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1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : SVERIGE

Disease : avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

Request of Community co-financing from beginning of : 2012 to end of 2012

1.1  Contact

Name : Christina Thörn

Phone : +46 36 15 59 25

Fax. : +46 36 15 61 00

Email : christina.thorn@jordbruksverket.se

2. Description of the surveillance programme in poultry

2.1  Objectives of surveillance programmes

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The objectives of the surveillance programme in poultry are (in accordance with Commission Decision 
2010/367/EU):  
1. Detecting circulating low pathogenic avian influenza (LPAI) of subtypes H5 and H7 in gallinaceous 
birds and ratites thereby complementing other early detection systems. 
2. Detecting infections of LPAI of subtypes H5 and H7 subtypes and highly pathogenic avian influenza 
(HPAI) in domestic waterfowl.

2.2  Design, implementation and target population

(max. 32000 chars) : 

For the year 2012 Sweden has designed  a surveillance programme based on the representative samling 
method in Annex I to Decision 2010/367/EU.  Blood samples will be taken according to point 5, Tables 1 
and 2, of this annex. For detailed information please see point 3, Tables 5.1 and 5.2. Samples will always 
be accompanied by referrals specially designed for the surveillance programme for avian influenza 2012. 
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It is mandatory for the person taking the samples to fill in information on name and address of the 
animal owner and the farm, species sampled, identity of the flock, date of sampling, place of sampling 
and name of the person taking the samples. This information will be filed at SVA. 
 
All positive results will be followed up by further investigation at the holding and the Commission and 
the EURL will be informed of all results in accordance with Decision 2010/367/EU. 

2.2.1  Risk based surveillance (RBS)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

NA

2.2.2  Surveillance based on Representative Sampling

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Please see point 3.

3. Target populations

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Laying hens 
The number of laying hen holdings, incl. free-range, is 361 (April 2011). Swedish laying hens are 
slaughtered at two slaughterhouses, one of these slaughtered 3.0 of the 3.6 million layers slaughtered in 
2010. The first laying hen flock slaughtered each week at these two slaughterhouses will be sampled 
regardless of housing system and biosecurity level. This will result in sampling of 60 laying hen flocks 
from different holdings  (ten birds per flock).  
 
Free range laying hens 
The number of free range laying hen holdings is 83 (April, 2011). All organic (free range) holdings 
sending their birds for slaughter will be sampled at the two Swedish slaughterhouses for laying hens. 
This will result in sampling of 53 holdings with free range laying hens. 
 
Chicken breeders 
Samples taken in parent flocks of laying hens and broilers within the Poultry Health Control Programme 
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will be used for the surveillance programme. Ten samples from one flock per holding (n=38 in April 
2011) taken from the last sampling occasion within the programme will be analyzed. Turkey breeders 
Samples taken in parent flocks of turkeys within the Poultry Health Control Programme will be used for 
the surveillance. Ten samples from one flock per holding (n=4 in April, 2011) taken from the last 
sampling occasion within the programme will be analyzed. 
 
Fattening turkeys 
All holdings that send their birds for slaughter will be sampled at the slaughterhouse. This will result in 
approximately 25 sampled holdings. Blood samples will be collected from ten birds per holding. 
 
Fattening ducks 
In 2010, only 188 ducks were slaughtered in Sweden and 4 holdings were sampled within the 
surveillance programme for avian influenza. Should any producer send ducks for slaughter  in 2012 
twenty samples per holding will be taken. If less than 20 birds are slaughtered all ducks will be sampled.  
 
Fattening geese 
In Sweden, geese are mainly bred and slaughtered in the most southern parts of the country. The 
majority of these birds are slaughtered during October and early November. All Swedish holdings that 
send geese for slaughter will be sampled, approximately 20 holdings.  Twenty samples per holding will 
be taken at slaughter, when less than 20 birds are slaughtered all birds will be sampled.  
 
Farmed game birds (gallinaceous) 
Pheasants are the most common farmed gallinaceous game bird in Sweden. Partridges have been 
excluded from the sampling programme since they are a small population bred under conditions with 
low risk for an introduction of AIV. All holdings with breeders of pheasants (18 holdings in April, 2011) 
will be sampled by a veterinarian at the holding. Ten blood samples per holding will be taken.  
 
Farmed game birds (waterfowl) 
All holdings with breeders of mallards (6 holdings in April, 2011) will be sampled by a veterinarian at the 
holding. Twenty blood samples per holding will be taken.  
 
Ratites 
The number of ratite farms registered in the Swedish poultry register is 22 (April, 2011). Some of these 
are small holdings with only 5-10 birds. Ratites are slaughtered at three Swedish slaughterhouses (in 
2010, 490 ostriches were slaughtered). All holdings that send birds to slaughter will be sampled. Ten 
blood samples will be collected from each holding, when less than 10 birds are slaughtered all birds will 
be sampled.  
 
Broilers 
Birds from all holdings with small-scale or organic broiler production (approximately 25 holdings in 
2011) sending their birds to small-scale slaughterhouses  or the slaughterhouses for laying hens will be 
included in the sampling programme. These broiler holdings have less developed biosecurity than large 
commercial broiler holdings. Blood samples will be taken from ten birds from each holding at slaughter. 
 
The Commission will be informed of any major changes in the Swedish poultry population or production 
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that will lead to consequences for the programme. Sweden will also provide additional information on 
request from the Commission.

4. Risk-based surveillance (RBS) method

4.1  Criteria and Risk factors

4.1.1   Criteria and risk factors for virus introduction into poultry holdings due 
to direct or indirect exposure to wild birds in particular those of identified 'target 
species'

(max. 32000 chars) : 

NA

4.1.2.  Criteria and risk factors for virus spread within poultry holdings and 
between poultry holdings, as well as the consequences (impact) of the spread of 
avian influenza from poultry to poultry and between poultry holdings

(max. 32000 chars) : 

NA

4.2.  Targeting of populations at risk
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(max. 32000 chars) : 

NA

4.3.  Targeting of poultry holdings to be sampled

(max. 32000 chars) : 

NA
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