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Council of Europe 

Resolution on food contact 
materials and articles 

Resolution Res/CM(2020)9 

Presented by Katharina Adler, German Federal Ministry of Food and 
Agriculture (BMEL), Germany and Vice-Chair to the CD-P-MCA

9 November 2020

Working Group on Food Contact Materials of the Toxicological Safety Section of the 
Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed (SC-PAFF)

https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a
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Resolution CM/Res(2020)9

https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a
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Adoption 7 October 2020

• The Committee of Ministers of the Council of
Europe has adopted a new resolution on the
safety and quality of materials and articles for
contact with food.

• This instrument is expected to improve the
protection of consumers from contaminants
(metals, antioxidants, stabilisers, colorants,
plasticisers, etc.) potentially released by
material in contact with food, such as
containers, work surfaces or packaging.

• These principles were elaborated by the
European Committee for Food Contact
Materials and Articles (CD-P-MCA) and
supplement the relevant European Union and
national regulations.

• Overall, the resolution aims at harmonising
regulatory approaches to consumer health
protection across Europe.

• The annex to this resolution includes guiding
principles for the implementation of suitable
policies in the member states and technical
guidance for specific materials, such as paper
and board, metals and alloys, coatings or
silicones.

New Council of Europe resolution to 
strengthen safety of food contact 
materials

https://www.edqm.eu/en/news/new-council-europe-resolution-strengthen-safety-food-contact-materials
https://www.edqm.eu/en/news/new-council-europe-resolution-strengthen-safety-food-contact-materials
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Resolution CM/Res(2020)9

Appendix to Resolution CM/Res(2020)9

European Committee for Food Contact Materials and Articles (CD-P-MCA)

APPENDIX: GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS AND ARTICLES

1. Purpose and Scope

2. Definitions

3. General Requirements

3.1 Substances used in the manufacture of food contact materials and articles

3.2 European Committee for Food Contact Materials and Articles (CD-P-MCA)

3.3 SML, SRL, OML, ORL, QM and QMA

4. Risk Assessment

5. Labelling

6. Traceability

7. Good Manufacturing Practice

8. Compliance Documents

8.1 Documents supporting compliance and safety (supporting documentation)

8.2 Declaration of compliance

9. Compliance Testing

10. Technical Guides

https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a#_Toc49350212
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a#_Toc49350213
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a#_Toc49350214
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a#_Toc49350215
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a#_Toc49350216
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a#_Toc49350217
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a#_Toc49350218
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a#_Toc49350219
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a#_Toc49350220
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a#_Toc49350221
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a#_Toc49350222
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a#_Toc49350223
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a#_Toc49350224
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a#_Toc49350225
https://search.coe.int/cm/pages/result_details.aspx?objectid=09000016809fe04a#_Toc49350226
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Appendix: Guiding Principles / Technical Guides 

• Scope: all FCM under Regulation (EC) No 1935/2004 which are not 
covered by specific measures at the EU level

• ‘Harmonised approach’ to ensure safety and quality

• Technical guides to cover material-specific issues (restrictions for 
substances to be used in the manufacture, testing issues, etc.)

• Technical guide for compliance documentation and declaration of 
compliance
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Appendix: Guiding Principles

• Requirements applicable to all material types / avoid repetition in each 
technical guide 

• References to existing EU-provisions (Reg. 1935/2004; GMP, Traceability, 
etc.)

• Key elements

• Principles for intentionally-used substances

• Compliance documentation and declaration of compliance for all 
FCM
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Principles for intentionally-used substances

a. Approved for material-specific applications (modalities for 
compiling/publishing/updating, e.g. substance lists to be agreed) 

b. Referenced in EU or national legislations/official recommendations (links in the 
technical guides) 

c. ‘Non-evaluated’: no migration (LOD < 0.01 mg/kg) provided they are non-CMR, 
CMR suspect, nano

If a, b, c not applicable: self assessment by the operators, in accordance with 
internationally-recognised scientific principles on risk assessment and EFSA’s 
guidance (note for guidance, genotoxicity) provided not infringing EU or national 
legislations/official recommendations
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Compliance Documents

• Description of documentation supporting compliance and safety
(supporting documentation)

>  Detailed information expected in specific technical guide

• Content of declaration of compliance (DOC) – recommended for
all FCM/all material types

• DoC based on Annex IV to Reg. (EU) No 10/2011 (adaptations where
necessary)
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Resolution CM/Res(2020)9…

…calls for harmonised  measures in 
the following countries: 

European Pharmacopoeia Members

Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Republic of Moldova,
Montenegro, Netherlands, North Macedonia, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovak Republic,
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey,
Ukraine, United Kingdom and the European Union.

… and others benefit from the European experience, such as the European Pharmacopoeia Observers

Algeria, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Brazil, Canada, China, Georgia, Guinea, India, Israel, Japan,
Kazakhstan, Republic of Korea, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mexico, Morocco, Russian Federation, Senegal, Singapore, South
Africa, Syria, Tunisia, the United States of America, Uzbekistan, the Taiwan Food and Drug Administration (TFDA) and the
World Health Organization (WHO).

https://www.edqm.eu/en/list-ph-eur-members-observers
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CD-P-MCA: European Committee for FCM

Intergovernmental Steering Committee 

• reports to the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe

• Members: delegates from the 39 Ph. Eur. countries incl 27 EU 

member states

• Plenary sessions 1-2 times a year

• Ad hoc WG, teleconf., e-WG

• Rapporteurs assigned to projects

• To join the work, contact the secretariat at consumer.health@edqm.eu

mailto:consumer.health@edqm.eu
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CD-P-MCA: On-going activities

Technical Guides supplementing Resolution CM/Res(2020)9:

• DoC + Compliance Documentation (new document)

• Metals and alloys 

• Paper and Board 

• Coatings (follow-up EFSA-FIP taskforce), cork, resins for adsorption 
and ion exchange, printing inks

• Printing inks (peer-review of multi-analyte methods)

• Enamels – proposal to elaborate guidance



13 © 2020 EDQM, Council of Europe. All rights reserved.

Access to FCM information

• https://www.edqm.eu/en/food-contact-materials-and-articles 
https://www.edqm.eu/en/faq-helpdesk-patient-consumer

https://www.edqm.eu/en/food-contact-materials-and-articles
https://www.edqm.eu/en/faq-helpdesk-patient-consumer
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Thank you for your attention

EDQM Newsletter: https://go.edqm.eu/Newsletter
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/edqm/
Twitter: @edqm_news
Facebook: @EDQMCouncilofEurope


