Waste Prevention

* Meeting held on 7 November 2024
* Co-Chair: Too Good To Go

QR Codes / 2D Barcodes & food waste prevention

Date Labelling Coalition in The Netherlands

Themes Various experiences consumer awareness labels on packaging

The ‘Anti-Food Waste’ Label in France

Shelf-life impact of recyclable packaging materials

EU Platform on FLW 16t meeting
12 November 2024



QR Codes / 2D Barcodes & food waste prevention

by GS1 & Ahold Delhaize

— Benefits of 2D barcodes to help reduce food waste
— First and foremost in logistics & operations
— Consumers buy-in for QR codes

GS1 migration to 2D carriers
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Date Labelling Coalition in The Netherlands

by Food Waste Free United

— Reducing consumer food waste, by greater clarity on shelf life of food products
— Coalition members commit improve date label information & awareness

— Research with value chain on relaxing and shortening MLoR
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Sharing Experiences with Consumer Awareness Labels

by Swedish Food Agency, Too Good To Go, ...

— Voluntary additional labels can clarify that food can last longer than the best before date
— “Best Before, Often Good After” | “Look Smell Taste — Don’t Waste”

— Survey on label knowledge, understanding and impact
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The ‘Anti-Food Waste’ Label in France

by French Ministry of Agriculture & AFNOR

— Value food chain operators who contribute to national food waste reducing objectives
— The management of dates on products is one of the criteria for labelling

(awareness-raising, rotation practices, expiry date management...)
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Sub-group on Date Marking & Food Waste Prevention

Next Steps

« Sub-group will be discontinued as of 2025

« Sub-group topics remain a priority

« Covered by “Action & Implementation” and “Consumer Food Waste Prevention”
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