European Reference
Centres for Animal Welfare

15th EU Platform on Animal Welfare
17 June 2024




Roles & tasks of the EURCAWS

Introduction of EURCAW-Agua

Recent highlights EURCAW-Ruminants & Equines
EURCAW-Poultry SFA

Univ. of Crete

EURCAW—P|gS SLU - Sweden

ANSES - France

WUR - Netherlands

17 June 2024 .



Roles & Tasks of
the EURCAWS




EU Reference Centers for Animal Welfare

Art. 95 of ‘The Official Controls Regulation’:
“The Commission shall, by means of implementing
acts, designate European Union reference centers
for animal welfare that shall support the activities of
the Commission and of the Member States”
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EU Reference Centers for Animal Welfare

Since October 2018 Since June 2021

Since February 2020 Since February 2024
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Main role
- to assist the NCAs in performing better official
controls and enforce EU animal welfare rules

- to provide scientific information on:

®* On-farm welfare: e.g. Directive 95/58/EC
®* Animal transport: Council Regulation (EC) No 1/2005
®* Protection of animals at the time of killing:

Council Regulation (EC) No 1099/2099
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Target groups

®* Competent Authorities, Policy Workers
and their ‘support bodies’: science, training, communication

This means we cannot formally respond to questions from farmers,
NGQO’s or other stakeholders in the livestock production chain.
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Five main activities

COORDINATED ASSISTANCE

ANIMAL WELFARE INDICATORS
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL STUDIES
TRAINING COURSES

DISSEMINATION

a bk 0 bdPE
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INntroducing
EURCAW-AqQqua

University of Crete




EURCAWaqua

European Reference Centre for the Welfare of Aquatic
Animals

June 2024

Project Manager, UoC
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EURCAW - Agqua

Since January 2024
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The Consortium Coordination Team

s Coordinator

Department of Biology, University of Crete, Greece

s Deputy coordinator

Institute of Parasitology, Biology Centre CAS,
Czech Republic

« Departament de Biologia Animal, de Biologia
Vegetal i d'Ecologia, Facultat de Veterinaria,
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona

17 June 2024 12




The Consortium
Executive Committee

Deputy

Director Director

Project Scientific

Manager coordinator
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EURCAW
Agua

Activity &
role

17 June 2024

The aim of the EU Reference Centre for the Welfare of
Aquatic Animals, is to become a global gold standard for
the services provided to EU Institutions, National
Competent Authorities and public administrators in
Member States.

The Centre is designed to address the main challenges in
monitoring the welfare of aquatic organisms, namely the
large number of farmed aquatic animals, the diversity of
farming systems and the uniqueness of different aquatic
environments.

The Centre will address scientific welfare gaps, facilitate
the research in the underdeveloped area of aquatic
animals’ welfare, will foster the collaboration among
researchers, organizations and institutions working in the
field.

The EU Reference Centre will develop and disseminate
knowledge and tools to assist EU Members States in
carrying out official controls in aguatic animals’ welfare.
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EURCAW
Aqua

Focus

17 June 2024

1. Farmed aquatic animals

European sea bass, gilthead sea bream, carps,
trout, Atlantic salmon (and others upon
request); Cephalopods

2. Production systems

Earth ponds, open-flow systems, open sea
cages, RAS

3. Life cycle / production phases

Broodstock, larvae, juveniles, on-growing
animals

4. Main procedures and operations of welfare
concern

Grading, Handling, Transportation, Harvest,
Slaughter
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1. Coordinated assistance

Support
@ 2. Science and best practices

Studies, Technical dossiers, Networking

Core
Activities

3. Welfare Indicators / Assessment
Demonstrators, Indicators, Assessment schemes
4. Training
Training materials - Training standards
5. Communication

Support
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Working Teams

Coordination
Team

Executive
Committee

Operational
Teams

Ethics
Committee

17 June 2024

Contact with EU-DG Sante
Overall operational responsibility
Networking

Setting up work program for
operational teams

Financial management and reporting
Data management and exploitation

Scientific & technical studies team
Training courses team
Welfare indicators / assessment team

Review and approve advisory
services

Safeguard unbiased decision making
Ethical aspects of welfare

Stakeholders Platform
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PORTAL

Knowledg
eateway

Data
Repositor
([ ] [ ® [ ]
Yy
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COMMUNICATION PORTAL

The main point of contact with the Competent National
Authorities
Registration service for regular users

Access to Press Releases, Newsletters, Q&A

HELP DESC

Development & support of a ticketing system
Installation Tool for tracking questions and
answers given

Statistical analysis of services

REPOSITORY

Repository of texts, studies, technical reports
Different levels of access to users
System for informing regular users for new

content
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Upcoming Activities for 2024

1. Central contact point for Technical Assistance

143

1.1. Website and email contact point
1.2 Design of help desk policies, rules and procedures
1.3. Provision of ticket management system and knowledge gateway

1.4. Submission and approval of the 2024 Work Programme

17 June 2024
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Upcoming Activities for 2024

2. Establishing cooperation and regular contacts with the
other EURCAWSs

3. Network building

4. Review of relevant welfare indicators

5. Review of current courses at MS and regional level

4. Preparation of the 2025 — 2027 Work Programme

17 June 2024
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Recent highlights
EURCAW-Ruminants & Equines

SLU - Sweden

TERAMC  ELGO-DIMITRA
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The consortium

Sweden, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU)
Including the Swedish Centre for Animal Welfare (SCAW)

Italy, Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del
Molise "G. Caporale" (IZSAM)

France, French National Institute for Agriculture, Food, and
Environment (INRAE)

Austria, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences (BOKU)
Ireland, University College Dublin (UCD)

Greece, Ellinikos Georgikos Organismos-Dimitra/Veterinary
Research Institute (ELGO-VRI)

17 June 2024 WWW.eurcaw-ruminants-equines.eu



Recent highlights
EURCAW-Ruminants & Equines

1 Networking
2 Recent outputs

3 Ongoing work

17 June 2024 WWW.eurcaw-ruminants-equines.eu



1 Networking

Workshop in Vienna with Competent
Authorities

e 20-21 November 2023

« 23 participants from 18 EU Member
States

BTSF in Rome
e 22-24 November 2023

e The official controllers meet the
EURCAWS

Meeting with the other three EURCAWS
e 6-7 June 2024

17 June 2024 WWW.eurcaw-ruminants-equines.eu



Recent: Freguency and quantity of

2 milk feeding to dairy calves

« 1 Mini-Review (REV)
« 1 Thematic Factsheet (TFS)

« 1 Indicator Factsheet (I1FS)
es TFS & IFS available in 7 languages
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2 Recent: Environmental enrichment

3 Reviews (REV)

* Introduction; Sensory &
Feeding; Physical &
Occupational

5 Thematic Factsheets (TFS)
 ‘The basics’; Cattle; Sheep;
Equines; Goats

1 Indicator Factsheet (IFS)
 Environmental enrichment for
ruminants & equines
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2 Recent: newsletters & news features

December 2023 March 2024

February 2024 March 2024
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3 Ongoing: Production of factsheets

Fitness for Colostrum
transport provision to calves

IFS, TFS,
TFS IFS

Painful Confinement
procedures of horses Hoof care

TFS

REV,
(2), ’ TFS
IS TFS
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3 Ongoing: Production of reviews

Quality of
care

enrichment equids

Comfort pasture

17 June 2024 WwWw.eurcaw-ruminants-equines.eu



3 Ongoing: Training

 Map the training on AW in EU (4 EURCAWS)

* Design, test and validate a standard model for
evaluating training quality

* Production of 3 new training toolkits:
v' Calf feeding (available)
v' Pain management (ongoing)
v' Horse confinement (ongoing)

« 3 webinars —16 May (calf feeding), 2 in Autumn

* 5 eLearning courses (corresponding to 5 toolkits)
about to start
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3 Ongoing: Community of Practice

* Pilot

» Password-protected platform for
knowledge exchange

» Target audience — inspectors & CA

* Preparation

v' SOP for facilitators

v Activity spreadsheet

v Internal testing

v' How to guide

v' Technical issues to be resolved

* Next steps — invitation to register

17 June 2024 WWW.eurcaw-ruminants-equines.eu



Recent highlights
EURCAW-Poultry SFA

ANSES - France

Co-funded by e IRTAI; / I W?S

the European Union - 3ngeg o oo s AARHUS UNIVERSITY IZSLER

Www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu



http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/

EURCAW-Poultry-SFA has 5 Priority areas

1. Broiler chickens on farm
2. Laying hens in alternative housing systems

3. Stunning and killing
4. Rabbits on farm, with a focus on alternative housing systems

5. Turkeys on farm and during transport

17 June 2024 Www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu
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http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/

Activity 1 - Technical assistance, query service

Last achievements

e 4 queries answered in 2020

e 3 queries answered in 2021

e 5 queries answered in 2022

e 10 queries answered in 2023

e 1 queries answered in 2024, 4 under preparation

17 June 2024 Www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu
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http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/

Activity 2 — Factsheets, last achievements

Pullets Factsheet : Assess Pullet Welfare on-farm

12th December 2023 www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu

ONLINE
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Pullets Factsheet : Assess Pullet Welfare on-farm

25 Animal based Indicators detailed in the factsheet :

12th December 2023 www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu
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http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/

Activity 3 - Good Practices fact sheets, last
achievements

https://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/en/minisite/sfawc/good-welfare-practices-laying-hens

12th December 2023 www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu
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http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/
https://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/en/minisite/sfawc/good-welfare-practices-laying-hens

Activity 3 - Scientific studies: last
achievements

General:

Identify a refined list of indicators that can be used to assess the state of
consciousness of head-only electrical stunned rabbits in commercial
slaughterhouses to ensure consistency of controls.

Specific:

1. Assess the inter-observer repeatability of the most valid and feasible
indicators of consciousness according to the EFSA.

2. Elucidate the correlation among the indicators

3. Assess efficiency of stunning

Has been done previously with Chickens and Turkeys

12 December 2023 Www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu 38



http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/

Scientific study

Experiment/report Rabbit slaughterhouses:
Scientific paper
Indicator fact sheet

Webinar

12 December 2023

15-18 different slaughterhouses
from the three main rabbit producer
countries in the EU

Www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu
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http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/

Activity 3: ongoing. Avian Influenza 2023-2024 work on depopulation
methods and their impact on bird welfare

Goals

Inventory of the depopulation methods used
in the different MSs

Assessment of the effectiveness (in terms of death
induction) of depopulation methods

Investigation of the effects of the depopulation
methods on poultry welfare

AIM: Make recommendations on the types of on-farm killing methods to
adopt for the most effective and humane depopulation according to the farm
characteristics and species at stake

24-25 October 2023 Www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu 40



http://www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu/

Activity 3 : future work. ACTIVITY ON Fitness for
transport for end of lay hens

Inventory of current practices in EU

Identification of main conditions that make
hens unfit for transport

AIM: Make recommendations on the assessment of fithess for
transport of end of lay hens.

Www.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu
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Activity 4. Development of training material for specific topics

Webinar induction to unconsciousness in broilers during exposure to CAS.
2 MAY 2023

Webinar assessment welfare of rabbits on farm
14 NOVEMBER 2023

Webinar assessment welfare of turkeys on farm

JUNE 2024

Webinar assessment consciousness after electrical
stunning in rabbits

NOVEMBER 2024

12th December 2023 WwWWw.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu 42
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Recent highlights
EURCAW-Pigs

WUR - The Netherlands

** * ** FRIEDRICH-LOEFFLER-INSTITUT
T [ —— WASENINGEN g aseus FLI
u the EU Commission v UNIVERSITY Bundesforschungsinstitut fiir Tiergesundheit

Federal Research Institute for Animal Health



1 Training videos

* Preparing the inspection and meeting the farmer
« Communication about animal welfare issues

* Introducing new colleagues to inspection
 Inspecting and advising

» Collegial sparring

17 June 2024 WWW.eurcaw-pigs.eu
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We started in 2021.... now we are expanding ! @

2 Factsheet translations

In the first years of EURCAW-
Pigs we produced around

45 Indicator Factsheets

to support monitoring pig
welfare on farm, during
transport and at the abattoir

WWW.eurcaw-pigs.eu 45



-

2 Factsheet translations

In 2021-2022 we
translated them into 4
languages:

 German
e« Spanish
e French

e Dutch

WWW.eurcaw-pigs.eu 46



We started in 2021.... now we are expanding !

2 Factsheet translations

In 2023-2024 more translations are
underway:

* Romanian
(with help from the Romanian NRL on

Animal Welfare)

* Polish (with help from Poznan
University of Life Sciences)

 Danish (with help from our EURCAW
colleagues in Denmark)

WWW.eurcaw-pigs.eu

-
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17 June 2024

3 Roadshows

 Meeting inspectors in their own country —
INn their own language

e 2023: NL, DK and DE
e 2024: ES, RO and PL

e 2 day meetings, 10-40 inspectors,
4-6 EURCAW staff

» Topics are chosen in advance by
the inspectors

WWW.eurcaw-pigs.eu
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-

4 Podcast series — under construction

» inspiration and information for inspectors! The episodes are
hosted by Spotify for Podcasters.

17 June 2024 WWW.eurcaw-pigs.eu 49


https://podcasters.spotify.com/pod/show/eurcaw-pigs

WWW.eurcaw-pigs.eu

Info.pigs@eurcaw.eu

Wwww.eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu

Info@eurcaw-poultry-sfa.eu

WWW.eurcaw-ruminants-equines.eu

Info@eurcaw-ruminants-equines.eu

EURCAW-Aqua: pavlidis@uoc.gr

17 June 2024 50
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