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EU Animal Welfare Strategy

• All outstanding actions completed

• 3 reports adopted since November 2017:

1. killing of farmed fish COM/2018/087 final

2. application of broilers' directive COM/2018/0181 final

3. impact of EU international activities on animal welfare
COM/2018/42 final



The first EU Reference Centre
for Animal Welfare

• Designated in March 2018
• Will provides scientific and technical support for

official controls
• Work programme 2018: mapping out current

structures and activities

• Will focus on welfare of pigs



EU Platform on Animal Welfare

• 21 June 2018

Enforcement

• outcomes of the subgroup on transport (May 2018)

• establishment of the subgroup on pig welfare (tail docking)

Voluntary initiatives

• Welfare of farmed fish



EU Platform on Animal Welfare (2)
Information & knowledge sharing

• the Report on the impact of animal welfare international 
activities

• The EU Coordinated Control Plan on online sales of dogs 
cats (CCP) 

• The Digital Tool for Platform Members

Own initiatives:

• Responsible ownership and care of equidae (led DK) 
• Health and welfare of pets in trade (led NL)



Legislation on killing

• In 2017 EFSA published an opinion on low atmospheric 
pressure system for the stunning of broiler chickens

• Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/723 of 16 
May 2018 amending Annexes I and II to Council Regulation 
(EC) No 1099/2009 on the protection of animals at the time of 
killing as regards the approval of low atmospheric pressure 
stunning 



Educational materials on killing
• Targeted users

• Slaughterhouse workers 

• Farmers 

• Key deliverables in 22 EU languages 
• 11 Factsheets on specific topics 

• One video

• A3 format sent to all Member States

• On SANTE website 
https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/welfare/practice/slaughter_en



Factsheets - slaughter 
Subject 
matter 

Animal species

Handling 
and 

restraining 
operations 

in small 
slaughterho

uses

Cattle, sheep and 
goats

Pigs

Poultry 
(chickens and turkeys)

Stunning, 
monitoring 

and 
standard 
operating 

procedures 
in small 

slaughterho
use

Cattle

Sheep

Pigs

Poultry 
(chickens and turkeys)



Factsheets - on farm killing 

Subject 
matter

Animal 
species

Culling or 
slaughter for 
direct supply

Pigs/piglets
Sheep and 

goats

Poultry 
(chickens, 

turkeys, ducks 
and geese)

Rabbits



Video
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Thank you for your attention!


