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Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza
version : 2.2

1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : ELLADA

Disease : avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

Request of Community co-financing from beginning of : 2013 to end of 2013

1.1  Contact

Name : S. PERDIKARIS

Phone : +302102125789

Fax. : +302108229188

Email : ka6u043@minagric.gr

2. Description and implementation of the surveillance programme in 
poultry

2.1.1  Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and  
coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the 
programme

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The Central Authority for the Programme is the General Veterinary Directorate of the Ministry of Rural 
Development and Food / Animal Health Directorate. The Department of Avian, Fish and Bee Pathology 
of the Animal Health Directorate is responsible for the description of the Programme, the follow up of 
the necessary procedures and the collection and elaboration of the data. 
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2.1.2  System in place for the registration of holdings 

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Holdings are registered by using the NUTS (3) code in conjunction with a unique prefectural number 
assigned to them by the Competent Veterinary Authority. Thus every holding is easily identified and 
traceability is secured.

2.1.3  Design (risk based or surveillance based on representative sampling)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The surveillance programme in poultry to be carried out in Greece in 2013 is based on representative 
sampling. It takes into account the guidelines set out in Commission decision 2010/367/EU adjusted to 
the most recent national data regarding the number and location of poultry holdings, production type 
and poultry population per category.  
 
The objective of this programme is to establish an active serological survey throughout Greece in order 
to secure early detection of circulating avian influenza virus and appliance of all necessary measures in 
accordance with Directive 2005/94/EC. It aims at detecting: 
             a) low pathogenic avian influenza (LPAI) of subtypes H5 and H7 in gallinaceous birds and ratites 
thereby complementing other existing early detection systems and subsequently preventing possible 
mutation of these viruses to highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI); 
            b) LPAI of subtypes H5 and H7 and HPAI in domestic waterfowl. 
 
In the framework of the survey programme, blood samples from commercial flocks of gallinaceous 
birds are scheduled to be collected from their sheds and/or from abattoirs during slaughtering.  
Surveillance will primarily focus on chicken breeders, laying hens, free range broilers, fattening turkeys 
and poultry, mainly chicken, meant to be sold for use as backyard. The other poultry categories, 
although in a lesser extent, shall be also included in sampling plan in order to ensure wide range 
coverage of native poultry population.  
 
The number of holdings  to be sampled per poultry category is in accordance to Tables 1 and 2 of point 
5 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EU and serological sampling is stratified throughout the 
whole territory of Greece.  
 
Analytical presentation of the sampling plan and sampling procedures per poultry category is laid 
down in section 2.3 of this form.  
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In order to optimise efficiency and avoid additional unnecessary entry of persons into poultry holdings 
sampling should whenever possible be combined with sampling for other purposes. 
 
All kinds of samples will be packaged and sent by the Veterinary Directorate or institution responsible, 
to the designated laboratories. Four state veterinary laboratories will be involved: 
i) The Avian Pathology Dept. of the Center of Institutions of Thessalonica (80, 26th October Street, 
54627 Thessalonica) which is designated as the Greek National Reference Laboratory for Avian 
Influenza and has the responsibilities that are foreseen in Council Directive 2005/94/EE will be acting as 
coordinator for the laboratory tests to be performed and will accept samples from the areas of Thrace 
and Macedonia. 
ii) The Avian Pathology Dept. of the Center of Institutions of Athens (26, Neapoleos Street, 15310 Agia 
Paraskevi, Athens) which is designated as the Greek National Laboratory for Newcastle Disease, which 
will accept samples from Peloponnesus and the islands of Aegean Sea. 
iii) The State Veterinary Laboratory of Chalkis, which will accept samples from Center Greece and Evia 
island. 
iv) The State Veterinary Laboratory of Ioannina, which will accept samples from the area of Epirus 
(north-western Greece). 
 
Every Prefecture Veterinary Directorate or every local veterinary office, upon dispatching samples to 
the relevant laboratory will in written notify the relevant State Veterinary Laboratory and General 
Veterinary Directorate of Ministry of Rural Development and Food about : 
-number and kind of samples sent 
-species and number of farms/birds sampled-location-owner 
-identification number of holding sampled  
-date and means of dispatch 
 
The laboratories upon obtaining the results from the tests they will perform, will in written inform the 
NRL and the General Veterinary Directorate of the Ministry of Agriculture, mentioning: 
-protocol number of dispatch-relevant veterinary authority 
-number and kind of samples examined 
-species and number of farms/birds sampled-location-owner 
-laboratory tests used and results 
-identification number of holding tested positive 
 
All necessary measures shall be applied according to Community legislation whenever laboratory 
results and epidemiological data set the suspicion or confirmation of either HPAI or LPAI. 
 
 Positive and negative results of surveillance of poultry will be submitted to the Commission of the EU 
by the General Veterinary Directorate of the Ministry of Rural Development and Food through the 
Commission on-line system. Two 6-month period reports will be submitted by forwarding them within 
a period of four weeks following the end of the months covered by the report.  
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2.1.3.1 Short description of  predominant poultry population and types of 
poultry production

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Based on recent data, Gallus gallus species represent the majority of farmed poultry, mainly reared in 
two types, egg and meat production. The annual laying population varies between 6,3 and 6,400,000 
layers while around 115-120,000,000 broilers are fattened per year. In order to cover this kind of 
production, a significant number of chicken breeder farms also exist. A less important category in terms 
of production size, but quite significant for biosecurity reasons, is the farming of chicken meant to be 
sold for use as backyard. 
 
The breeding of other species of poultry in Greece continues to be very limited and consists of seasonal 
turkey rearing with a rather small number of farms and a small number of turkeys per farm. Ostrich 
rearing has started showing signs of decline leading to a gradual reduce in the number of ratite holdings 
while quail rearing is represented by only a few farms. Ducks and geese are mainly kept as backyard 
poultry and a limited number of holdings rear them, usually along with other poultry species,  for the 
purpose of selling them later for use as backyard. 
 
According to current data, broiler type holdings are mainly concentrated in the Northwest area of the  
country and especially in Epirus territory (Prefecture of Ioannina and Prefecture of Arta), while a relatively 
large number of this type of farms are located  in the Prefectures of Evia, Attica, Viotia, Arkadia, Pieria, 
and Thessaloniki.  Holdings rearing laying hens are mainly located in the Prefectures of Attica and 
Thessaloniki, followed by the Prefectures of Viotia, Evros, Korinthia and Argolida. Reproductive flocks are 
reared mainly in Epirus and Evia and less in Attica and Viotia Prefectures. More than half of the farms 
rearing poultry, mainly chicken, that is meant to be sold for use as backyard are located in the Prefecture 
of Attica. Very small number or no Gallus gallus farms exist in the other Prefectures.  Turkey farms are 
located mainly in Northern and Central Greece, while οstrich farms are more evenly distributed 
throughout the whole country.

2.1.3.2 Criteria and risk factors for risk based surveillance(1)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Surveillance will not be risk-based.
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(1) Including maps showing target sampling sites identified as being particularly at risk for the introduction of avian 
influenza virus, taking into account criteria set out in point 4 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EC. 

  
 

2.2 Target populations  (2)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Surveillance will not be risk-based.

(2) including MS specific exceptional circumstances as described in Annex I point 3 of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU) 
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