
 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
HEALTH AND CONSUMERS DIRECTORATE-GENERAL 
 
Director General 

 
 
 
 
 

SANCO/10247/2013 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Programmes for the eradication, control and monitoring of certain 
animal diseases and zoonoses 

 
 
 

Survey programme for 
Avian Influenza 

 
 

Slovenia 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Approved* for 2013 by Commission Decision 2012/761/EU 
 
 
 
 
 

* in accordance with Council Decision 2009/470/EC 
 
 
 
 

Commission européenne, B-1049 Bruxelles / Europese Commissie, B-1049 Brussel - Belgium. Telephone: (32-2) 299 11 11. 



Page 2 sur 27
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1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : SLOVENIJA

Disease : avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

Request of Community co-financing from beginning of : 2013 to end of 2013

1.1  Contact

Name : Aleksandra Hari

Phone : +386 1 300 13 24

Fax. : *386 1 300 13 56

Email : aleksandra.hari@gov.si

2. Description and implementation of the surveillance programme in 
poultry

2.1.1  Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and  
coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the 
programme

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Veterinary Administration of the Republic of Slovenia (VARS) is a body within the Ministry of Agriculture 
and of the Environment (MAE) and is the Competent Authority in charge of supervising and coordinating 
the departments responsible for implementing the programme. VARS is among other things competent 
for: 
- preparation of national control programmes; 
- implementation of official controls; 
- collection of data for the valuation of results, and for the annual submission of data to the European 
Commission. 
VARS includes: VARS Main Office, Office for Internal Official Control (including 10 VARS Regional Offices), 



Page 3 sur 27

Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza
version : 2.2

and Office for Border Official Control (including 6 Border Inspection Posts). 
VARS Regional Offices (10) are responsible for the implementation of checks , for the control of 
implementation of the national control programmes, for the implementation of official sampling, and for 
the implementation of measures in case of disease outbreaks. 
 
On the basis of annual Decree on carrying out of systematic surveillance of animal diseases and 
vaccination of animals, monitoring and survey programmes for each year are laid down. Samples for 
serological examination shall be taken by private practitioners with concession. Samples collected for 
other purposes shall be used, whenever possible. Testing of samples shall be carried out at the NVI, 
Laboratory for contagious poultry diseases, functioning as the National reference laboratory for avian 
influenza (NRL for AI) of the Republic of Slovenia.

2.1.2  System in place for the registration of holdings 

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The Veterinary compliance criteria act (UL RS No 93/05) is laying down in Articles 7 and 11 that holdings 
under veterinary control must be registered or reported at VARS. Legal and natural persons involved in 
rearing activity must report any changes regarding animals, facilities or other changes to the nearest 
veterinary organisation, which is keeping the register of holdings and animals and notify thereof the 
VARS. 
The Rules on veterinary conditions for the trade in poultry, day-old chicks and hatching eggs in the 
territory of EU and on import from third countries (UL RS No 5/2004 as amended) which transpose 
Council Directive 90/539/EEC, lays down the conditions for approval of pedigree breeding, breeding and 
rearing establishments, and hatcheries. 
The Rules on the protection of farm animals (UL RS No 51/10 and 70/10), which transpose Council 
Directive 2002/4/EC, lays down the conditions for registration of laying hens.

2.1.3  Design (risk based or surveillance based on representative sampling)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Surveillance is based on a representative sampling scheme. The number of poultry holdings to be 
sampled shall at least correspond to those in Tables 1 and 2 of Annex I of Commission Decision 
2010/367/EU, depending on the poultry species. 
Sampling for serological testing for avian influenza shall be stratified throughout the whole territory of 
the Republic of Slovenia, so that samples can be considered as representative for the whole country. 
Density of poultry holdings shall also be taken into consideration.
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2.1.3.1 Short description of  predominant poultry population and types of 
poultry production

(max. 32000 chars) : 

There are approximately 33.500 poultry holdings in Slovenia. Majority of them are backyard flocks, many 
of them with more than one species of poultry. Regarding commercial poultry holdings the main part 
represent the broiler holdings. There are also chicken breeders, but there are no grandparent flocks in 
Slovenia. Smaller part of commercial poultry holdings represent fattening turkeys and laying hens.  
 

2.1.3.2 Criteria and risk factors for risk based surveillance(1)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

/

(1) Including maps showing target sampling sites identified as being particularly at risk for the introduction of avian 
influenza virus, taking into account criteria set out in point 4 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EC. 

  
 

2.2 Target populations  (2)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The target populations comprise the following categories and species of poultry: fattening turkeys, 
chicken breeding flocks, laying hens, ratites and game poultry (pheasants, partridges).  Because there are 
no commercial duck holdings in Slovenia, duck backyard holdings shall be included in the programme.  
1. Fattening turkeys: ten (10) samples per holding shall be taken. In the case of several sheds on a 
holding 5 samples shall be taken from each shed. 
2. Chicken breeding flocks: all 9 chicken breeding flocks are included in the survey programme. The 
number of sheds varies from 2 to 36 sheds per holding. Most holdings have 1 to 8 sheds, with the 
exception of two bigger holdings: one with 36 sheds and the other with 18 sheds. Five (5) samples per 
shed shall be taken. 
3. Laying hens: there are 77 registered or evidented holdings with laying hens in Slovenia. Most holdings 
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include 1 to 2 sheds, but few of them include more than 2 sheds. Ten (10) samples per holding shall be 
taken. In the case of several sheds on a holding 5 samples shall be taken from each shed. 
4. Ratites: in frame of the programme holdings with more than 5 animals shall be sampled. Five (5) 
samples shall be taken at each holding. 
5. Duck backyard holdings: there are 3.606 holdings with ducks in Slovenia; 90 holdings shall be selected 
and 20 samples per holding shall be taken. 
 
In the frame of AI surveillance programme for poultry the virological testing shall be performed on the 
holdings of poultry with positive serological results and/or on holdings with poultry or birds found dead 
(sudden deaths, increased mortality or dead birds which could have contacts with free-living birds (e.g. 
ZOO birds)). Cloacal and oropharyngeal swabs and/or organs shall be taken and samples shall be tested 
virologicaly . There shall be 35 samples tested by M-gene PCR. In case of positive result H5/H7 PCR shall 
be performed (6 tests). In case of H5 and/or H7 positive finding analysis of the cleavage site shall be 
undertaken as soon as possible to determine whether or not it has a highly pathogenic avian influenza 
(HPAI) or a low pathogenic avian influenza (LPAI) motif (sequencing - 3 tests) and also virus isolation test 
on embrionated eggs (3 tests) and determination of virus subtype with HI test shall be performed (3 tests 
for HI test H5/H7 and 3 tests for HI test H1 to H16).

(2) including MS specific exceptional circumstances as described in Annex I point 3 of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU) 
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