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Current activity - UK

• FAWC – Farm Animal Welfare 
Committee

• 2014 report

• 2021/22 – AWC – update to report



Legislation 

• UK 
• Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006

• at Article 3.1 of Council Regulation (EC) 1099/2009, that ‘animals shall be 

spared any avoidable pain, distress or suffering during their killing and related 

operations’ (relates to fish)

• Norway
• Specific legislation

Regulations relating to slaughterhouses and production facilities for 
aquaculture animals

❖ § 13. Handling and sedation
❖ § 14. Anaesthetic
❖ § 15. Euthanasia

• Ireland
• Article 3.1 of Council Regulation (EC) 1099/2009

• Likely general Health and Welfare legislation



Non-regulatory

• Codes of Practice / standards
• e.g. RSPCA Assured (UK / Ireland) – Scotland =  100% of companies

• Humane Slaughter Association

• Other customer 

• Importance of these standards should not be 
underestimated

• Customer / retailer driven



Practices: Pre-slaughter

• Noting – Harvest vessels and land based facilities

• Pre-harvest considerations
• Health and welfare of the stock

• Feed withdrawal

• Crowding

• Pumping onto the wellboat

• Transit to land based harvest facility



Practices: Slaughter

• Pumping onshore

• Option 1) Dewatering
• Electrical sedation (not all)

• Transit to stun / bleed equipment

• Option 2) Swim tanks
• Transit to stun and bleed equipment

• Percussive stun / Bleed



Practices: Post slaughter

• Post stun / bleed checks

• Secondary stun
• Percussive

• Electrical (stun!)

• Traceability / quality checks / feedback loop

• Process
• Time

• CCTV (RSPCA Assured)



Practices: Other

• Moribund / emergency

• Freshwater
• Percussive (individuals)

• Anaesthesia (individuals / higher numbers)

• Emergency (electrical / anaesthesia)

• Seawater
• Percussive (individuals)

• Emergency (population) – expedited harvest / electrical

• Note (Scotland) – no anaesthesia (Environmental regulations)



Other information

• Training
• Veterinary involvement

• Health and welfare

• Trained individuals

• Key drivers:
• Ethical and Moral

• Legal

• Quality

• Commercial / retail

• Reputation

• Economic



Thank you…

• Questions?


