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• ‘2. Member States may adopt national rules aimed at ensuring more extensive protection of animals at 

the time of killing than those contained in this Regulation in relation to the following fields:

• (a) the killing and related operations of animals outside of a slaughterhouse;

• (b) the slaughtering and related operations of farmed game as defined in point 1.6 of Annex I to Regulation 

(EC) No 853/2004, including reindeer;

• (c) the slaughtering and related operations of animals in accordance with Article 4(4).

• Member States shall notify the Commission of any such national rules. The Commission shall bring 

them to the attention of the other Member States.’

Stricter measures
Art. 26(2) 



Notification regarding the

competence of persons killing 

or slaughtering sheep, goats 

or pigs for private domestic 

consumption (BE-Flanders)



ANIMAL WELFARE CODEX

Flanders: 

Art. 39, §3 of the Animal Welfare Codex of the 17th of May 2024:

‘Slaughter of pigs, sheep and goats for private domestic consumption, outside of a 
slaughterhouse or an approved temporary slaughtering facility, is prohibited.’

Exemptions:

- Active farmers (as defined for the CAP)
- Persons who possess a certificate of competence for the slaughter of animals and 

are in possession of stunning equipment



ART. 39 §3 of ANIMAL WELFARE CODEX

• Entry into force : 1/1/2025

• Entry into force of the obligation to have a certificate of competence: 1/1/2026
(additional year of transitional period, foreseen to allow for the organisation of 
courses) 



CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCE

• On the 13th of February 2026, the Flemish Government approved new legislation
concerning the certificate of competence for the slaughter of pigs, sheep and goats
for private domestic consumption.

• Adaptation of an existing Government of Flanders Order *, regarding the certificate
of competence for slaughterhouse personnel

*Government of Flanders Order of 19/02/2016 regarding the protection of animals at slaughter
and killing



CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCE

• Certificates of competence for slaughterhouse personnel and Animal Welfare Officers
are also valid for the slaughter of pigs, sheep or goats for private domestic consumption
outside a slaughterhouse

• Specific certificate of competence for slaughter for private domestic consumption
outside of a slaughterhouse:

- Approved training course
- Exam consisting of a least 30 questions and covering every species treated in the

course
- Candidate should obtain at least 60 % of points to obtain the certificate
- Validity of 5 years (afterwards a refresher course should be taken to prolong the

certificate)
- Certificate is species-specific



Thank you
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