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• 26,675,267 animals (Spain 1st producer in the EU)

• 38% PFG / 15% PFA

• 4,649,000 MT (18.2% EU)

• Production value: €6,000 M/year

• Total business value: €16,000 M (direct and indirect)

• 1st EU exporter and 3rd worldwide

• More than 1M jobs related to the sector (300,000 direct jobs)

Strategic sector for national economy
High exports (self-supply 192%)

Very sensitive sector to changes in trade situation

ASF AND PIG HEALTH IS PRIORITY FOR SPAIN

Pig sector in Spain



Campaign “Prevent feeding wild animals – It’s not natural”
targeted at Society in general

Massive diffusion through social media and YouTube
two campaigns in 2021 and 2022
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Awareness campaigns targeted at international travellers coming to 
Spain
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In collaboration with airports 
management Agency  (AENA)  



Awareness campaigns targeted at workers coming from Eastern Europe
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https://www.mapa.gob.es/es/ganaderia/temas/sanidad-animal-higiene-
ganadera/guiavigilanciasanitariafaunasilvestre_tcm30-511596.PDF

Guide on Surveillance in Wildlife

https://www.mapa.gob.es/es/ganaderia/temas/sanidad-animal-higiene-ganadera/guiavigilanciasanitariafaunasilvestre_tcm30-511596.PDF


Objectives

Components

 Demonstrate free status of absent diseases in wildlife (eg: ASF)
 Monitor the prevalence or/and epidemiological situation of other diseases 

affecting wild life (eg: Aujeszky disease, TB, etc).

 Active surveillance: minimum number of samples to be taken every year in 
each county. Samples taken from hunting grounds, with distribution among 
counties depending on previous year hunting bags. 

 In case of wild boars: (95-5) min. 2070 samples/year (ASF, CSF)
 Passive surveillance: any suspicious case (animals found sick or dead) of any 

of the diseases included in the Program must be reported to the OVS of the 
AACC who will decide about the seriousness of the case and further actions.

Early detection and effective measures

National Surveillance Program in Wildlife



Project MAPA-IREC  
Network of 15 pilot points for the application of integrated surveillance systems 

Future: National network of points for the surveillance of wildlife in Spain

• 3 components:

1. Passive health surveillance 
(dead or sick animals > DETECT 
and COMMUNICATE)

2. Active sanitary surveillance 
(captured animals > OBSERVE 
and SAMPLE)

3. Population monitoring 
(abundances > MONITOR)



National Action Plan for mid-long term management of 
wild boar populations

Coordinated strategy between Animal Health, Hunting sector and Environment authorities, both at
central, regional and local level.

 Long-term sustainable strategy and adapted to specificities of each region.
Strategic approach for prevention/control ASF in EU.

Foundations

• There is a problem of overpopulation of wild boars in certain areas of Spain.
• It is necessary to manage, with a tendency to decrease, the population of wild

boars in these areas.
• It is necessary to identify and eliminate obstacles to address effective

management, especially through hunting.
• It is necessary to eliminate/control factors that are driver of the overpopulation

situation.
• The plan have a package of measures proposed at national level that must be

adapted though regional plans by the regional authority and stakeholders at local
level.

• 2021_22 has been the first year of implementation; indicators have been collected
and we are study the information to make correction and changes for next year
implementation.



Awareness campaigns targeted at hunting sector
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Awareness campaigns in coordination with hunting sector organizations 
taking advantage of their platforms 
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documentoinformativoppafundacionartemisan_tcm30-520657.PDF 
(mapa.gob.es) https://youtu.be/IhFYxZaH-ns

https://www.mapa.gob.es/es/ganaderia/temas/sanidad-animal-higiene-ganadera/documentoinformativoppafundacionartemisan_tcm30-520657.PDF
https://youtu.be/IhFYxZaH-ns


14th of June of 2018 4th of December of 2018

Joint meetings between domestic and wildlife animal health (animal 
health, hunting and environment)



Awareness campaigns: communication of ASF risk

• Periodical mails to contact list informing about relevant events on the ASF epidemiology, including notes and 
reports, including reminders about the importance of biosecurity and passive surveillance.  

• Updated report of the ASF situation at international & EU level, published on the MAPA website.  
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https://www.mapa.gob.es/es/ganaderia/temas/sanidad-animal-
higiene-ganadera/informeppa_2022-05-31_tcm30-437584.pdf

https://www.mapa.gob.es/es/ganaderia/temas/sanidad-animal-higiene-ganadera/informeppa_2022-05-31_tcm30-437584.pdf


Awareness campaigns targeted at transporters and drivers

14

Massive difusion to Transport sector in collaboration 
with the National Transport Committee of the 

Ministry of Transport in 2022.



Awareness campaign on biosecurity targeted at farmers of small and backyard holdings
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Awareness campaign on BSC in intensive pig sector
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Awareness campaign on BSC in extensive pig sector
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Objectives

Components

 Demonstrate free status of ASF & CSF
 Early detection of suspicious cases
 Enhanced Program in 2014 and 2018, adapted to the ASF epidemiological 

situation

 Risk based serological active surveillance on pig holdings
 Serological and virological active surveillance on pig batches coming from 

other MMSS and third countries
 Active surveillance on chosen representative slaughterhouses (PM inspection)
 C&D conditions control on vehicles which transporting animals from other 

countries
 Passive surveillance: detection and communication of suspicious cases
 Annual communication of results to the Ministry on data-basis (RASVE)

Early detection and effective measures

National Surveillance Program in domestic pigs



• Strategic plan first implemented in 2016 with the frame objective to evaluate 
and improve biosecurity in the pig sector to reduce risk of ASF. 

• We have implemented 3 phases so far:
• Phase 1 (2015-18): objective of national evaluation of the level of BSC in Spanish pig

holdings (good BSC but with detection of significant % of important deficiencies) and
increase level of awareness among farmers.

• Phase 2 (2018-2021): implemented on certain pre-selected holdings based on the
presence of critical deficiencies and including also non-evaluated holdings and holdings
receiving pig batches from other MMSS) with the main objective of correction the
deficiencies detected in a specific frame of time given to the operator.

• Phase 3 (2022-2023) (ongoing): specific targeted at holdings complying with risk-based
criteria (non-inspected since 2018, holdings with medium or lower levels of BSC, etc.),
the detection of deficiencies is subject to correction in a time frame given to the farmer.
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National Strategic Plan for Biosecurity in pig holdings



Components

• Biosecurity survey specifically developed to assess Biosecurity in extensive, 
intensive and small farms (voluntary in small holdings / self-consumption 
excluded)

• Central national database (BIOSEGPOR) and specific website about 
biosecurity in the MAPA website.

• Awareness campaign in cooperation with pig-sector associations.

20

National Strategic Plan for Biosecurity in pig holdings



Contingency 

• National contingency plan for ASF.

• Operational Manual for prevention and control of ASF.

• Simulation exercises to test capacity of response against ASF.
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Contingency Plan for ASF in Spain



COMMUNICATION PLAN

- Internal communication strategy
- External communication strategy



Other complementary protocols for contingency
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protocolo_busqueda_jabalies_ppa_tcm30-537914.pdf 
(mapa.gob.es)

protocolo_eliminacion_cadaveres_jabali_ppa_final11_05_2
020_tcm30-537915.pdf (mapa.gob.es)

https://www.mapa.gob.es/es/ganaderia/temas/sanidad-animal-higiene-ganadera/protocolo_busqueda_jabalies_ppa_tcm30-537914.pdf
https://www.mapa.gob.es/es/ganaderia/temas/sanidad-animal-higiene-ganadera/protocolo_eliminacion_cadaveres_jabali_ppa_final11_05_2020_tcm30-537915.pdf


Diagnostic capacity

- Network of regional official laboratories coordinated by the LNR for ASF Algete 
(Madrid) which in turn is coordinated with the EURL.

- 27 laboratories capable of serology / 17 capable of PCR > laboratory capacity 
guaranteed in the event of an outbreak.

- Common protocols and uniform criteria  Guaranteed reliability.

ASF NRL: Central Veterinary Laboratory located in Algete

• The highest quality standards (ISO 17.025 Standard and ISO 14.001 Standard

• Equipped with the most modern technology for the diagnosis of ASF.

• With more than 300 m2 of level 3 biological containment laboratory that allows the safe 
handling of the ASF virus.
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Other preventive measures

Legal acts which contribute to the prevention against ASF

• Royal Decree 138/2020, on January 28, which establishes the basic regulations on sanitary actions in
game species that act as a reservoir of tuberculosis (Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex).

• Royal Decree 50/2018, of February 2, which develops the rules for the control of animal by-products not
intended for human consumption and animal health, in the hunting practice of big game.

• Implementation of Royal Decree 949/2021, of November 2, which establishes the regulatory bases for
the granting of subsidies for investments in biosafety for the improvement or construction of cleaning and
disinfection centers for road transport vehicles livestock, as well as for investments in biosecurity in
nurseries, undertaken by certain producers of plant reproductive materials, within the framework of the
Recovery, Transformation and Resilience Plan.

• Modification of RD 638/2019 of November 8, which establishes the basic conditions that must be met by
cleaning and disinfection centers for vehicles dedicated to the road transport of live animals, products for
feeding production animals and by-products of animal origin not intended for human consumption, and
the National Registry of cleaning and disinfection centers is created.
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• Active participation in international forums on ASF.

• Support and transfer of information to EFSA for the ENETWILD project through IREC.

• Coordination with neighboring countries in annual meetings with the Portuguese and French
authorities, to discuss animal health topics of common interest, including since several years ASF
and wild boar population management strategies on both sides of the border.

• Training course prepared in collaboration with FAO-REU on February-March 2023 with participation
of 500 veterinarians, including OVS as well as private veterinarians from the pig sector (Second
edition foreseen for end of 2023).

27

Other preventive measures



THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR ATTENTION


