
Member States seeking a financial contribution from the European Union for national 
programmes of eradication, control and surveillance shall submit online this application 
completely filled out. 
  
In case of difficulty, please contact SANTE-VET-PROG@ec.europa.eu, describe the issue 
and mention the version of this document:

Submission Number

1441384287271-6679

Submission Date

Friday, September 04, 2015 19:30:59

2015 1.03

Your current version of Acrobat is: 11.015

Instructions to complete the form: 

1) You need to have at least the Adobe Reader version 8.1.3 or higher to fill and submit 
this form. 

2) To verify your data entry while filling your form, you can use the “verify form” button at 
the top of each page. 

3) When you have finished filling the form, verify that your internet connection is active, 
save a copy on your computer and then click on the “submit notification” button below. 
If the form is properly filled, the notification will be submitted to the EU server and a 
submission number will appear in the corresponding field. 
If you don't succeed to submit your programme following this procedure, check with your 
IT service that the security settings of your computer are compatible with this online 
submission procedure. 

4) All programmes submitted online are kept in a central database. However only the 
information in the last submission is used when processing the data. 

5) IMPORTANT: Once you have received the submission number, save the form on your 
computer for your records. 

6) If the form is not properly filled in, an alert box will appear indicating the number of 
incorrect fields. Please check your form again, complete it and re-submit it according to 
steps 3). Should you still have difficulties, please contact SANTE-VET-PROG@ec.europa.
eu. 

7) For simplification purposes you are invited to submit multi-annual programmes. 
8) As mentioned during the Plenary Task Force of 28/2/2014, you are invited to submit your 

programmes in English.

Annex IV : Programme for the surveillance of Avian Influenza in 
poultry and wild birds submitted for obtaining EU cofinancing
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : BULGARIA

Disease avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

This program is multi annual :  no

Request of  Union co-financing 
from beginning of :   

2016
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

1.1  Contact

Name : Dr Tsvyatko Alexandrov

Phone : +359 2 915 98 42

Your job type within the  CA : Head of Animal Health Unit, Animal Health and Welfare, Feed Cont

Email : t_alexandrov@bfsa.bg

2. Description and implementation of the surveillance programme in 
poultry

2.1.1  Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and  
coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the 
programme

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Bulgarian Food Safety Agency (BFSA) is the competent authorities for control and surveillance of the AI 
programme. 
Department “Infectious diseases” within Directorate “Animal health and Welfare” at the Headquarters of 
BFSA has the following responsibilities: 
1. To draft the AI surveillance programme and to submit it for approval to the European Commission. 
2. To control the implementation of the surveillance programme. 
3. To collect and analyse the data on the animals tested  
4. To summarize the data on positive holdings. 
5. To keep a register in the database of all holdings under the porgramme 
6. To send annual report to the European Commission containing the data referred to in points 3-5. 
At regional level the Regional Food Safety Department (RFSD) and the heads of departments “Animal 
health” have the following responsibilities: 
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

1. To control and to implement the AI surveillance programme at regional level. 
  2. To collect and analyse the data on the poultry tested in the region. 
  3. To summarize the data on positive animals. 
  4. To summarize the data on the surveillance costs incurred at regional level.   
  5. To keep a register in the database of all holdings 
  6. To send annual reports containing the data referred to in points 1-5 to Directorate “Animal health 
and welfare” at BFSA. 
The municipal veterinarian has the following responsibilities:   
  1. To control and to implement the AI surveillance programme at the relevant municipality. 
  2. To control the sampling  and the sending samples to the laboratories. 
  3. To collect and analyse the data on the poultry tested in the veterinary units located on the territory of 
the relevant municipality. 
4. To summarize the data on positive animals. 
 5. To summarize the data on the AI surveillance costs incurred by the relevant municipality. 
 6.  To keep a register in the database of all holdings 
 
The Programme is been performed under the assistance rendered by the local associations of 
ornithologists and by the local units of the national Union of Hunters and Anglers of Bulgaria. 

2.1.2  System in place for the registration of holdings 

(max. 32000 chars) : 

All commercial holdings are registered in accordance with Article 137 of the law of the Veterinary 
activity. The register of commercial holdings are entered into the national electronic database and 
maintained by Headquarter at the BFSA. The records on registration of farms are kept at central level 
(Headquarter at BFSA) and local level (RFSDs). 
The size limit for poultry to be registered obligatorily is as follow: 
- flocks with more than 500 poultry broilers 
- flocks with more than 250 poultry breeding hens 
- flocks with more than 350 poultry laying hens 
- flocks with more than 250 poultry turkeys 
General requirements on holding registration are provided in Art. 51 of the law of the Veterinary Activity.

2.1.3  Design (risk based surveillance or surveillance based on 
representative sampling taking into account criteria in Annex I of 
Commission Decision 2010/367/EC)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The surveillance design in the programme is based on two approaches- risk based sampling and the 



Page 5 of 31

ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

representative sampling. 
Risk-based surveillance: 
The criteria and risk factors used to draft the risk-based surveillance design are the surveillance data in 
the country, AI cases recorded in the country and neighbor countries in past years and location of the 
poultry holding in areas with a high density of migratory wild birds or areas where the migratory wild 
water birds may gather. 
In 2006 AI has been found in swans in four regions in the country – Vidin, Dobrich, Varna and Burgas. 
Concerning the epidemiological situation in the country in last years, please see point 5 in the 
programme. 
All regions bordering on Romania are considered as regions with high risk of AI because of the AI cases 
recorded in Romania and in the Danube Delta. 
Concerning the migratory wild birds, the regions of Silistra , Dobrich, Varna and Burgas are the regions 
where pass a migratory route ( named Via Pontica). 
Based on these facts there are 10 administrative regions identified as such of higher risk with regards to 
AI ( Vidin, Montana, Vratsa, Pleven, Veliko Turnovo, Ruse, Silistra, Dobrich, Varna and Burgas). Samples 
for serological surveillance will be taken from all poultry holdings located in these 10 administrative 
regions. 
Map of the high-risk regions of the country is shown in the file attached. 
Surveillance based on Representative Sampling: 
Other regions of the country have also been included in the programme as the surveillance design in 
these regions is based on the representative sampling. The number of poultry holdings to be sampled 
under the programme has been determined so that this sampling to be considered as representative 
for the whole of the country. 

2.1.3.1 Short description of  predominant poultry population and types of 
poultry production

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The numbers of poultry flocks, per poultry production category located in the country as by the end of 
2014 and to be included in the programme are as follows: 
 
Laying hens : There are 107 laying hen holdings with 2 346 142 poultry  and 32 breeding flock holdings 
with 1 361 889 poultry, totally 139 holdings.  
Turkey: There are one turkey breeding holding with 8100 birds and one fattening turkey holding with 
4400 birds.  
Farmed game:.There are five aviaries in the country. 
Broilers- there are 179 broiler holdings rearing almost 9,500,000 broilers for a period of one year. 
Backyards holdings There are 307 034 holdings rearing 1,688,687 birds.  
Waterfowl - geese and mallards:There are 151 waterfowl holdings with a total of 1,538,856 fattening and 
3 sites with 39,460 breeding.  
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

2.1.3.2 Criteria and risk factors for risk based surveillance(1)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Please see explanations regarding the risk based surveillance described above 
Please see the tables of the poultry holdings to be tested under the programme according to the above 
mentioned surveillance designs in the file attached. 
Please see attached maps: 
-Holdings on the territory of the country 
-Holdings under the programme 
-Via Pontica migration route  

(1) Including maps showing target sampling sites identified as being particularly at risk for the introduction of avian 
influenza virus, taking into account criteria set out in point 4 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EC.

2.2 Target populations  (2)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The sampling of the following poultry species and production categories shall be included in the 
surveillance programme:  
(a) laying hens;  
(b) free range laying hens;  
(c) chicken breeders;  
(d) turkey breeders;  
(e) duck breeders;  
(f) geese breeders; 
(g) fattening turkeys;  
(h) fattening ducks;  
(i) fattening geese;  
(j) farmed game birds (gallinaceous) focusing on adult birds such as breeding birds;  
(k) farmed game birds (waterfowl);  
(l) ratites. 

(2) including MS specific exceptional circumstances as described in Annex I point 3 of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU) 
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