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Epidemiological situation – September 2017



Stignano: April 2017

PAFF, May 2017



Questions posed by the new findings

1) The apiaries in Siderno and Stignano are on the Ionian Sea side of 
Calabria region, this means that SHB crossed the mountains 

2) No further SHB detection in that part of Calabria so far

3) The apiary in Stignano (outside the previous 20 km radius 
protection zone) belongs to a beekeeper who owned 2 other 
apiaries in the previous protection zone

4) No at risk movements of apiaries was detected



Epidemiological situation: September 2017

Protection zone (30 km radius) since April 2017



Epidemiological situation: September 2017

Protection zone of 30 km radius September 2014 - September 2017



Measures adopted in Sicily region following 
Villa S. Giovanni’s infested sentinel nucs



Sentinel honey bee nucleus colonies in Sicily 
region facing Calabria coast



Strait of Messina

At its narrowest point, between Torre Faro and Villa San Giovanni, is 3.1 km 
(1.9 mi) wide

The strait then widens southward to 8, 10 and 20 km

There is no scientific evidence of the distance that 

SHB can fly (supposed 10-13 km) 

SHB carriage by the wind (also supposed but 

not demonstrated) 

The winds of the strait blow mainly southerly

(from south to north)
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Surveillance activity in Sicily region carried out 
according to the National program



Comments as of September 2017

The spreads within Calabria occurred:

 across natural barriers (mountains), 2 apiaries, Ionian coast

 epidemiological investigation did not clarify how they happened

 protection zone of 30 km

 sentinel nuclei were effective in detecting SHB spreading

 Central and Local (Sicily) Authorities immediately reacted to the 

new findings in Calabria (July 2017) with new sentinels in place

 intensive active surveillance still in progress in Sicily region



Thank you for your attention


